Sonoma takes its turn, with fun-filled auction

More than a year ago I reported
my observations of the 1987 Napa
Valley wine auction n Californla, &
highly polished, organized, civlumd
and sometimes glitzy event.,

Just the kind of thing one would
expect from this enclave of prestige
and wines.

The Napa auction s more than an
auction, It Is a serles of intimate

parties and showpieces hosted by in-
. divldu-l wineries to display thelr
largesse and allure.

‘The auction itself, the culminating
event, can at times seem antl-cll-
mactle to the events spread out over
four carnival-ltke days and nights,

This year it is Sonoma’s turn to be

reported, and a most different kind
of cvent it is. Instead of a four-day
bash of events, parties and dinners,
lectures, outings and luncheons scat-
tered out over the valley, the Sono-
ma event has a more
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formed and participants are made
aware of belng part of an extended
famlly operatlon,

People have more {un at the Sono-
ma auctlon. I suspect that this Is true
for the valley residents as well,
Things are more serlous in Napa.
Wine Is all they have. Sonoma Is a
vast, sprawling farm communlty
where grapes are important but
share the. attention of its residents
with extensive production of grain,
meat, poultry, seafood and dalry

flavor.

Only once during Its {our—day du-
ration do the guests separate to go
thelr separate ways to luncheon-plus
activitles, The rest of the time, [tisa
500-900-peaple party, changing ven-
ues from mountaintops to sedate ho-
tel grounds to an auto rally, all the
while holding the audlence together
as a community, Joosely federated.

BECAUSE OF THIS, Sonoma be-
comes a place where friendships are
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Take this ad when you buy your
tickats, Hera's a great chanta
to enjoy the rides and attractions one
more time.

Boats Jeavs daily lrom all thsee docks,
now through September 5. And
they sail from Gibraltar, Michigan and
Amherstburg, Ontario docks weekends
in September. Belore you know it,
the kids will be back in scheol. And

p o e new F
movement Is an irritant In Sonoma,
in Napa a nightmare.

Nearly $300,000 was ralsed for the
Sonoma County Wine Library and
the Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital
from the auction iself, a separate
barrel auction for wine futures and
the registration fees paid by people
from around the nation. Top bldder
for the whole event was a gentleman
from Sun Valley. The event and his
paddle cost him $14,300. The top sin-
gle bid was $4,200 for a poolside bar-
becue for 40 people and a {ull pallet
(60 cases) of wine, all offered by the
Gtlen Ellen Winery.

A Santa Fe resldent bid $8,700 for
a barrel of Iron Horse 1987 pinot
noilr, Let's see, at slx ounces per
serving that s . .. As they say,
“Don‘t think lhat way This is for
Sonomat”

‘Those interested In attending next
year's event, a truly fine show,
should contact Linda Johnsan, Sono-
ma County Winegrowers Assocla
tion, 50 Mark West Springs Road,
Santa Rosa 95403, Telephone 707-
$27-7701, The dates, Aug. 10-13, are
sure to sell out well in advance.

IT 1S IMPOSSIBLE to spent this
Ume, and more, in Sonoma and Napa
and not acquire several nuggets,
facts and oplnions. For example,
there are again some new winerjes
opening in both in spite of the rigo-
rous controls that county ofticials
are imposing in a fervent attempt to
prohibit expansion of the industry
beyond that land's abllity to accom-
modate it.

Sonoma now has a showplece op-
eratton that wlll soon rival and per-
haps surpass nelghbors Jordan and
Domaine Michael for opulence {n the

Just-opened Ptrrart-CIrmo property
on Dry Creek Roat

Top of the line lechniuuy it will
shortly boast an entertalnment cen-
ter, cullnary dellghts abounding and
beautifully maintained grounds and
vineyards around its huge but taste-
ful winery bullding. And the char-
donnays they have so far produced
are among the flnest to come from
Sonoma. A famlly operation, its
scope ls phenomenal. And open for
visitors,

OF AN ENTIRELY different
scope are two other family opera-
tions: Richard Arrowood's (of Cha.
teau St. Jean) winery In the upper
valley and the Mellm Vineyards on
Chalk Hills Road are now
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And there Is DeLorimier, back in
Sonoma making excellent chardon-

with which to identify them. A ques-
tionable practice but fine wines ~

nay, a Semill -~
blend and a marvelous Bordeaux And the touristas in summer. b
blend, all using proprietal names And s0 much more,
1o
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table talk
the Hungarian dishes. I

It's ‘Hyattfest’

‘The Hyatt Regency Dearborn pre-
sents an 11-day Hungarian celcbra-

wines, the former demonstrating
conciusively that he can still make
superb chardonnay and cabernet
sauvignon on his own as well.

Fastest-growlng winery (explod.
ing) is Chalk Hill, turning Into a gi-
ant. Just a couple of years ago It was
a second label from a amall pro-
ducer.

New to Napa: Chateau Napa Beau-
cannon south of St. Helena, a
French-owned and Influenced win-
cry of promlse; Graeser Winery In
Calistoga, making some promising
cabernet after a poor first vintage
{its 1985 Is to be avolded), and
Domalne Carneros, with a monster
bullding (not yet complete) In the
Carncros dedicated to sparkling
wines,

<
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!ood and entertainment in \he Ll Ro-
tisserie Restaurant from Thursday,

ethnle gourmet entrees such as
Stuffed Trout, “Szilvasvarad” Style
with Aszu Sauce, and Veal Medal-
llons, “Bakony" Style, The

For breakfast

4 new Country Breakfast weekend ;~
menu bas been introduced at the Hy- -,
awt Regency Dearborn. Buttermilk | .
biscuits with sausage gravy, home

fried potatoes, country steak,
hoteakes, country grits, eggs and cln-

namon rolls are featured, Each item +
Is made from scratch. The Country

chel and culinary team from the
Atrium Hyatt Budapest will prepare
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S
there's plenny to eat.
You can select from our delicious
tacos, burritos, chimichangas and tosmkm

stop. With unlimited orders of rice and
refried beans s well.
Come try our Fiesta Feast soon. For

O SIHL IN3S3Ud!

. Lrama JNOGII00 SIHL

=
-
g]cla :;\:lilgiblc lllil Icsigcllgnﬂ_and $5.95, you'll love the way
) ef. And we'llal offer- we put the words in
o e Yo i SHPT ing our tempting cheese CARLOS MURPH)'_S your mouth. Offer
e R B 1o via Do . N . enchi expires Sepe. 24, 1968,
oo v e L CALL 377-2010
-A—-:-_.mu:.r--n 1 29244 Nonh\\enem H.ghv.ny. Somhrcld 352:6330
Coupon i volld overy sparsing doy tirowgh [ 30140 Van Dyke, Warren 574-9440
wim - MLAUUW BHUOK MUSIC FESTIUAL
(T st . 1 B e o S Pt afecta flc. Al ems s be onsumed on premive:




