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By Steve Kowalakl
staff writer

AN ANYBODY UNSEAT
Westland John Glenn or

wlll the Rockets repeat as
the Western Lakes Actlvi-

tles Assc..tlon footbatl champlon?

One assumption says it is Farm.
ington Harrison’s turn to win back
the title. Glenn, a member of the
Lakes Divislon, won the WLAA
crown in 1985, Harrison, the perenni.
al Western Division power, clalmed
top honors the next year before
Glenn won it a second time last fall.

Now It would scem to be Harrl-
son’s turn again. Or maybe It's time
for North Farmington to claim the
coveted crown. The Raiders were
beaten by Harrison in the '88 finale
and tled Glenn and Livenia Steven-
son for first place in the Lakes Divi-
slon last year at 4-1, .

Glenn, North and Stevenson figure
to be the top contenders In the Lakes
Divislon. In the Western loop, Harrl-
son could be challenged by improved
ballclubs at Livonia Franklin and
Livonla Churchill,

The followlng is a summary out-
took for each of the WLAA teams.

Division
NORTH FARMINGTON

The Raiders were division tri-champs
fast year, and a strong senlor class should
assure North of being contenders sgain.
Norib was 7-2 overall, 4-1 in1ho Lakes.

Back for their senior compaigns are
lnebackers Joe Sturtz and Zgim Cume
mataj Sturz, who also doubles as a tall-
tack, wais an AIl-WLAA first team choice
n "87, Cummalaj also plays ollensive
tackie and was an Afl-Lakes pick.

$Senlor Mike Filipovich, a backup Quart-
erback last year bul a starting monstor-
back on delense, makes the transition to
full-time duty on offensa. His main torget
will be senlor Jorry Hakala, Other seniors
wilh starling experlence are Jason
Manczka, & two-way tineman, and Ryan
Seyburn, wha starteg a1 bolh clfensive
guard and finebacker.

Lost 1o graduation were wide recaivars
Todd Gesund {Grand Valley) and Chad
Henry, so depth 81 the skilled positions
will be a concern,

PLYMOUTH SALEM

The Rocks raversed thols gridiron for-
tunes tast year, finishing the season at 6-3
atter consocutive campalgns of 3-6,

All three of Salem’s losses came In the
Lakes, where the Rocks sattled for fourth
place at 2-3.

Salom must replaca its entire offensiva
ling, an arga af concern for a 1eam that
runs out of the wishbono, Onty two line-
men wilh exparlence return for the Aocks,
Rick VanDomelen, who also plays line-
backer, and Scott Sauter.

Junior Ryan Johnson, a starter at full-
back jast year, is likely to siart a1 quarter-
back, though he could ba challenged by
junlor Rob Kowalskl. Kownlskl started for
the junior varsity last year,

Salom doesn't thraw much, but whon it
does, loak for senior split and Chris For-
sytha. Doug Parrish will siart at fufiback
and also play dofensive tackle for the
Rocks,

Rogardiess of his status a1 quarierback,
1he 6-3, 215-pound Johnson will stast for
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a sacond yoar o1 stcong saloty, Mike Jar-
Yoy is 8 5-10, 160-pound finebacker, and
Kowalskl will got a shot at one of the
cotnerback positions, 100.

WALLED LAKE CENTRAL

Vikings coach Gary Tuz inboriled a
toam last yoas (hat owned an eight-gang
losing streak. Tho number has reachod
17, and Tuz doosn’t care to count any

t's something we'd like to put bohind
us," ha sald. “Hopalully, iI's & distinction
1hat we won't have vary long. You have 10
get over the hump of winning games that
you lost, which you shouldn't have.**

Seven starters retuin on bolh offense
and defense for Central, Including senior
quarierback Dork Wallace, who tossed
tive 10uchdown passes In '87. Dennis Dy~
man {6-0, 190) All-Oakland County se-
lection. raturns at otfensive tackle and de-
fensive end.

Anoiher one ol Cenlral's few pleasant
surprisos last year was Junio fullback?
linebacker Nick Kilnor, who was brought
up in the middlo of the year,

Senlor dofensive tackle Tony Lasher Is
a bit imposing at 6-1 and 225, and junior
Brian Buchan will return to play strong
salaty.

