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‘If’ persists in Detroit Olympic bid

David Litogot teaches elemen-
tury school history in Farnington
Pablie Schools. He is a member of
the_Farnngton Historical Soci-
ety

Dy David Litegot
special writer

Histortans are always fasclnated
n what might have been “if.” What
1f the South had won the War Be-
twepn the States? What if President
Juhn Kennedy had not been assasst-
nated? What if the French had won
-indian War?

nes.
e date was Friday, Oct. 18,

For the seventh time In 25
yeags, Detroit bas put forth a bid for
the Games. In the years 1939, 1946,
1947, 1949, 1955 and 1959, the city
would be overlooked,

Hopefully, 1963 would be differ-
he Motor City edged five other
.cities to be the sole national rep-
resentative. Our competition for the
1968 Games came from Lyon,
France:, Bucnos Alres, Argentina;
and Mexico City, Mexlco.

The {ateful decision of that Octo-
ber duy would be made in Baden-Ba-
den, West Germany, by 58 voters of
the International Olympic Site Selec-
tion Committee.

Durlng that entire weck leading
up to the final decision, the compet-
ing &ities sct up displays, wined and
dined the voters, and presented thelr
final arguments before the commit-
tee-at-large.

DETRQIT'S BID looked good. The
ul.member Detreit Qlympie Com-
mitlee worked hard for years to get

b one worked harder than
Fred

1-philanthropist

footprinis in history

Mathael Sr., who spent half of his
life and $250,000 of hls personal for-
tune to bring the Games to his home
city.

e and more than 100 Michigani-
ans {including Gov. Romney and
Mayor Cavanaugh) went to Germany
to st up the displays, meet with the
delegates, and present a positive im-
age of the clty. Detrolt’s officlal
presentatlen was, according to the
Detroit News, “a snappy, forcefully
delivered mixture of sound film,
slides and short speeches lasting 45
minutes.”

On film was a plea by Presldent
Kenncdy, an illusteation of the
countless facilitles present, and a
demonstration of the area’s cnpab'llb

Stale Falr grounds with seating for
100,000 spectators.

‘The land was ready for spadework
and legislation was passed in Lans-
ing to construct the masslve triple-
tiered and partially-roofed struc-
ture. Another $15 million would be
spent to renovate and modernize the
Fairgrounds coliseum and other
bulldings.

Also promised were a 10,000-seat
velodrome for cycling, a 2000-meter
rowing course on Belle Isle; a shoat-
ing range for rifle, skeet, and trap;
and a new $3.2-million Wayne State
recreatlon building.

Our chief competitor, Mexico City,
had some advantages over Detroit,
l]l had stadiums, experience In host.

e

ties. To help offset the
cost of sending athletes to Detroit,
the U.S. Olympie Commilttee agreed

ng
1955 Pan American Games) and was
backed by “mucho” financing. The

to use some of the $5 mllilon from  Mexican capltal's biggest liabllity
television revenues to house and feed  was its altitude. In the 7,500-fect
9,000 athletes and officials. We had  elevatlon, endurance athletes and

to be carcful about how much we
would offer — we didn't want te jook
like we were “buying" the Games.

READY WE were. Our abundant
fresh water was our best physical as-
set. But we also had the facllitles:
Cobo Hall, Olympla and the Univer-
sity of Detrolt Memorlal building for
the indoor events. Rouge Park al-
ready had two Olymple-size pools
for swimming and diving with one
more pool on the drawing board,

Also planned were a $50-milllon
Olympie Vlllage, (it would be part of
Wayne State University’s expanding
housing program) and a $25-million
Olympic Stadium on 200 acres at the

animals would suffer from the
thinner air.

Despite this flaw, Mexico City was
the chosen site, Accarding to several
voters, it had It wrapped up from the
start. Mexlco City recelved 30 votes,
Detrolt 14, Lyon 12, and Buenos
Aires 2,

ALL THE delcgates were delight-
od with Detrolt's presentation, But
Latin America had never hosted the
Games. The Unlted States had host.
ed two (St, Louls In 1804 and Los An-
geles In 1932). The di wanted

in fact, felt that since Detroit was
“such a blg, succesaful city,” that ft
dld not need the Olymples.

Other conslderations must also be
taken into account. The '60s were
turbulent years of polltical unrest.
Many countrles feared that the Unlt-
cd Stated would refuse visa o ath-
letes from the “unreco " coun-
tries of North Korea and East Ger-
many. Mexico promised no visa
problems and even undercut Detrolt
In providing cheaper room and

ard,

Needless to say, Detrolters were
disappointed, The Games would im-
prove Detrolt’s image and attract

éampus plpellne‘

If you have news from a col-
tege, university or other campus
of higher education ~ and there's
a Farmington-area connection —
we'd like to hear from you so we
can share your news item with
other Farmington Observer read-
ers, Send items to: Campus Pipe-
line, Farmington Observer, 33203
Grand River, Farmington 48024.

