Labor Ieads convention picks

By Tim Richard
stat! writer

in the blue-collar district, led Koch's

Frn.nk Garrison didn't mince

‘woras,

“Half this convention Is in thls
room,"” the president of the Michigan
AFL-CIO told the labor caucus the
day before the Democratic State
Convention,

In five minutes, the labor caucus
Saturday unanimously endorsed the
slate of nomlnees recommended by
the federation's exccutive counci),

Next day the full conventlon, after
two floor fights, picked the same
candidates for the state Supreme
Court and four education boards.

IN THE contested races, Stephen
T. Economy, a Michigan Bell execu-
tive from Farmington Hills, won a
nomlinatlon to the State Board of Ed-
ucatlon, and Vickie Kremm, a UAW
organizer from Rochester Hills, won
a knock-down, drag-out contest for a
Wayne State University bid.

Republicans wlll pick thelr slate
Sept. 9-10,

“Wayne State nceds someone on
the board who respects organized la-
bor,” sald Frederick Vocino, presl-
dent of UAW Local 2071, whose 950
members went on strike last week at
the state’s third largest university.
Vocino made the nominating speech
for Kremm, on leave from her pur-
<chasing job at Oakland University.

KREMM WON a 2,184 to 850 vic-
tory over Christine Koch, who runs
the 12th District offlce of U.S. Rep.
David Bonior of Macomb County.
Bonior, whose supporters are report-
edly often at odds with UAW leaders

Afterwards, Bonlor bad no com-
ment on why the UAW put up
Kremm ageainat Koch despits his
candidate's early head start and
many unlon ons,

The WSU strike was clearly the is-
sue to Kremm, a full-time UAW or-
ganlzer for technical, office and pro-
fessional personnel.

“I served on the board of the nur-
sery school and the board of the
PTA," she told the 18th Congression-
al District caucus.

‘1 have a strong
interest in education,
personally and through
involvement of my
company.’

— Stephen Economy

“For the last 14 years I've been an
employee of Oakland U y In
Rochester, The first couple of years
at Oakland I spent in their board of
trustees office, 50 I'm famillar with
the tremendous responsibilities.”

AFTER REFERRING a half-doz.
en times to her UAW negatlating du-
ties and the need for gocd labor rela-
tions, Kremm sald, “My mother and
father couldn't afford to send me to
college except to business school for
a few months , . . I'm also a single
parent. 1 raised a beautlful daughter
+ + - and I couldn't atford to send her
to college elther.

“I'm just one of a growing number
of single parents who can’t afford
the cost of a college education for
thelr children, And it worries me, I
know the importance of those letters
— B.A., MA,, PhD. — after your
name,"” she sald.

Witkin Oakland County, Kremm
has been vice chair and treasurer of
the Democratic Party.

Koch, a graduate of WSU, issued
fresh literature Sunday saying she is
a former teacher who once walked a

Demoerats are of two minds
about the Electoral College.

For some it's a way to reward
lengtime party workers with a
chance to cast one of the 535 offi-
clal votes for president and vice
presldent of the United States. Oth-
ers use it to reward upcoming par-
ty activists.

Last weekend the Michigan
Democratic Party pleked its 20
members of the Electaral College
who witl vote for Michael Dukakis
and Lloyd Bentsen early in Dem-
cember In Eansing i that . slate
wins Michigan Nov. 8.

At-Jarge nominees are two party
officers;  state chalrman Rick
Welner and recording secretary
Barbara Maddox, both relatively
young people.

College for Moss
if Dukakis wins

Other chofces from Observer &
Eccentric area congressional dis.
tricts:

® 18th — Harry Moss of Bir.
mingham, longtime party worker
and resolutions chairman,

#® 2nd — Nell Staebler, Ann Ar.
bor businessman and state party
chalrman when G. Mennen Wl
liams was governor (1940-60), later
a congressman and 1964 guberna-
torial nominee,

® 15th — Bryan L. Amann of
‘Wayne, chlef deputy Wayne County
clerk, the kind of newcomer clerk
James Killeen likes to purture and
promote.

@ 17th — David Plawecki of
Dearborn Helghts, 40, former
threc-term state senator and alde
to Congressman Sander Levin.

OU is poised

for strik

By Pat Murphy
staff wrlter

Oakland University Is poised for
a strike today, with both sides hoplng
last minute talks would resolve an
impasse over wages that threatens
0 disrupt the first scheduled day of
classes.

At a press conference Wednesday
afternoon, the president of the OU
chapter of the tion

e today

pay hikes of 4.4 percent the first
year, 4.8 percent in the second year
and $ percent !n the third year of the
contract.

That propesed wage hike would be
In addition to step Increases of 2.3
percent which are scheduled to auto-
matically go into effect for an esti-
mated 60 percent of the faculty who
have not reached the top of the pay
scale, Barnard said.

. of University Professors {AAUP)said

contract talks could continue into

< the morning today, “providing there
© is progress" to warrant continued
: negotlations,

“1 hope we get a contract,” said

- AAUP President Jack Barnard, a

histary professor, “But If we don't
have a contract at 8 a.m,, our teach-
ers will not be In the classroom. It
would be a sad day for us (If a strike
materializes), and one we had hoped
to avoid.”"

OU admintstrators, however, say
classrooms will be open at regularly
scheduled times. “We'll be open to-
morrow one way or another,” said
spokesperson James Llewellyn.

