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Mercy coach rebuilds starting lineup

Two of the best point guards in Observerland
glrls basketball go head-to-head as Mercy's
Jenny Clinton (right) guards Plymouth Salem's

RICK SMITH/stati photographee

Jill Estey last season. Soth are back this year,
with Clinton being the key player for the Mar-

Clinton lone returning starter

By Dan O'Meara
statf writer

Larry Baker’s 14th year as coach
of the Farmington Hills Mercy bas-
ketball team E:ry be oe of his more
challenging

After losing four mrwn to grad-
uatlon, the Marlins won't bear much
resemblance (o the ballclub that
went 15-8, won a district champion-
ship and nearly upset mighty Plym-
outh Salem In a regional final.

‘The lone returnlng regular is point
guard Jenny Clinton, whom Baker
heralds as a potential all-stater and
beads an impressive junior class.

In fact, the heart and future of
Mercy's prograr lles with lts juniors
and sophomores, but Baker is quick
to add the Marlins will need contri-
butions from their three senlors,
also.
“We certainly would be the Iast
program to concede anything
given season,” Baker said, “but we
are cperallng ona shnrt-ranxc and
long-range plan simultancously.”

‘TO ENSURE A smoother transi-
tion thé'next two years, Baker and
Junior varsity, coach Mike King are
combining practices this year, and
Baker plans to'glve the sophomores
;:!rrslty experipnee on a rotational

“I'm golng with the senlors In 88,
but we've got the sophomores on a
{fast track,” he said. “As long as they
understand they're not belng demot-
ed and promoted from game to
game, it should work real well.”

But the key this year will be the
Juniors, which Includes 5-foot-10 con.
ter Lee Albrecht and S-foot-9 wing
Jo Stephens, who transferred from
Detrolt Cauntry Day where she was
astarter,

Clinton, who averaged four as-
slsts, once agaln will run the show.
Her floor leadership wlll be even

Falcons eye '88 turnaround

By Dan O'Meara
statf writer

Diana Falr, girls basketball coach at Farming-
ton, believes the Falcons can duplicate what the

hopes a little more production from Hatcher and
Norman will make the Falcons a force difflcult to
contend with on the

Farmington averaged in the nelghburhood of 46
pointsa gnme, and Falr expects the team to

Detroit Red Wings did In 1986-87 and go from last
place to first in one season.

Farmington was 1-9 In the Lakes Division of the
Western Lakes Activities Association last fall, but
Falr sees a wide-open race this year.

‘There are {wo reasons !or hnr npUm!sdc out-

100! offsets the losaes.
1§\e first 1s that defending champlon and Class
A

sion, returning flve key players.

; “I'THINK WE can be in contentlon thls year,”
Fair said. “Things bave changed in the league, We
» want to be up there with the best of them.”

Farmington lost Stacy Swanderskl, a swing
player who averaged 13 points, forward Linda
Hacker and guard Kelll Koss to graduation, but
the quality of the varsity returnees more than

‘The Falcons figure to have a solld frontcourt

from the JV in mid-season, became a strong
scorer after getting acellmated Lo varsity compe-
uuam She averaged 10 polnts over the last aix

for

that because of the poten-

tial for more olfensive rebounding and scoring.
“WE DIDN'T DO too much of that

she said. “With three big girls, we should be scor-

ing oll lhl.' offensive boards, and that's a hig goal -

rus.”
Mellssa Tisdale, 5-foot-§ senlor, will play the

t year,”

F Salem was d by  With Marisa Ferrari, a 5-foot-9 senior, in the post int, and funior Jennifer McGlinch, a transfer
sending prep All Dena and Erika Hatcher, 5-foot-11 junlor, and Kristen ?:om uvo:{h Franklin, was apt to start the season
Head on to Lhe college ranks. Norman, 5-foot-10 senlor, at the forwards. st the shooting guard, Lisa Rockafellow, 5-foot-7
Secondly, the Falcons, who were 8-13 overall, Ferrari is an aggressive rebounder, averaging  senlor, is the fifth returnee who will divide play-
have one of the more veteran teams in the divi- seven a game last year, Hatcher, who came up ing time with McGlinch.

Farmington was dealt a blow at the guard pos!
tlons when junior Carrie Maler declded not ln re-
turn for another season of basketball. She opted to

Perrnrl'l obvlous forte is rebounding, and Fair

Pleasa tum to Page 2

chk guards key to North hopes

: :g:n mﬂl"ﬂmlh% of the u;u'o'!w po!nlhguuds. returns to :
- [1 ing lineup at North Fermington. S8he heads a strong
backcourt for the Raiders.

‘N ) . .

By Dan O'Mesra
staff wrltor

Coach Greg Capling describes
North Farminglon's girls basket-
ball team as being “small, scrawny
and serappy.”

The Raiders, not blessed with
great height, plan Lo of fset that by
taking advantage of their strength:
depth and experience In the
backeourt,

Capling's strategy calls for
North to play an aggressive, press-
ing defense that will enable the
Ralders lo use the full floor as
much as possible on offense,

“The guards will be the strength
of our team,” said Capling, who cn-
ters his third year as North's
coach.

