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Grave Robbers dig bare bones beat

By Larzy O'Connor
staff writer

--.Throw In the raw guitar sound like the MC-5
‘or the Rolling Stones. Add some dlverse lyries in
the splrit of Jim Carroll or Patti Smith,

Maybe Include a dash of ireny, a la the Ra-
“mones, for a blt of spice,

Of course, trying this in the kitchen whl cause
a considerable mess. On stage, though, you'll
have the stralght-ahead rock'n’roll thunder of
Jimmle Bones and the Grave Robbers,

But Art Lyzak of Lili's 21 had no idea of what
he was getting a few weeks back when he
booked the five-member group into the Ham-
tramcek club, Another band had canceled at the
last minute, leaving the former member of the
Motor Clty Mutants scurrying for another group.

All Lyzak had was a video of Jimmle Bones
and the Grave Robbers. He gave the little-heard-
of group a call.

Much to his surprise, the place was packed
and Bones and hls Grave Robbers shook the
house with a no-holds-barred approach to
rock'n'roll.

“They Just play good,
“rock'n’roll,” Lyzak sald.

It's a straight.ahead sound that's was honed in
only nlne months time. The band formed out of a
:serles of Jam sessions with lead singer Jimmie

straight-ahcad

Bones and Dominle LaMarra,

‘THE BARE-BONES approach Is certainly not
new In rock'n’roll circles. Both Bones and
LaMarra are well aware of that.

Both are confident that they're own trade-
marks of vivid writing and hard-driving style
will make them known.

“As far as writing goes, I try Lo write from a
personal perspective,” sald Bones, whose sing-
ing style is marked by a low, resonant volce. “Or
I'l take a story that someone has told me and
write a song about that.

“I try lo write a little deeper relative to a
sound that is able to catch people’s attentlon,”

Let's not get too scientlflc, though. For what-
ever reasan, It works,

Jimmie Bones and the Grave Robbers, more
than anything, are a sum total of what's tran-
spired in music for the past 20 years. Rhythm
and blues, shades of punk and heavy metal can
all be found here.

LaMarra sces the meshing of different musi.
cal genres, between the hard rock influences of
the ‘708 and the new music crowd of the 1980s,
Guns N’ Roses and the Smithercens are some of
the examples to be cited.

“That's something you hear in the newer
bands coming out now . . . more of that grind.
ing gultar sound,” LaMnrra sald. “The bands are
coming back to the middle of the malnstream.”

LaMarra honed his skills in The Reputations,
2 highly regarded Detrolt band. He learned the
Importance of breaking the mode of standard
hard rock drum rhythms, instead taking a more
upbeat approach.

JIMMIE BONES pluyed ina numbcr of local

By Larry O'Connor
staff writer

—_—
When tuning into WDET-FM

102 from 10 p.m. to midnight, the

question is whether thls is a radlo

show or merely a conversation

between two friends during lunch,
With Martin Bandyke and

Ra!ph Valdez, the answer tends to
be the latter,

An inlorma] air surrounds their
show, “Dimension.” The casual
nature of this two-hour program
is what, perhaps, sets “Dimen-
sion" apart from other new music
shews on Sunday night.

“We approach it llke we're hav-
ing friends over to the house, and
we're playing musle for them,”
sald Bandyke, who has hosted
“Dimension” with Valdez for
nearly six years.

Chances are you won't know
what to make of “Dimension” at
first. A steady stream of new mu.
sie from up-and-coming bands,
like the Plxies, Throwing Muses
and Wire, is featured without the
standard deejay rap.

Instead, Bandyke and Valdez
{ill idle air Ume by talking about
the latest film at the Mlchlgan
Theater in Ann Arbor or the new
exhiblt at the Detroit Institute of
Arts. Sometimes they engage in a
Slskel-Ebert debate over the mer.
Its of a record just played,

Surprisingly, they manage to
pull it off without coming off as a
pair of holty-tolty Intellectual

rock'n'roll outflts,
heavy metal sounding Jack Black and Mlller's
Kltters (obviously, Bones has developed a knack
for belng in well-named bands).

