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By Brad Emons
stat wriler

When it comes to high school
{ootball, the Cathollc League’s Cen-
tral Division is known as one of the
best, If not the best in the state,

The Central Is the Catholic
League's verslon of the old NFL
“Black and Blue" Division; it Is
hard-hitting and defense-oriented.

Borgess coach Dan Henry enters his third sea-

Catholic

As the 1988 season approaches,
the Central witl again be a hotly
contested race with the winner

more than likely advancing to the
state playolfs.

Last year, two teams from the
Central, Redford Catholle Central
and Birmingham Brother Rice,
made the Class A tournament.

Ironically, the two (eams wound
up facing each other In the semlfl-
nals with CC defcating the Warrl-
ors for the second time.

. Since the Michigan High School

Proud and potent
Central survivor a playoff probable

Athletic Associotion began its foot-
ball playoffs In 1975, the Central
has produced four state champlons,
three by Rice and the other by CC.

The six teams hope to claim the
divislonal crown this year.

Here Is a preview of the league
before the scason kicks off,

REDFORD CATHOLIC CENTRAL

The Shamrocks were hit hard by
graduation, losing three All-Staie line-
man: Toby Heaton {Michigan State),
Erik Knuth {Michigan) and Pete Dank-
ert {loly Cross), Also xone ls unbucl:
Chris Knvulh {Holy Cross| r Kurt
Ross (Eastern Michigan) and Ilnr.-bn cker
Scott McKee (Wayne State).

The most natable returnees include
quarterback Scott Hauncher, sho start-
«cd all 13 games tast season; fullback/
nose guard Lee Krueger, halfback Chris
Johnston, defensive back Steve Szerlag,
tight end/defenslve end Lou Yeager,
and kicker/punter Pete Elezovic,

Several newcomers must  come
through if the Shamnrocks (11-2, §-0) are
to repeat as Catholic League champl-

ons.

Hoping to belp are tackles Jack
Dankert (6 feet 3 nches, 215 pounds)
and Ryan Bell (6-3, 225). Dankert Is a
senior, Bellis a junlor.

BIRMINGHAM BROTHER RICE

The Warrlors (10-2, 4-1) lost three
outstanding players to graduation: tall+
back Jason Woll (Southern Methodlst),
tackle Paui Mannlng (Michigan) and de-
fenslve back Charlie Brennan (Boston
Collcge).

Woll rushed for 1,372 yards and 21
touchdowns, but junlor Steve Morrison
(6-2, 210} Is waiting in the wings.

lso returning are senjor tackles Jor-
dan Halter {6-8, 255} and Mark Mclia (6-
3, 240} The new quarterback is Jjunlor
Bob Utter (5-8, 165). Co-captalns Dean
Moscovle, a state wresiling champlon
who plays free safety, and linebacker
Scott Merchant, Icad the defense.

REDFORD BISHOP BORGESS

‘The Spartans (5-4, 2-3) have plenty of
speed and slze to compete in the rugged
Central.

But depth is a problem for third-year
coach Dan Henry — several players
will be forced to play both offense and
defense. Among the chosen are two out-
standing tackles, seniors Andre Cade (6-
2, 275) and Dorlan Marshall (6-1, 250).

Replacing Eric Emanuel {illlnois

photon by STEVE FECHT/sta phatographes

size and speed enough to challenge for the di-

State} at Is senlor Ebbje
Herbert, who Is belng converted from
wide recciver. Also gone is tailback
Corey lvey (Taledo), but hoplng to plck

Scott Hauncher siarted sf) 13 games at quarterback for CC In
'87, guiding the Shamrocks to the Class A state finals.

up the stack is veteran fullback Mario
Araqull.

Ameng the promising newcomers are
senlor guard/linebacker LeRoy Wynn,
Junlar wide recelver Kareem
and senjor guard/linebacker Kwh
Davis.

WARREN D¢LaSALLE

Coach Ray Barr is optimistic about
the Pllots' chances |n 1983 as 12 start-
ers return from a team that went 5-4
overall and 2-3 in the Central.

Quarterback Mike Kraslekl returns,
but he may be moved to tallback in fa-
vor :I Jason Ahee, a standout defenslye
back.

One of the team's most versatlle
players Is wide receiver/defensive back

rry Lavigne. The 6-4 senor is
the kicker and punter.

Defensively, DeLaSalle has an out-
standing linebacker in Rob Dameson (6~
2,205).

Meanwhlle, Barr is boplag to shore
up the intelor tne with a pair of jun-
iors, 67, 270-pount tk Grees, who
lettered a3 a sophomore, and &2 238
pound Mark Thomas.

“We expect to be there,” Barr sajd.
“If there's any sleeper, it's Borgess.”

HARPER WDS, NOTRE DAME
Notre Dame coach Bob LaPointe,

now Lo his flfth season, will usa triple-
optlon led by three-year starter quart-
erback Jeff Dixoa,

“He's a fioa athlete,” LaPolnte said.
“He's a good runner and an adequate

when we poed him.”

Two experienced backs also return in
junlor DesJaun Reynolds, who started
n lophomure. and senlor Sean

De!rn:lvely. the Fighting Irish wul
bave two quick senior lloebackers
Jim Betley (5-11, 205) and Kcvln
Miodonski (811, 190).

“They can really twist and go," La-
Polnte sald. *“They'll create some prob-
lems.”

is trying to improve on last year's
4-5 overall record and 1-4 mark In the

Central,

“It's golng to be an balanced league,”
LaPolate sald. "Nobody will go un-
defeated. I think Rice is the team to
beat, but everybody bas a shot”

H.W, BISHOP GALLAGHER

Veteran coach George Sahadt is hop-
ing the umﬂualmymeln the Cen-
Inl ter poating a record overall
record of 4-5. Gallagher woa one of flve
Central games.
The Lancers have several players re-
:!uz'lmng with good speed at Lhe sk!ll po-
ons.

'son at the helm with a team possessing both  vision title.
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