Highmeadow
extends hello
to fall recruits
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"and, of course, the buses that came
rolling in about 12:50 p.m,

“THIS IS very speclal. The first
day of school Is always exclting, but
this school in particular is speclal,”
.sald fifth grade teacher Bette Buc.
kler, who most recently taught at
-Larkshire Elementary before mov-
Ing to Highmeadow.

“The main point this weck is going
to be to make them feel welcome
and part of the famlly, because we
are a family.”

Classrooms at the school were
-ready to go, halls had a fresh coat of
.paint, and many of the speclality
.rooms were belng prepped for elec.
- tive classes in science, art and mu-

alc. The carpeted media center sill
‘awaited shelving, but books were
belng delivered Tuesday afterncon
— probably the most hectic time for
.the staff.

They were still happy. “Don’t wor-
ry, be happy — that's our theme,"
“said newly appointed principal Jan.
ice Colliton, quoting a current pop
tune. "“The majority of the children

“.have at least been to the school and
‘met thelr teachers,” she added,

: The Highmeadow staff was busy
-preparing for this day long before
‘Tuesday afternoon's *grand open-
*ing”
. According to Colllton, they worked
‘throughout the summer, writing
course descriptions and objectives,
and readying their classrooms for
the new year, “Teachers wrote cur-
riculum all summer long,” she sald.
.-“Behind each summary, there are
ours and hours and days and days
lof work. Not just some of them
worked, all of them dld.”

THE STAFF bas planned a num-
_ber of special things for High-
- meadow students, in addition to the

many elective courses that wlll be
* offered in the pilot program.

All students will be taught how to
develop “thinking logs,” sort of per-
sonal diary of Ideas. A student in
each elassroom will also be selected
as “student of the week.”

‘The main point this
week is going to be to
make them feel
welcome and part of
the family, because we
are a family.'

— Bette Buckler

teacher
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When her bua didn’t show up on time, third grader Lindsay Hamilton got a ride to school with Farmington Hills traftic officer
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At 25, Highmeadow reborn with a twist

By Casey Hane
stat writer

It was 25 years ago this fall that

Highmeadow School first apened its
doors.

After years of service as a tradi-
tional elementary, parochlal high
school and community and adult ed-
ucation center, the school has come
full circle to 2gain house Farming-
ton elementary students this fall.

This year's pregram at High-
meadow has a new twist, as the dis-
trict begins a two-year pllot pro-
gram in what officials are calling
thelr “‘common campus” schoal — a
non-traditlonal approach to educa-
tion,

1t is designed to offer students In
grades 1.5 not only a core curricu-
lum of basics, but cholces in elective
classes and Integrated advanced
classes for gifted students.

The 298 students were selected
from across the district by a lottery
system. The “common campus” pro-
gram was prumpied‘ last January

concern with proposed bounda
changes that would have shifted hun-
dreds of elementary students,
Superintendent Graham Lewls,
who encouraged the new program,
calls it a “fresh way 1o look at ele-

mentary

Class menu full of courses

The world's the limit for Highmeadow elementary
students this fall when they choose elective classes.

According to district music coordinator Paul Barber,
also a Highmeadow parent, the selection book of 68
courses reads like a college catalog: computers, in-
terpersonal communleations, local history, soccer, ar-
chitecture, astrenomy, storytelllng, The llst covers a va-

rlety of iearning areas.

Here's a small sampling of enrichment courses, with
abbreviated deseriptions. Not all are offered at every

grade level:

® Monsters! Monsters? — Is there really a “night-
mare In our closet"? Does a monster really “live under
your bed"? What are you really afrald of? In this class,
* you will think, talk and share ideas wil
about monsters. You may even flnd out that you're
afrald of a monster that lsa't really there at all!
® Newspapers, Newspapers, Learn All Abost Them
© — WANTED IMMEDIATELY — Students Interested in
- learning about the newspaper, No experience necessary.
Added options: activitles about the local and nnlhmal

|Educators
see need
to change

Farmington educators know if
they don't keep up-to-date, they'll
be Jeft behind in an age of com-
puters and instant informatlon.

Teachers were busy last week

yourself.

news, sports, comles, classified ads and the weather re-
part. Don't miss the scoop!