“We're hopling ta scare quite a
few polnts in transition. The kids
do a good job of getting the batl out
and filling the lanes.”

THE KEY player in the whole
scheme could be 5-foot-3 Klm
Gureckl, a Juntor who started at
polnt guard last year.

She is one of six returning play-
ers Capling is counting heavily on,
Gureckl and fellow guards Debbie
Weintraub, Kelly Coulson and Lynn
Pennala are shoulder

‘basketball

outh Salem's Jill) Estey, but she
docs a 1ot of Lhings right for us.

“She's improved her court sense,
secing the whole floor and where
other people are Instead of charg-
ing to the basket. 1 Iusl wish she
was a little bigger.”

Welntraub, 5-3 senior, started
opposite Gureck! much of last sea-
son, which saw the Raiders {Inlsh
In fourth place with a 3-7 record in
the Lakes Divislon of the Western
Lakes Actlvities Assoclation.

Coulson, 5-5 senlor, missed all of
1ast scason with a knee Injury, but
Capling has high expectations for
her this year. But she will miss the
start of the season alter Janding on
a teammate’s foot white rebound-
ing and suffering a twisted knee.
Pennala, 5-7 senlor, will help com-
ing of!f the bench again.

*(CQULSON) RAS A lot of speed
and a chance to be In the alarung
1ineup when she comes back,"
Capling sald, “We played three

al) summer. We bave to
o Tt i «m‘f’.’:’--‘” :
up or
‘The rebounding largely will

mare important since she is the only
returning starter,

“This is radical rebuilding we're
doing," Baker sald, “Suddeniy, Jenny
Clinton goes from being a role play-
er on a senlor team to the catalyst on
a junlor-senlor team.”

But Clinton, whom Baker com-
pares to former Mercy star Annette
Rugglero, who is playing at Colorado
State, {3 the right player {n the right
posltion to fill that role.

“I THINK I'VE got an all-stale
point guard,” Baker sald. “She's
playing now at a level I expected her
to be at for. her senfor year.”

Clinton wlll be passing the ball to
difterent people, however, The Mar.
lins graduated all-area player Jan
Herberholz (forward), Adrienne
Clark (guard), Patty Chapp (wing)
and Jennifer Slosar (center). Clark
followed former Mercy all-stater
Yvette Malson to Drake University,

der and effective scorer around the
basket, according to Baker,

“LEE IS A true power forward
who will be asked to do a lot inside,
because we don't have good aize,” he
sald. “The key i3 how much she ylayn
without getting into foul trouble.”

The seniors are Amy Edward,
Pam Thompson and Jenny Gondek.
Edward and Thompson round out the
starting unit, while Gondek — “our
Luls Salazar; she can play anywhere
and contribute” — will be the first
player off (he bench,

“How far we go depends on what -

the seniors contribute with thelr
Mercy foundation,” Baker said.
“They've all come through the sys-
tem, and It will be a test uf what
they've learned over the years,”

The 5-foot-8 Thompson will play
forward and, along with Albrecht, is
one of the most Improved players.
She is playing with great confidence
a strong all-round

and Slosar Is on for vol-
leyball at Notre Dame.

“No question, we lost a lot of tal-
ent, but that's part of coaching high
school sports,” Baker sald. “We have
a tough schedule and very little ex-
aericnce against that kind of compe-

tion,”

Clinton was reunited with former
teammates when Stephens and jun-
{or Jennifer Basford, a transfer from
North Farmington, switched to Mer-
cy. All three played grade school
basketball together at Qur Lady of
Sorrows. The 5-foot-8 Basford is the
younger sister of former Marlin
standouts, Denise and Sarah.

Stephens, who will be the swing
player, takes the ball the hoop well
and has a nlce perimeter ahot, Baker
sald, Two broken toes have kept Bas-
{ford, who 19 slated for backup duty,
on the sidellnes,

Albrecht, who spent two years on
the JV squad, is three inches shorter
than Stosar but an excellent reboun-
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plnyer. Baker said,

The 5-foot-4 Edward, the star
plicher on Mercy's softball team,
will be the off guard. The leading
scorer on the JV two years ago, she
is definitely an outside scoring
threat. .

“SHE'S OUR BOMBER,"” Baker
sald, “She’s got the green light to
shoot the three-palnter.”

In the Central Divislon of the
Cathollc League, all but Redford
Bishop Borgess lost key people, and
Baker believes Mercy was hit the
hardest hit by graduation,

e Marlins open Thursday, Sept.
8, against Salem, will be host for the
annual Mercy Hoops Classic on
Thursday and Saturday, Sept. 15 and
17, and face Trenton and Saginaw
before starting diviston play.

“The tradition, dedlcation and

spirit is there,” Baker said. “The ex-
perience, size and depth aren't.
‘Those are our challenges.”
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