©® NEW STUDENTS
The f e

Graduating physiclans from the
MSU College of Osteopathic Medi-
clne have completed four years of
medical training,. Including educa-
tion in the basic and behavioral scl-
ences and clinical rotations through
nnﬁhulanry care centers and hospl-
tals.

Mary Ann Herrmann of Farming-
ton Hiils received a master of physi-
cal therapy degree from Hahoemann
! She is a

students were a-ceepled for admis-

milllons of dollars, New facili
would be avallable and jobs would
be produced. Some of the clty's
crumbling jewels, namely Belle Isle
and the State Fair grounds, would be
improved.

NATURALLY THERE would
have been problems, Mexico City
had its share. Hundreds of students
were killed there by police during a
pre-Olympic demonstration, Many
athletes suffered from *“‘Montezu-
ma's Revenge,” and seven horses
dlad In the rain, mud, and high altl-
tude.

The Games, despite the Bob
Beamon long jump and the Fosbury
Flop, also wimcsscdd d 2 Black Power

lon ang

Delrolt eventually did provide the
university housing, recreatlon faclli-
ties and a stadium, But the glamour,
prestige and international glory was
nat to be.

Fred Mathael expressed his fecl-
ings: “This time we threw every-
thing we had. It will be a long, long
time before Detroit is back in Olym-
ple Ttion ™

to “spread it around” and give itto a
country that has never been in the
internatienal limelight. Some voters,

Next monih: Farmington
Olympic Connection

sion to Siena Heights College for the
fall Darri

arric e
ter Van Vllet, Kathleen M. Hollo-
way, Hollace Derby, Marlanne Funni
and Chad Marcoux,

® DEAN'SLIST

Scott Schutt of Farmington Hills
was named to the dean’s list at Wake
Zoéul University, Winston-Salem,

Petty Lynne Latlmer of Farming-
ton Hills was named to the dean's
Mist at Eastern Mlchigan Unlversity.

Tammy Spengler of Farmington
Hills was nul'ch to the dean’s Mst at

F
1982 graduate of Farmington Hills
Merey High School and a 1986 grad-
uate of Kalamazoo College, where
she received a bachelor's degree in
health sclence,

Eric Alstrom and Tara Twomey of
Farmington and Paul Amendt of
Farmington Hills graduated from
Kalamazoo College.

Alstrom majored in histery and
completed a concentration in Ameri-
can studles. He participated In ex-
tracurricular activitles, playing the
tuba for the Kalamaroo Concert
Band, edlting two editions of The
Cauldron, a literary/arts magazine,
and editing one edition of the Forum,

of poetry, This fall, he

glleld,

Ohio. -

® NEW GRADUATES
Philip Ross and David Rogers of
Farmington Hills graduated from
ll;nrvard Unlversity, Cambridge,
ass.

Karen Spedarek and Eric Trimas
of Farmington Hills are candidates
for a doctor of ostcopathy degree
from Michigan State Unlversity,

Spodarek will begin a one-year ro-
tating Internship at Botsford Gener-
at Hospital, Farmington Hills, She
recelved a bachelor's degree in biol-
ogy and anthropology from Wayne
State U In 1584,

YMCA highlights

These YMCA highlights appear
vourtesy of the Farmington
YMC S10n Farmington Roud,
on [ills. For informa-
tio, call 553-4020.

@ CORPORATE
MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM —
The Farmington YMCA has devel-
oped o Corporate Membership/Fit-
ness Program fer small and large

and a comprehensive factlity suited  Wows In September, Pow-Wows are
to meet your every need. Fall class  scheduled for Saturday, Sept. 10 at
registration begins the week of Aug.  §:30 p.m. and Sunday, Sept. 11 at 1
29. Contact the "Y” 553-4020 for pm. Free swim, children's games

more Informatlon.

® BASKETBALL TOURNA-
MENT - The Farmington YMCA
will be sponsoring a 3 on 3 Basket.
ball Tournament on Salurday and
Sunday, Sept. 10 and 11. This double

and lots of Information regarding
our programs will be included.

@ FIT CHECK SCREENINGS
- The Farmington YMCA will be

offerlng “Fit Check” fitness evalua-
tlons for YMCA fltness program par-
ticlpants on Saturday, Sept. 10 and
Saturday, Sept. 17 from 7:30-11 a.m,
Fit Check evaluations include blood
pressure screenlng, blood cholester-
), and body fat, resting and target
:man rate and health education top-
cs.

On-site progt g a8
well as discounted membership pro-
grams are available. Contact Greg
Voss for more information.