Both stdes have telephone hotlines
to case confuslon. The unlversity's is
370-2000, and the AAUP’s is 375.
2200, or 375-2202. Radlo and televl-
slon newscasts also are cxpected to
glve perlodic updates.

The AAUP's hree-year contract
expired at midnight Aug. 15. Negoti-
atlons before a state medlator have
resolved some “complicated” fssues,
sald Barnard. But the t Ing im-

The previously of.
fered pay hikes of 2.4 percent In the
first year and 2,5 percent in each of
the next two years, Barnard said,
and had not changed its proposal as
of late Wednesday.

The average faculty member at
OU makes about $37,000 annually,
Barnard said, or as much as $9,000
10 $10,000 less than comparably edu-
cated teachers In nearby public
school systems, “We don't begrudge
those teachers their higher sataries,"
he sald, “But we should get more as
well”

Llewellyn declined to discuss the
university’s last proposal. But other
administrators said OU is faced with
a $1.6 million budget delicit alter
Gov. James J, Blanchard forced the
unlversity to rollback a tultlon in-
crease from 19.3 to 9.7 percent.

Asked {f facully members sup-
ported the AAUP position, Barnard
sald that members authorized a
strike last Monday by a 168 to 7
margin. “They are backing us about
as strongly as we can ask,” he sald,

Of the 400 or 5o full-time faculty

ibers at OU, 346 are of

passe |s wages.

The faculty is asking for increases
amounting to about $1,600 per per-
son per year, Barnard said. “The last

. offer administrators put on the table
: was for about $900,” be sald.

the AAUP. Part-time faculty mem-
bers have indlvidual contracts and
are thus not affected by ongoing ne-
gotlations.

Abont 12,000 students were regls-
tered at OU as of late Wednesday,
administrators sald.

picket line in Harper Woods and is
the daughter of a UAW member, She
carried only her home 12th Congres-
sional District,

ECONOMY, EXECUTIVE assist.
ant to the president of Michigan
Bell, won top backing for the State

rd of Education post though he is
little known in Ozkland County Dem-
ocratic clrcles,

“I've never heard of him," said

had no Democratic Party back-
ground,”

Economy collected 2,038 votes to
*398 for Peggy Tortarice, a Flint area
veteran of 21 years on local and in-
termedlate boards of education.

“I'VE BEEN active in a number
of campaigns,” Economy sald In an
interview in nolsy Cobo Hall.

“I've worked on ('Wnync County

Vicki Barnett, F Hills par-
ty worker and 1984 candidate for
state representative there,

“The education caucus rejecled
Economy,"” sald Gerald Faye, a pro-
fessor at Oakland Community Col-
lege and an active Democrat, “be-
cause they didn’t hear a strong com-
mitment on women's rights, and he

) Ed s cam-
paign and supported (U.S. Rep.)} Bob
Carr (of East Lansing).

“1 have a strong Interest in educa-
tlon, personally and through invalve
ment of my company,” he sald, clt-
ing work on the Mlchigan Economle
Education Council, presldency of the
Internatlonat Institute of Detrolt and

(O¥5A
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work with Detrolt schools,

“I worked on the Partnership With
Education task force — it was ap-
polnted by Phil Runket (former state

dent of public

— whose purpose was to get busi-
ness more involved with the
schools.” -

Economy has a bachelor's degree
In political science from the Univer-
sity of Michigan and a master's in
business administration from Mlchi-
gan State.

TWO OTHER Oakland County

Democrats won educatlon board
t without

Both are attorneys who have done

extensive work wilh bankruptcies,

Barbara Rom of Bloomfield Hills
was nominated to the Michlgan State
Unlversity board after 20 years of
party work and fund raising. Both of
her degrees are from the U-M.

“If you've heard of Sander's choc-
olate, that's one of the cases we
worked on, she said. “I'm also
treasurer of the Women's Economie
Ciub of Detroit.

“We're going to make the Michi-
gan Education Trust a viable pro-
gram, and that tuitlon costs witl be
kept In line so people can afford to
attend our universities.”

Rom promlsed to make affirma-
tive actlon a priority at the faculty
level.

F. Thomas Lewand, a former Oak-
land County commlssioner and 1980
count,

DemoCrats
fill ballot
for Nov. 8

Here is the Michigan Demo-
cratic Party's Nov. @ slate, as
picked by the state convention
last weekend In Detroit.

Sopreme Court (non-partisan)

Marvin Stemplen, Wayne
County clreult judge and former
state representative from Livonla
(nominated); incumbent Justice
Charles Levin (endorsed).

State Board of Education —
Larry Crawford, a dentist and
former two-term mayor of Sagi-
naw; Stephen Economy, Michigan
Bflllls exccutive from Farmington
Hllls,

Unlversity of Michigan Board
of Regents — incumbent Nellie
Varner, former associate dean of
the U-M graduate school, Detroit;
gni F. Thomas Lewand, Royal

ak.

Michigans State Ualversity
Board of Trustees — Barbara
Rom, Bloomfleld Hills attorney;
and Robert Welss, former Genes-
see County prosecutor and for-
mer Grand Blanc school board
member,

fWuyne State University Board
of -

Yy was
nominated for the U-M Board of Re-
gents,

A close assoclate for years of Gov,
James J. Blanchard, Lewand was his
chief of staff for a year.

Mur-
ray Jackson, founding president
of Wayne County Communlity Col-
lege; and Victoria Kremm, UAW
organizer from Rochester Hills.
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