FARMINGTON

First-year Farmington coach Rick Mil-
hizer discovated tho obvious last wintor
when he took over the struggling football
peogram,

"The cupboards werte not ful,” sald
Mikhizer, 29. “But it's not fair 1o our sen-
iots 1o call It a robullding year. Wo're
daing evaryihing possible 10 win nos

The Falcons finished 2-7 overall,
tho Lakes.

Farmington is Inoxparienced throughou!
its lineup, with mos1 of Its depth coming in
the otfensive backiield. Senior Paul Woy-
fowich will be a dependable ruanor from
hig failback position, Tackle Dan Dressler
Is tho only refutning oftenstve lIneman with
any experience.

Quarterback Erlc Miller, a startor on the
funlor varsity last year, will play the posl-
{ion on tho varsity,

Jason Guiting and Sam Tanar) aro o
palr of junlors expeciod to be two-way
linemen. Others 1ha! figure to see action
arp Mait Jonas, tight end/datensive end,
and Bill Woaster, wido recaiver/free sate-
ty.

-4 in

JOHN GLENN

With all the talent Glenn lost to gradua-
fion, you'd think coach Chuck Gordon
‘was ready 1o call this a rebuilding yoas,

Glenn, which daloated Farmingon Har-
rison In he title game, begins 1ha saason
wilhout guarterback Ciint Siraub, tight
end Joif Graham {Michigan State}, and
fineman Chrls Schatter {(Cantral Mich)-
gen). The enly reasen Siraub Isn't playing
college football Is because he signed at
Waestern Michigan 10 ptay basaball.

But betore counting Glenn out of this
year's WLAA title chase, remember Got-
don neves has had a losing season.

Tho Rockels are young, with jusi two
starters telurning on defense and one on
cltense. Bryant Sattetlea will bo the joad-
er, moving irom fullback 10 tailback on of-
fensa and rotutning 16 8 linobacker posi-
tion on dalense.

“Ha doosn't have brenkaway speed,
but he's faster than you'd think,” sold
Gordon.

The other returning starter tor Gordon
o defense Is dofensive back Dale Yanick,

Joe Sturlz (No. 40) of North Farmington is expected to carry
much of the load for the Raiders, who hope to contend again

Inheriting Siraub's position at quarter-
back is Etic Stover, “wha has o good
atm; tho thing he tacks Is experience,”
Gordon sald. The lulback will ba senior.
Andre Dixon.

Tha receiving group Is led by Greg An-
derson, o part-lime starlet in ‘87, and
senlor Casey Killngdeck. A pleasant
sutptise on the olfonsive tino is Joo Wil
lilams, @ senior tackle. Threo playors, Tim
Kossler, Jatt Cooper and Dan Crott, are
focked in a battle fos the two guard posl-
tions.

Andorson, Killingbeck, Yanick and Jun-
lor Brian Stephanson have sacured posk
tions in tho secondary,

LIVONIA STEVENSON

Tho Spartans fled Glenn and North for
first In the Lokes and were 7-2 ovorall.

Stevenscn Isn't ovorwholming on pa-
por, wilh losses of Mike Nettie {Central
Michigan) ang Nick Polouholf (Saginaw
Valiey) In panticular,

But coach Jack Reardon ikes the Spac-
tans' compollilveness, and he has a
winner in taiiback Rob Chanko, a ttl-cap-
tain who broke four school records.

Chanko rushed for 979 yards and 12
touchdowns last year. Also fetutning for
Stevenson are two-way tackles Eric Ruth
and Joa Shymanski,

The quariecback pasltion Is unsottied,
with senior Mike Dallmonte and Junior
Jason Cotton vying for the Job,

STEVE FECHT/stat pholographer

over last

Churchill coach Herb

yes imp
yoar's 4-5 record, The Chargers are members of the Western
Division of the WLAA.

Western

FARMINGTON HARRISON

Only threo starters toturn cifensively lor
the Class B sialo unnorup, but one-third
ol the trio is quarterback Mitard Coleman,

Good news lor Harrison, bad news for
1he rest of tho teams in the WLAA,

Coleman direcied Horrlson to an 11-2
record and he rolurns for his Junior com-
paign along with senior split end Chad
Burgess and sanior tight end Bryan Waul-
dron.

in Cofoman, the Hawks have ona cf the
state's premior quarierbacks, A elusive
runner and lino passer, tho 5-foot-8, 166-
pound Coleman threw for 2,087 yards,
complating 112 of 204 passes, including

17 for touchdowns.