© FALL PROGRAM — It's not
t0o early 1o begin to think about our
fill -programs. The Farmington
TMCA has something for everybody

coe is open
to Farmington YMCA members.
Call Jean Warren al the Y for more
information,

@ INDIAN GUIDE ORIENTA-
TION — The Farmlington Area
YMCA Indian Gulde Parent/Chhd
Program ~—~ participants and staff
will be hosting two orfentation Pow-

(east of Wixom Rd.)

Courlyard Manor

An atiordable allernative to the cost
and environment of a nursing home

Dtters the warmth and intimacy of a home-like selting

18578 Pontiac Trail ® Wixom ¢ (313) 669-5263

e

FREE rirsri

626-2755

MISS BARBARA’S
DANCE CENTRE

30 YEARS OF FINE DANCE
INSTRUCTION. NOW . .. THE
LATEST IN JAZZ * TAP % BALLLT

*ENROLL NOW-

ALL LEVELS 3 Yrs. & Up

WITH PAYMENT OF FIRST S|

* THIS IS A RECITAL YEAR *
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL:

ON FOR BEGINNERS
SSTON.

S SQUARE
31025 OACIIARD LAKE ROAD
FARMINGTON JIILLS

Solarium, Greenhouse, Sunroom, Sunspace
Different Names, Same Function
Adding a little light to your life

Whether you prefet the contemporary look of
the curved aluminum beam, of the traditionat
- elegance of the laminsted cedar beam, ket us

integrate a glass scructure into your
home's aschitecture,

Call us or
1t0p in at our showroom
TRANSPARENT SOLUTIONS
3315 Union Lake Road
UNION LAKE
(313) 363-9055
# Mile Noeth of BayPointe Country Club

Trimas will intern at “Botsford
General Hospltal. He received a
bachelor's degree in health care ad-
ministration from Southern Illinois
University,

a
plans to attend the Universtiy of
Michigan’s information and library
studles program.

Twomey, a bealth sclencr major,
won the Catherine A. Smith in
women's athletics.

Amendt graduated with honors
from the theater and communica.
tions arts department and received
the Senlor Fellowship In Theatre.
During part of his sophomore year,
he particlpated In the GLCA New
York Arts Program, interning at the
Gene Frankel Theatre Workshop and
taking classes as compensation for
his administrative work.

Almost his entire junlor year was
spent in London, England, where he
participated in the British and Euro-
pean Studles Group’s actlng pro-
gram, taking classes in volce, move-
ment, mime and improvisaton and
stage combat.

LABOR DA

Farsdy Foudied, Onned & Mansged Sece 1944

Farmington Hills

H.A.SMITH

28575 Grand River Avenue near Migdlebelt

Y SPECIAL

PATIO DOOR
SWINGSETS

by IEE morcan

6 Foot Unit

*429°

Includes screen & lock
Insulated Glass

Cash & Cerry
‘While Present Invantory Lasts

LUMBER &
SUPPLIES, INC.

74-6610

'_wmrl\lwt Business Is Apprecialed and Strangers Are Oy Friends Wa Haven Met
Hours: Monday - Friday 7:30 - 5:30 Saturday 8:00 - 4:30
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\ HelaHTs

“Buy this furnace
now, and we’ll fire

/Emfart

HEATING & COOLING, INC. M

it up with
FREE
GASY”

Now for a limited time, wo'll reim-
burse you for your two highest gas
bills of the season aler you install a
new, deluxe Bryant fusnace. Our fur-
naces are buitt with the righl stuif to
las season atter season with safe,
dependable, money-saving pertorm-
ance. And with our free gas ottor,
now's the pertect lime 10 buy a new
high-elficiency Bryant turnace. Call
today for complete dotails.

Bryant gas turnaces are built with
the right stu!! . . . 10 tast.

Offee G000 Onty Al Your Participaleng

BRAYANT Doaser
one 538.1.
1800
EREL 19180 BEECH DALY
EDFORD
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LABORDAY WEEKEND
SPECIAL

FALL LEAGUE OPENINGS (START WEEK OF SEPT. §)

FAMILY SPECIAL
$Q00

Includes 1 Hour of Bowling -
Shoe Rental, 1 Pitcher of Pop
{Noon-Midnight)

Per Hour

—_ME__SOWLERS __AVG TIME . BOWLERS  AVG
3 ANY $:30pm 4 ANY
8 ANY 0:00pm 4 ANY
. ANY . ANY
» 3 ANY Sun 4 ANY
Thure S:48pm 4 o100 |EVERY Fri  9:30pm o ANY
OTHER Sat  €20:30sm Limited
MEN  Mon 8:100pm 8 gapas0tem | WEEK g, x-ui-.u%'"'u-
Thurs 9:30sm. 3 ANY Atiiopm 4 ANY
Fri $:300m B 050478 Yeom | SENIORS Thurs 2:008m 4 ANY




