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Unnecessary ‘courtesy’ titles raise ire

Following other national trends
that bave carrled us back to the
Dark Ages — kicking and screaming
— a decision bas been made at two
news publications that is almply

torlc.

s Just when I thought we could call
ourselves progressive, the Atlanta
Journal and Atlanta Constitution ag-
npunced they will begin using “cour-
tésy titles” once again, Although the
papers are not maln sources of news
here in Michigan, the change should
still be a concern.

This has been a pet peeve of mine
since I started reading newspapers,
even before 1 started writing for
them,

Courtesy titles label a news source
on second reference, usually with a
Mr., Mrs,, Ms. or Mias, The Observer
& Eccentric and most other modern
papers treat everyone equally on
second reference — by using last
names only.

Exceptions are sometimes made
In obltuaries In respect to the de.
ceased, ‘

THE ATLANTA newspapers are

ther” bl'lmul ll“nlmt

other - publications are moviog e proper “courtesy”
head, by ridding themsel f thiy

‘bailand chatn toadition. While At Calls for treating news
lanta officlals boast about thelr  sources equally.

clity's revival and urban progress,
, that is not reflected at thelr two

Don’t malign day care

SOME OF THE self-appolnted ex-
perts who write about day care have
done nothing to diaprove the theory
that ntelligent lfe is impossible in &
vacuum. These people must live in 8
vacuum to be so dumb.

T have read suggestions that day
care may be responsible for the
spread of serlous contagious dis-
eases, that children in nations with a
heavy rellance on day care suffer
from mental illness and sulcidal
{endencies, and that low-Income, sin-
gle mathers don't really need day
care help because they can usually
rely on a relative or a nelghbor,

I would like to take the authors of
these comments and stick thelr
heads jn my kid's used dlaper basket,
Ditto for those who kindly point out
that even the best day care is no sub-
stitute for mother's love,

Exposing reality to such deranged
people is usually a futile exerclse,
but if T could meet these people, I
would crouch down at thelr level
andtell them a thing or three: ® Day
care is not a prerequisite to vitlalny.
Charles Manson, Richard Speck and
Adolf Hitler all made thelr black
marks on history without the beneflt
af day care.

® Children got sick before the ad-
vent of day care. There is no proof
that polio, malaria and the bubonlc
plague started at day care centers.

® There Is no Jaw that children
can only get parental love from a
mother, Fathers can love children,
too, Few medla types recognize thls.
I have yet to read a story or column
where the writer suggests a child’s
development might be enhanced if
the father stayed home from work
rather than sending the kid to day
care. It’s always mother who is sup-
to stay home, That's a crock.
Women don’t want to stay home;
women aren't able to stay home,
Women shouldn't have to sacrifice
thelr career to become a pareat any-

more Lhan a man should.
® Businesses don't deal adequate-
ly with day care because businesses

are run by men and men have a vest-
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ed interest in keeping women in sole
possession of child care responsiblll-
tics, It has been sald that If men got
pregnant, abortions would be as con-
troversial as tonsillectomies, Slml-
larly, if men had to equally dlvide
child care responsibllities, day care
as a benefit would be as common as
lunch breaks.

(Here's a revealing story: A subur-
ban businessman felt that his male
colleagues would ridicule him If he
sald that he had to leave a meeting
early to pick up his child from day
care, He thought they would say
somethlng llke, “Don’t you bave a
wite for that?”

(So he sald instead that he had to
pick up the laundry. “Don’t you have
a wlte for that?” someone asked.)

® In short, it should be realized
that few parents like to leave thelr
children every day, but that men
have been doing it for years without
having to suffer well-aimed but un-
Justified guilt attacks. It also should,
be noted that for all the election
year talk about famlly values, the
government and buslnesses of the
United States have about the worst
day care policles of all Western In.
dustrialized nations. Finally, it must
be accepted that there I3 work to be
done and those who refuse to accept
that women are a part of the work

force have no right entering the day
care debate,
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metro newspapers where this anti-
progress stance is being taken,

Bill Kovach, editor of the Journal
and Constitution, arvived in his pres-
ent position from the New York
Times where courtesy names on sece
ond reference have always beea a
tradition.