From those experiences, the game plan is
clear for Jimmie Bones and the Grave Robbers.
The want (o play a selective number of dates
locally, aveidlng saturation. Also, they would
llke to make regular rounds on the outstate col-
lege clreuit.

“We want to keep writing,” Domlnic sald. "It
all boils down to your writing.”

Already, the group has shown some depth with
socially relevant “All In the Cards,” which deals
with contrasts between the daily lite of the rich
and the homeless. Yet the band 2lso produces
the punchy tunes, “Tough Glrl," that leave pco-
ple running (o the dance floor.

The name of the band itself will more than
Hkely plque the interest of the non-local rock
variety. “It was probably a combination of too
much beer and watching the Three Stooges,”
Jimmle Bones said.

IN CONCERT

® THE LYRES

‘The Lyres, who are from Boston,
-will perform Tuesday, Sept. 6, at the
Blind Pig, 208 S. First, Ann Arbor.
'For more information, call 996-8555.

® ROMANCE

Romance will perform Wednesday
through Saturday, Sept. 7-10, at
‘Jaggers, 3481 Elizabeth Lake Road,
Pontlac. For more information, call
6811700,

'® WALK THE DOGMA

Walk the Dogma will perform,
along with Figure 4, on Thursday,
Sept. 8, at Paycheck's Lounge, 2932
Canltf, Hamtramck. For more infor-
matlon, call 872-8934,

® TERRENCE SIMIEN

Terrence Simien & The Mallet
Playboys, who are from New Or-
leans, will perform at 10 p.m. Thurs-
day, Sept. 8, at The Blind Plg, 208 S,
First St., Ann Arbor. Tlckets are $7
and avatlable only at the door.

® POLISH MUSLIMS

The Polish Muslims wtll perform
5:30-8:30 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 8, in
the New Center area, Woodward Av-
enue and West Grand Boulevard.

® THE SHY
The Shy wlll perform on Friday,
Sept. 9, at Lifi’'s 21, 2930 Jacob,
For mare
call 875-6555.

@ N SOMETIMES ¥

N Sometlmes Y will perform,
along with Souled Out, on Friday,
Sept. 9, at the Hamtramck Pub, 2048
Caniff, off 1-75. For more Informa-
tlon, call 365-8760.

® FUNHOUSE

Funhouse will perform on Satur.
day, Sept. 10, at LHi's 21, 2930 Can-
iff, Hamtramck. For mare informa-
tlon, call 875-6555.

® SEE DICK RUN

See Dick Run will perform on Sat-
urday, Sept. 10, at Hamtramek Pub,
2048 Canllf, off 1.75, For more infor-
matlon, call 365-9760.

® JUGGLERS AND THIEVES

Jugglers and Thieves will perform
along with Anti-Fashion and Ash Can
VanGogh on Saturday, Sept. 10, af
Paycheck's Lounge, 2932 C:mm

For more

call 872-8934.
® J.J. CALE

J.J. Cale will perform at 7:30 p.m.
and 10 p.m. Monday, Sept. 12, at The
Ark, 637 S. Main, Ann Arbor. Tlckets
are $12.50 in advance. For more in-
{formation, call 99-MUSIC.
® B.B. KING

B.B. King will perform at 7:30
p.m. Friday, Oct. 7, at the Michigan
Theater, 603 E, Liberty, Ann Atbor,
Tickets are $16.50 and $12.50. For
more Information, calt 99-MUSIC.

“I DON'T like to be seen as eli-
tist or just playing strange mu-
sic," Bandyke sald. “I feel we're
playlng music that’s enjoyable
and challenging at times. We're
not trying to allenate listeners or
be weird. Or to be obscure for the
sake of belng obscure.”

“1 think our friendship comes
across,” Valdez added. “We joke
and stuff without golng over the
top. There's a sincerity there,”

Apparently, thelr growlng audl-
ence agrees. Requests come n
from all around the metropolitan
Detrolt area, Bandyke sald.

The show has a lot of other fac-
tars going for it, such as no com-
mercials and an 80,000-watt sig-
nal

“Dimenslon” will be moved to
the 8:10 p.m. time slot on Sundays
starting In October, putting it up
agalnst Steve Kostan’s new muslc

Sunday radio show
has new ‘dimension’

8. KAY YOUNG

Martin Bandyke and Ralph
Valdez play alternative music
with o twist from 10 p.m. to
midnight Sundays on WDET-
FM 102,

show, “Sonlc Rendezvous,” on
neighboring WRIF-FM.