Burgoss cought 30 of Colaman's pass-
s for 538 yards and tve TDs. The 6-2
Wauldron emerged as Hanison's big play
threat, calching 29 passes for a 24.6 yard
average and six TDs.

Quesiion marks remaln on tho ofiensive
line, whete Hatrison lost all tive stotters 1o

Weslarn was 3-6 overall and placed
fourth In tha division at 2-3.

Apap sald his bosi players, Bonar and
Shoane Scannoll, aro conslidarably
stronger than they weto last yen:. Bonar
wilt start at offensive guard and Scannell,
who played tight end In 1987, has con-
verted to quarlerback this tall. Both play-
ars also anchor Wostern's defonse from
thelr Insido linobacker positions.

Apap is excited about Scannoll's versa-
1ility and anticipates a tine ceason from
him.

"He cou'd b a running back, a lot of
dilforont 1hings,” Apap said. “Ha's thtea
times boiter 8nd much stionger than ho
was las{ year, and 1 think ho's one of the
bost In Oaktand County.*

The Wartiors have seven slarters ro-
turaing on defanse. Back lor thelr senior
soasans in the secondary arp John En-
gotl, Mark Kocsis and Brent Liddy,

Apnp expecis senior outside linebacker
Agron Emmons 10 add to an afready
sirong linebacking corps.

PLYMOUTH CANTON

The Chials have not enjoyed a winning
footbali season in 18 yoars of 1he schocl’s
oxistonce. Veteran coach Bob Khoenle
wants that lutlity to end.

“Soonar of tater, thare has got 1o be a
group of kids who say, ‘Hay, et’s gat this
done and sot o better slancard for
Canton,' ” Khoenle sald. "That's what
wa'te hoping for."*

Khoonle welcomes back 19 lattermen
off & team that was 3-6 overall and tied
for last in the Weslern Division wilth North-.
vile i 1-4,

Elght starters roturn on dofense, led by
the sonlor linbacking tandem of Scott
Swartzwolter &nd 8ruce Hormanson, An-
choring the secondary arg seniors Jim
Young and Kevin Stackpoole. Grog
Waslak {6-1, 195) returns al a down line~
man position,

Oftonsively, the Chials wilt culter from
Inoxpationce, Khoonlo sald. Gona Is
spoedy tallback Rogar Trice. The fullback
poshlon is golid, however, wilh tho 6-toot,

175-pound Yourg retutning for his soc-
ond year as a stater.

At quarierbock, Khoenlo has sattled on
[unior Jason Dembny, who playsd on the
|unior varslly In 1987,

“Ho's 8 thrower as opposed to &
runner, but he can run bocause ho's a
very good athleie,” Khoenle said.

NORTHVILLE

The Mustangs tied Canton fox last place
In 1ho Western Division, and coach Darrol
Schumachor hopes for a modest Improve-
ment. Norihville was 2-7 overall.

- love to say wa'ie contenders,
but we'se probably middia of the pack,”
sald Schumacher. “When you've gol
Harrlson in your division,

op to play up
front are tackles John Kennedy and Dale
Katz, and guards Mark Stifier and Joff
Skinner.

Tho ling will Iry 10 open holes for Cole-
man and running back Maf Conley, who
last yoor caried tho ball 50 times for 238
yards In a part-1imeo sofe,

Datonsively, coach John Hatrington will
be without nine of last year’s starters, but
Burgess telurns in the secondary after
foading tha tenm wilh eight Interceptions,

Also back is Intenor lneman Jelf
Skinnet, Steve Hill will handlo the place-
kicking dubes afler convarling 46 of 48
©ala points & yenr ago.

WALLED LAKE WESTERN

One of Wastern's playors, Stave Bonar,
bulked up over the winter ang can bench
Ppross 420 pounds.

