Baron by default

Former area resident inherits castle

By Kevin Brown
siaff writer

Former Livonla resident Dick
Hemmelsbach has just became a
baron.

Say hello to Richard James Von
Liebleg Himmelsbach, now adopted
helr of Baron Fretherr Von Liebleg
of Germany,

And Himmelsbach — that's the
proper German spelling of hls fami-
ly name — Is inheriting the oldest
castle in Germany,

Himmelsbach's family has react-
ed to the chain of cvents with “total
disbeliel," he sald,

IT ALL starled when Him-
melsbach — a 15-year Livonia resi-
dent who lelt in 1969 — was watch-
ing the TV show “A Current Affair”
at his home in Spring Lake, 17 miles
outside of Muskegon,

‘Through the program, the count
advertised for an helr to take owner-
ship of the $10.5 million castle, Like
10,000 others, Himmelsbach applied.

“The fact of the matter i3 our
{amily befriended the baron's fami-
ly," sald Himmelsbach, explaining
they had sent CARE packages to the
baron’s {family after World War If,
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The man was one of
10,000 who applied
afler the count
advertised for an heir
on a segment of “A
Current Affair,” the TV

meet flnancial obligations; hence the
search for an helr.

To inherit the castle, Him-
melsbach must pay $3 miltlon, a cost
the businessman Indlicates be can
handle.

Several times now, Himmelsbach
has toured the castle, roughly 90 ki~
lometers northwest of Frankfort,
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‘The 1990 federa) census is two

years away, but prelimlnary work
l‘-}fell':dy has started In Farmington

The Bureau of the Census has

The castle grounds, overlooking | bired 35,000 temporary census
program. the Mosel Valley, include workers to belp pre-
five buil; and a park, | pare a master address list for use
or graveyard, In delivering census questionnaires
In the graveyard, some Roman | o every household in the nation.

“As a result he remembered the
name and asked me to come to Ger-
many for an interview,” Him-
melsbach zald.

Himmelsbach, an entrepreneur
who owns two companies, sald he
has two sons, two daughters and four
grandsons, who helped his chances of
being selected,

Also, “I have a strong German
heritage,” he added. In addition to
his own German lineage, his wife's
mother is from Germany.

Upon meeting the baron, “We hit
it off right from the very beginning.
He's a real great guy.”

HIMMELSBACH SAID the baron

had agreed to scli the castle to a
German businessman who could net

Orchard

senators are burled, sald Him-
melsbach, adding the castle was
known to be in use in 580 A.D.

These workers will go door to
door counting heads and houses,
and taking note of correct address.

The castle bulldings Include two | €s. They'll sametimes ask residents
palaces, with 100 bedrooms and din- | about their housing unit.
ing il that could parary census workers will
date $60 knights. be hired to work in thelr own com-

“‘When I bad a chance to sec it and
walk around It, it was almost a spir-
itual experience,” said Him-
melsbach,

Now In the process of visiting
business cllents and saylng goodbye,
the new baron sald Ke expects to
move his famlly to Germany “In slx
to nine months.” Himmelsbach sald
he'll keep hls residence ln Michigan.

He's also negotlating with a mafor
hotel chain to use part of the castle
asa hotel.

Grand

munlties. The census. bureau ad-
vises all residents {0 ask census
workers who vislt thelr homes to
properly ldentlfy themselves,
There have been cases where unau-
thorized people have impersonated
census employces, :

ch census worker will wear a
red, white and blue identification
badge. On the front, the badge car-
ries the title “U.S. Census Enu.
merator,” the name of the enu-
merator and the date the creden-

Enumerators hired
to obtain statistics
for ’90 U.S. census

tlal expires. The enumerator's
slgnature appears on the back.

This badge must be worn by all
enumerators worklng in an official
capacity.

SOME FIELD work for the de-
cennial census began in May. Most
of Lhe work will occur from Janu-
ary through August 1990; the heavi-
est activity will be in April and

Y.

From the census, statistics will
be obtained that are needed to ap-
portion the seats of the U.S, House
and redistrict the state Legislature,
and distribute state afd to local
governments.

Billions of dollars in federal and
state nssistance to local govern-
ments will be allocated on
the next census, Developers will
use census tract Information to
plan such projects as schools and
shopping centers,

Questions about an enumerator's
employment can be directed to the
Farmington Hills Police Depart.
ment at 474-6161 or the Bureau of
the Census Reglional Census Center
office in Southfleld: 354-1980.
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