Bandyke and Valdez are up for
the challenge. The earlier broad-
cast time will allow more people
to llsten to the show.

Bandyke safd “Dimenslon” has
another edge. He works as an im-
port buyer for Dearborn Music,
thus keeplng up-to-date on bew
releases. He also knows what peo-
ple are buylng.

“There’s other avenues where
people are finding out about al-
ternative music,” Bandyke said,
“Radlo has been lagging far be-
hind. The audience is there. Just
by working In a record store, 1
cansee lt Is there.

“PEOPLE ARE a lot hipper
than radio or hewspapers give
them credlt for,”

Radio was a natural Interest
for Bandyke, who graduated from
the University of Michlgan in
1976 with a degree in TV, radlo
and film. Bandyke and Valdez
played in a new wave band, Re-
tro, together.

A friend who hosted “Dimen.
sion” at the tlme Invited the duo
down to play some music. The
show, which has been on the alr
for 12 years, was devoted strictly
to literature at the time,

Eventually, they took over as
hosts. They still focus on the arts,
but mix it with a liberal dose of
allernatlve musle.

COLLEGE

Here are the top 10 albums recelv-
Ing airplay on WHFR-FM, the cam-
pus station for Henry Ford Commu-
nity Coliege.

1. “Go Bangs," Shriekback.
2. “Tighten Up the Volume '88," Big
Audio Dypamite,
3. “Short, Sharped. Shocked,” Mi.
chelle Shocked.
“Creation,” House of Love.
nstinct,"” iggy Pop.
6. “People,” Hothouse Flowers.
7. “Fate,” Hunters ard Collectors,
8. “Common Ground,” Rhythm

rps.
9. “Dream of Life,” Patti Smlth,
10. “Lovely,” Primitives.

COUNTRY

Here are the top 10 songs receiv-
ing alrplay on WWWW-FM, a coun-
try and western station in Detrolt.

1. “Takin' to the Wrong Man,"” Mi-
chael Martin Murphy.
2. “Givers and Takers," Schuyler,
Knobloch and Bickbardt.
3."“The Wanderer,” Eddie Rabbiit.
4. “Don’t Close Your Eyes," Keith
Whitley.
5. “I'm Gonna Love Her on the Ra-
dio,” Charley Pride.
6. "Give a Little Love,” The Jodds.
7. “If You Change Your Mind," Ro-
sanne Cash.
l. *“The Gift," The McCarters.

9. “A Little Bit in Love," Patty Love-
less,
10. “l 'm Down to My Last Ciga.
rette,” K., Lang.

REVIEWS

USED GUITARS
— Marti Jones

OK. Here's one for all you hlp pop-
pickers: Who is Martt Jones? Don't
know? How about a clue: Don Dixon.
Any better?

1f you still don’t know, I'm afraid
it's the back of credibility class for
you. Pay attentlon now. Marti Jones
Is currenily being touted as one of
the up and coming blg stars, along
with k.d. lang,

This album, "Used Guitars,” is her
third solo projoct for A&M. It's here
that she's starting to Introduce her-
sclf through her own songs, albelt a
berlef Introduction as there are only
three originals out of 11 songs pre-
senled.

The album ties a diverse range of
songs {ogether using a eentral theme
of a conversation between two wom-
en . . . "a discusslon of where love
gocs. whal it leads to and what hap-

Jon- chooses here songs from 2
selection of some of the strengest
songwriters around, ranging from
Graham Parker through John Hlatt
to Janis Ian (who, with her t
Ing partner Kye Flemlng I3 amus
ﬁluly credited on the LP as Ian
. Altbough sbe has a very strong.
_rwoet and clear volee, it I8 this accot

that bol!lers me most about Martl
Jones. Pure and all as it is, her vo-
eals are not very distinctive.

If you were to try to {dentlly onc
of her songs when hearing It for the
first time, you would be more likely
to recognize it (rom Don Dixon's

style (REM, G
Diary) than anything else,

This {s nol to say that it’s a bad
style, quite the contrary. As a matter
of fact, it was probably a shrewd ca.
reer move for Marti Jones to have
married Den Dixon.