“For some time, we have been
troubled by the limited use of cour-
tesy titles {n our news columns,” he
sald in a front-page editor's note, an-
nouncing the change,

It troubles me that Kovach (or
shall I say, Mr, Kovach) would force
alabel on his news sources.

‘The proper “courtesy” calls for

treating all news sources equally.
Uslng such titles is not only stodgy
and out-of-date but creates choppy
sentences that are difficult to read,
A “Mr" or “Ms' interjected
throughout a news or feature story
=imply Interrupts the reader.

IT ALSO interrupts a more im-
portant flow in our society toward
treating men and women equally in
the eyes of readers, This change is
not only a step backward for every-
one, it is truly a glant leap in that
direction for womankind.

For men in this debate, the cour-
tesy title only adds a “Mr."

Women belng interviewed mus
decide whether to define thelr mari
tal status — which may be totall)
Irrelevant to the story — or to labe
themselves as “Ms.” which in many
readers' eyes plants them firmly it
the throes of radical femintsm.

Those who have earned the title o
“doctor,” elther in medlcal or aca
demic worlds, will bave that re
ferred to in o news story when ap
propriate.

As a reader, I expect my newspa:
pers to give me the ‘courtesy” o)
good writing, a good mix of new:
and not (o use titles on second refer-
ence for those they interview.

Schools asking for loyalty

NOW COME the cool days of Sep-
tember. Qur minds are relieved
{rom the burden of heat.

We watch as children, in great an-
tlelpation and a sense of renewal,
pack off to school with pew books,
new clothes and {we hope) new and
more mature attitudes.

Just days earlier, the children
were bored and bewlldered; the par.
ents were frustrated,

But all Is forgiven, maybe even
forgotten, Peace has returned to the
American subdivision — well, al-
most,

With Labor Day comes a sense of
rencewal and a hope that life will, in-
deed, be better for our chlldren.

Children, you know, are once-
again fashlonable. You must bave
notleed the contrast fram the late
*70s and early '80s when most every-
body was more concerned with get-
ting his, being in the fast lane and
climbing the corporate ladder.

Newspapers are full of stories
concerning the educational system
— some hopeful, some not so uplift-
Ing.

ON THE DOWN SIDE, we are see-
ing some things that make us ques-
tion whether we really are getting
ahead,

Southfleld, a city battling to main-
tain its sense of community, is in up-
heaval over its bighly paid schoa) su-
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Under normal circumstances, no
one would notice, Lots of edueation
chiefs live in towns outslde thelr dis-
trict.

But Southfield is going through a
tough time. Facing an ever-increas-
Ing black population, it is struggting
to make raclal integration work,
This Is certainly o monumentzl task
in a metropolitan area that has been
labeled a3 one of this country’s most
segregated.

Many belleve that the eity nceds
all the foot soldlers it can find — es-
pecially its leaders.

In reaction to the superintendent’s
move, the school board has imple-
mented a residency policy, requiring
{future top .administrators to live
within the district. Present Superin-
tendent Car Hassel is excluded.

He defends his right to tive any-
place he chooses. And betng one of
the highest-pald school administra-

tors in the state, he can afford to
move where he wants.

I's a tough call all the way
around. But under the circum-
stances, any sensible person has to
ask why he wanted to move In the
first place.

You've got to belleve many resi-
dents are asking themselves if their
school leader thinks he's too good to
live in their community.

ON A MORE UPLIFTING note,
several items show we are making
progress.

Child day care Is one of the top
issues of thls presidential campaign.
Quallty of education has got to come
in a close second, with report after
report coming out saying that once
agaln we have to pay closer atten-
tion to how our children learn.

Heavy emphasis also is put on a
higher standard for those who are
doing the teaching.

Not since the late 'S0s when the
Russkies scared us with their sudden
leap forward In the space race, has
the public been so concerned with
education. But this time, instead of
chasing the elusive and illusory Red
scare, we are stalking ourselves,
challenglng our own system to tid It-
self of abuse and peglect.

Like that long-ago cartoon figure,
Pogo, told us, “We have met the ene-
my, and he is us.”
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