But will 1he rigorous off-soason weight.
liting program employed by coach Chuck
Apap bs anough 10 Ll the rest of Wast-
em's team Into Ihe elite class of the Wos!-
e Division? .

f di
things sfart tough fight thero, Livonia
Franklin will chatlenge, and I think Canton
has a lot of tatent 1his yoar."*

Fivo startess raturn on both sides of the
line of scrimmago, with senior oulside
linebacker Mike Hafo being 1he most im.
pressive of 1he returnees. Tha three-year
startet made fusi-ieam AIMWLAA ang
Schumachet calis him cne of the betlet
hnebackers in the area

Returning in ihe sccondary for North.
wille 5 5-10, 175-pound senior hke
Kartis, an all Western Division selection.
Al,0 back s Sam Khashan al strong sate-
1y

Semor quarterback Greg Price
ighights the It of slarters reluining on
oflense Price (6-3, 190) gained valuablo
expetience last fall, as did spht end Dave
Crydetman. Also rotutning Is Tadd Dan-
iols, a threo-yedr siarter a1 fuliback. Dan-
iels nlso will se0 actlon ni linebacker.

Dave Foliceth {6-1, 215) will lino up a1
tackle again, and Seon Statkwoather (6-
3, 180) retums to his tight end position,
Nochvilie Is than recent ysars, bt
the Mustange sIK have trouble matching

Foes look to unseat Hawks, Glenn
Races could be tight i '

RANDY BORST/stati photagraphar

this season for the Western Lakes Activities Association foot-
ball championship, North is coming off a 7-2 season.

BiLL BNESLFW!‘O" Ppholographer

Ryan Johnson is only a junior, but will lead the Plymouth Satem
Rocks into battle this season In quest ot a WLAA crown.

up agalnst most WLAA toams, according
1o Schumacher.

“For Northvilla, wa've got docent size,”
ho said. “We're much bigger than wo've
boen in the past, But not as big as the
rest of tho teams.™

LIVONIA CHURCHILL

Tho most veteran team In the aroa un-
doubledly belongs 10 Churchill, which
could start 19 senlors. Coming olf o 3-5
campaign, 1tho Chargers might be the
Tenm to walch.

All 11 starlers on offense are seniors,
ted by spiit end and placekicher Jason
Belairg. Eric Osen (6-2 395) rolurng o1
quatterback, and Jett Zawsiak, a bicakn-
way threal, wil line up at tailback

One of the two jumor stirters on de-
fense is Trenl Naumnchetl, who may bo the
team’s quickesl athlete, coach Hert
Oulertand said Junior Mike Juodawlkis,
who played lelt fackle as a sophomare,
wall SPIE time At gkl end walt senior Jim
Stodsades

But thy Chargers’ success will be dater-
muned by Iheit Senor ¢lass

“I's UP 10 1ha seniors, where They want
10 go wilh ther experience.” Oslertand
sald. **I'm not going to pul myselt on 1he
Spal, but these kids aro capable of play-
ing good football. They'ra not quiiters.”’

Othor players who should make a con-
tritution 10 Churchill's success incude
salely/epilt ond Rob Moraschenetl, 265-
pound lineman Jetf Brisiow, and two-way

Nel Ciemens,

LIVONIA FRANKLIN

The Patriots were 5-4 a yeat ago. fin-
ishing second 10 Harsison in the Western
Division at 3-2. Improvement means
knocking olf perennlal state Class B pow-
er Harrison,

The Patriots won't meet the Hawks unt
tho tourth week of Ihe season, Sept. 24
at homo.

“I won't know how we can do against
Hatrizon until | seo how we play in out lrst
two games {against Lansing Soxion any
Livoma Stevensen),”™ said $d-year coach
Armand Vigna. *"You'te 100 porcent nght.
1hough, about beating Harrison."

Vigna has a quarieiback dilemma that
may never be soived. Will ho use senio!
Ctaig Allard, an option quarterback, who
starled a nine games 1ast fall? Qr wll he
9o with strong-aremed Jotl Roth, who in
proved in the off-season? Or will he atter:
nate boih?

0 terupted to use bolh, although the
two-quaterback system is tough,” Vigna
sad “F'm Inkering with the idea. Thal's
the question mark,

The Patnots have depth nt the skillod
positions, whero ruening dack Brian Dra-
bickl teturns. Alsa back (s Joseph Rnns-
ley. a senics finnker, and split ond Michaet
Patzsch, who also kicks punts,

On defense, Franklin will call upon
Scoit Mayle 1o plug hotes on the delen-
siva line, Maylo {610, 225} Ia one of.he
strongest Pairiots. Greg Pand, who,
2n Al-Division choice, retums al miadie’
finebacker, .