There Is a definite country feel to
this LP whlle tinged with classy
nightclub edges. Reminiscent of
drinking a Long Island fced tea, It Is
very smooth to Ingest, but Lhe con-
tents are likely to kick you on the
back of the head without warning.

‘This {s a nlcely
with stroag soags, and 1 Jook for-
ward to hearing more of Martl Jones

when sbe's away [rom the cons-
traints of other nuwrl

Cormac, Wright

KAREN
MONSTER

— Karen Monster

Karen Monster is a lean, mean,
rock'n’roll machine.

And Karen Monster gocs to great
lengths to tcll us just that on this
self-titled, flve-song EP on Keene
Records. This Is scratch-your-cyes-
out hard rock that almost borders on
heavy metal at times.

We get heavy doses of chain-saw
guitar riffs right from the get-go
with the 1 Got a Right” and “Get
0ff My Train,” thus valldating that
Monster's rock'n'roll is as nasty as
the best of them.

There Is a natural tendency to
lump Monster In the same snearing
lyrical female subdivision with
Chrissle Hynde. Yot Monster has a
knack for putting her {eelings across
In a rather blunt way that certainly
tivals Miss Hynde (or Mrx, Kerr, If

LN B

Well, you get the idea, At least it
saves us the trouble of playing this
record backwards in search of any
deep, dark hidden messages,

But amlid the black leather, skull
and erossbones Image (check out the
rings on her fingers) Monster clings
to, there Is a very talented perform-
er/songwriter here. One can certain-
1y see that In the introspective “Sec-
ond Thoughts. Monster lets her
guard down here and the results are
rather enjoyable,

Another entry into the well-writ-
ten, well-performed department
1s"Diggin’ My Own Grave.” There's
a snake-llke rhythm here that easily
draws one into the fray. Even the
crude “I Hate Love™ has a certain
hook that’s not easy to Ignore,

Yet, If Mouster is golng to contin-
ue 10 make nvs. lbetevlll be a
need to reconclie the image
and song conten saebcerum ca-
pableof de!.lvu-hl the goods vllhom.
all the muscle-flexing.

— Lary O'Connor

“

GREATEST HITS
— The Judds

The Judds, mom Naomi and
daughter Wynona, need no introdue-
tion to their millions of country fans.
With release of thelr greatest hits
{RCA), however, the duo makes its
case for consideration as one of the
nation’s top musical acts of any kind
— and makes it pretty well,

If kd. lang isn't country music's
best young female volce, Lhen Wyno-
na Judd certainly Is. Her sultry,
powerful vocals recall the legion of
country females who have preceded
her, but they establish her as an
equal, not an imitater.

Unllke lang, who scems content to
chase after the ghost of Patsy Cline,
Wynona Judd appears to want noth-
ing 80 much as “female Elvis" sta-
&ux “Rockin’ With the Rhythm of the
Rain” included here, is as fine a
plece of modern day rockabilly as
anyone has recorded.

Other hits, such as "Why Not Me,”

“Mama He's Crary” and “love Is
Alive,” are more country, less rocka-.
bllly. bat j\mu satistying.

Bealdes obvious good looks, mom
Naomi also adds

gorgecus
vocals. With “Change of Heart,” she

also tries her hand at songwriting,
althaugh the duo’s hit-making status
also allows them to pick and choose
from the cream of WNashville’s
songwriting crop.

1{ the duo has a weakness, it's that

they occasionally record material
thal’s a trifle too clever, or cloying.
for thelr own good.

Desplte being a massive country
hit, “Grandpa Tell Me About the
Good Old Days” might just as well

be a Ronald Reagan speech set to
music. And only Wynona Judd’s sas-
sy delivery saves “Give a Little
Love” from the scrap heap of banall-
ty.
That prodlem isn't the Judds
alone, however. But at its best, bow-
ever, country music delivers Jyrics
that ring true, music that draws
from America’s rich beritage and
singers that bﬂu absolute convie-

uoutomeu-
comes down (o that, the

When it
Judds delher 29 wll ar auvbtv_!_'
Waymne Peal