® Inventors lo Training ~ Have you ever wondered
who made the flrst alrplane or telephone? Find out who
they were, how they did It and try Inventing something

& Whet Your Appetite with Graphing — How long

will it Lake for an Eskimo Ple to melt? Why does soda

pop have bubbles? How much sugar Is in bubbie gum?
Are all bags of M & Ms alike in weight and color? Find

out the answers to these questions and many more.

th other kids

@ Your Body and Disease — What makes us tick?
What makes us sick? Find out as we explore two worlds
of wonder — Lhe Incredible machine called the human
body and the tiny universe of microbiology,

@ Coplog With Stress — Are you concerned a lot by
what your classmates think of you? How easily can you
make friends? Get along with people? When you are
“uptight,” how do you relax? Join “ceplng with stress”

for 12 weeks of

Teachers

and

‘lunge’ in

to learn computers
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nlcl\c in the Farmingten School/

“This is not just a to
computers, but to vpdated technolo-
gy as well,” sald Richard Strausz,
math/computer coordinator for
schools,

looking at
software and deelding which
would be most effectlve in thelr
classrooms. Favorites Included
“Mtners Cove,” which offers a
computerized verslon of science
learntng, and "Odell Lake,” which
teaches about {ish and animal
tife.

“It's changing an emphasis, it's
got to change what we teach,”
said Richard Strausz, math/com-
puter coordinator for the Farm.
ington district, who helped to or-
ganlze last week's summer tech-
nology scminars for employces of
Farmington and Birmingham
school districts.

Desktop publishing, uslng video
cameras (n the classroom, preview-
Ing software programs and general
computer introduction elasses were
afl offered as part of last week's
jolnt effort. Although both districts
have held technology seminars in the
past, this was only the second year
they jolned educational forces, and
shared expenses and ideas.

PAT SCHNEIDER, compuler
coordinator for Birmlngham schools,
is excited about technology trends
and their impact on education.

"This computer
is so adaptive to

Department
:md the print shop at Farmington
High School. One has been purchased
for use by student journallsts at
Farmington Harrlson High Sechool,
where the award.winning Cataiyst
newspaper Is published.

BOTH SEAHOLM and Groves
high schools in Blrmingham will also
compose their school newspapers on
the MclIntosh this year, Schneider
added.

Computer “network labs” are also
being set up this year in both dis-
tricts. allowlng students to have a
learning center and the manufactur-
er — which donates most of the
equipment — to use the center as a
demanstration center.

“It's o good deal for both of us,"*
sald Strausz. “We can learn and they

. | everybody,” she can sell some equipment.”
m}:l g:.'—‘:,‘::;}::%:ﬁmﬁ::. said, watching Desplte all Lhe education and user-
ter, was searching for speclal employees ~traln- friendly equipment on the market,
programs thal could be used for | 78 01 Apple hard- however, there is still a technologi-
students with learning disabili. | are: “Ilove tech- cal fear, the educators said.
ties. Educators in her situation ;"?:"” ‘MA where “I don't think we'll ever be past it,
need “something less frustrating foing. A board totally,” Schnelder said. “But a lof
| for them, to bulld up their conti- | E9% 1s ? :u) Richerd have reached a comfoctable level.”
. | dence,” shesald, N ‘Teachers realize the change s
i to integrate '
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In Birmingham, Apple P
oI s | S e Mt 358520, 0
{ | who was working with palleys er peadicts that it will sooc be In !hnjddlnctlmhudnmanwny
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THE EFFORT was also supported
by school trustees, some of whom
would like to see a similar program
throughout the dlstrict Iif it works
well.

Lewis has said if the “common
campus” concept s successful, he

e
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Fifth graders Mike Connor (left} and Marla Lesnick look at the Iguana in the science room.

would like to sce it applled In the
propased new elementary schoal on
the west side of -the district. Voters
will make a decislon about whether
to approve funding the new school in
a speclal bond election Monday,
Sept. 19.

A “Come As You Are Open House"
was held last week, said High-
meadow principal Janlce Colliton.

“We wanted to have students and
parents meet teachers . . . to lower
the level of anxlety about camlng e
school,

Lewis satd there “had to be over
1,000 people there, and I don't think
we're bragging. It's one of those rare
n;mu where people are off and run-
ning."

The school has three rooms each
In the first and second grades and
two rooms each for grades three,
four and five. Other specialized
rooms include art, science, music
and a medla center, which are all re-
ceiving finishing touches,

Each Highmeadow student wil) se-
lect four enrichment courses per
term, including fall, winter and
spring. These courses cover the
areas of: language arts, social stud-
les, math, science, computers, physi.
cal education, health art, creative
movement performing arts, music
and Instrumental music, and ad-
vanced study classes.
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Famous Fashion Labels.. .Al y 20 50% Off!

Rumours
Blazers

DEPT.STORE $32 S1999

MarieSt. Heleneg 4 4400
Blouses "8 1999

DEPT.STORETO $40
FABE < 400

Cardigans $ 499
DEPT. ﬁTORLSl‘ 2
In-Grou 31999

Rayon Blouses
31999

DEFT, STORE $36
In-Grou

Challis Skirts
DEPT STORE $3%
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