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Condition is primary cause of blindness

Dear Jo;
# My wife, age 71, Is losing ber
. sight. Her dlagnosis Is macular de-
*wgeneration. Although I have learned
a great deal about this condition as
“"of late, I would appreclate It if you
would address this subject in your
«“eolumn, Thank you.

wDear Mr, C.:
Macular degeneration is the lead.
wing cause of blindness ia North
America, It accounts for one-third of
+a1l cases of vision loss,
" The macula is a pea-size spot on
othe retina, which is at the back of the
&ye. When light enters the cye, we

AC.

are able to see because as the light )

*enters the retina, it is turned into
nerve impulses that the braln under-
stands as an image,

The macula processes the detalls
.In the central part of the image. It
~hceds good light to work, and it fune-

tlons best in daylight.
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eye ages, the membrane separating
u{e macula from the retinal blood
vessels that nourlsh it, breaks down.
At the same time, new abnormal
blood vessels form. Blindness results
when these blood vessels bleed and
displace the macula, Cut off from its
blood (or food) supply, the macula Is

ble for the side (peripheral) visien
that is more sensitive to low lght,
making nlght vision possible.

IF THE macula deteriorates, the
center of the affected persan's vision
becomes blurred and afl detall is

ost.
Although the exact cause of the
is not yet und d,

not y

It has been linked to infections, high
blood pressure, arterlosclerosis and
general diseases like dlabetes. It also
appears to be assoclated closely with
the process of aging. . .
In macular degeneratlon, as the

The rest of the retina Is responsi-
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The course of the condition can be
rapid or slow, although It generally
occurs over a period of a few years.
Perlpheral vision remains, but the
person has difflculty seelng at a dls-
tance, or dolng detalled work, Faces

are blurry and colers are hard to dis-
tinguish,

TREATMENT BEGINS with an
eye examination to try (o determine
the cause of the condition. Lasers
are sometimes used to seal damaged
blood vessels in the early stages,

Unfortunately, because so litile is
known about the direct cause of
macular degeneration, effectlve
treatment Is not possible in all cases,

While macular degeneration can-
not be reversed, people with this
condition are usually able to contln-

UGLY KITCHEN CABINETS?

DON'Y
REPLACE...

‘REFACE’

MODERN & EUROPEAN STYLES

FORMICA
Solid Cotors

and Woodgrain

SOLID WOODS
Oak, Chesry
and Birch

SERVING WAYNE, OAKLAND & MACOMB
« FACTORY SHOWROOM

+FREE ESTIMATES

1842 E. 11 Mile Rd., Madison Hgts.
1 Block W. of Dequindre  Dally 9.5, Sun. 10-4

Cabinet Clad...541-5252

Since
1868,
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YES! YOU CAN LEARN TO READ?
Call the Michigan Basic 8killy Hotline...
1-800-837-2838

et Department of Zdi

' _Readers can write to Jolayne

ue with their dally activities by us-
ing their slde vision, and by making
the best use of thelr remalning detail
vislon,

Mr, C., I hope you and your wife
are In close contact with a low-viston
clinic, as many practical suggestions
and handy devices are available for
people with this problem,
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Farrell at 11 Cynthia Crescent, .
fehmond Yt Sescent, | American Red Cross

Richmond Hills, Ontario L4E 1J3.

THE ROYAL TREATMENT

YOUR EVENING WITH
THE DESIGNERS
WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 147 P.M.

You don't need the !reasures{ of
Buckingham Palace to afford cus-
tom made garments. Get the
Royal Treatment!

Meet 12 area deslgners and
dressmakers, view a great show of
thelr specialties, and enjoy light
refreshments too.

Please call for reservations.
541-0010 — FREE

Buy Any Amisco Bed on Sale
and Get Your Clothes Off the Floor.

e

Bed shown $328 Reg. $482
Also can be mada into
bunk or twin bods.

Choose from over 50 bed styles and
16 colors. As seen at Homearama.
Sale ends Sept. 12th.

583-1475
128 E. 14 Mlla

Froo Valot with any
Amisco bad purchase
$32 value

338-7718
1914 Telograph Rd,
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Model Suited to Your Lifestyle.
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Classes
begin

B Controline (U-CONTROL) Flight Tralning
(Ages 10 - adult)
Seml-private lessons, all materals Included

B Radio Control Flight Tralning
(Ages 12 - adult)
Six trips to the flightiald totaling 2 hours of hands-on ..
(one-to-one) Insttuction; all materlals Included

& CALL 647-8060 FOR DETAILS

KENSINGTON ACADEMY
1020 EAST SQUARE LAKE ROAD
BLOOMEFIELD HILLS, Mi 48013

Maxim-um elegance in outside lighting.
Lanterns and post lights in polished
brass with clear beveled glass.

Super sale prices!

IRRESISTIBLE!
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