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Former

As NEA vice president, Gelger oo~
caslonally testifies before Congress
to urge passage of ieglslation, over-
seces a Washington office stalf of 330
and speoks to numerous groups

D z By Kevin Brown ~
2 slaff writor

Former Livonia math teacher
Kelth Geiger is hoplng to be elected

esidy f the country's largest la-  around Lhe country, A
g::unf:;.n ¢ countey But does he miss Livonin?

And local friends and acqualn- “Flrst of all, I miss teaching,” sald
tances say he deserves it Gelger from his Washington office,

-Gelger, 47, left Livonla for Lans-
ing In 1977 after he was elccted pres-
ident of the Michigan Education As-
soclatlon.

Then in 1983, ke was clected vice
president of the Natlonal Education
Assoclation, headquartered in Washe
ington, D.C.

RE-ELECTED TO that post in '85
and '87, Gelger now secks clection in
July to the post of president of the

gto
“l miss officlating basketball, I
did that for 17 years, I miss the
camaraderle of the teachers,”
Gelger sald, adding he also misses
working with teachers and adminls-
trators,

Gelger sald that while he observes
many school systems around the
country In his travels, none su
the Livonla schools in quality of per-
sonnel.

His former friends and colleagues

area teacher feiyef*s top ‘Uni’on’post

wellorganized, consclentlous, de-  Somo pressing cducation-related the buzzwords todny,
pendable, and an elfective, char-  issues of hls time In Livonia included - “Unfortunately, these people are
ismatle leader., reducing class sizo. “Livonla was lalking about more hours, . more

. “He's getting just what he de-
Berves,” observed a former col-
league. ‘

growing so fast, Gelger iucalled,
“and “moving away .from self-con-
tained classrooms,”

That fad centered on the idea that
& texm 91 four teachers could effecs
Uvely teach 120 sludents gathered In
a large classroom, It {alled.

“We discovered that teaching 120
students together was a very dlffl-
cult task,” Gelger recalled.

WHILE HE misses teaching,
Gelger finds his work with the NEA
rewardlng,

“I absolutely am convinced that
the strongest force for positive
change In educatlon is the NEA,

“Everyone s Inlo ‘education.

teaching days; more tests — we
want to test everything that maves,”
he sald. “More s not necessarily bet.

er.
“We don't cducate 25 to 30 percent
of the youngsters In Amerlea, Thay
hasn't changed from the past but, to.
day, we can't afford not to educate
those youngsters,” he sald, adding
that the cost to pay welfare or house
them In prisons is higher,
Echoing an lssue that concerned

YET, THERE'S one thing about
Michigan that Gelger is glad he left’
behind, “I don't miss the cold and
snowy winters.”

A natlve of Pigeon in the Michigon
thumb, Geiger began hls teaching
career in 1962 at Bryant Junior
High. He moved on to Livonia Ste-
venson High, became a member of
the unlon bargalning team in 1967
and was first elected Livonta Educa-
tion Association president in 1970,

“I was president i Livonia when
we had our only two-week strike,”

him In Livonia, Gelger sald reducing
class size toa 15 ratlo — ot even 1-1
in some cases — could help solve the
problem,

Gelger and wife Jonet live In Fair-
fox, Va,, where she is a third-grade
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[ EVERYTHING MUST GO

GLOVES « SAFETY _EQUIPMENT + POWER
TOOLS « CUTTING, WELDING & BRAZING
OUTFITS « WELDING MACHINES ¢ PLASMA
CUTTERS + ABRASIVES « ELECTRODES -
AND MUCH, MUCH MORE

1.9-mitllon-member unlon., remember Gelger as a good teacher, Gelger sald reform,’ * sald Geiger, “those are teacher. They have two sons,
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SOBEN WEST TOUR

Departs Saturdays from most U.S, Alrpors

LOS ANGELES
LAS VEGAS
PALM SPRINGS
* CALICO GHOSY TOWN
HOLLYWOOD
LVE LV, TAPING (Secsonal)

SNIghts/9Days|

$580

Complato

Departs:

Sept. so1d O, 1988
October 15, 1988
November 26, 1988
December 10, 1988

¥ Hotel/Almport transfers (in Califomia)
# Hotel Accommodations
vSightseelng & speclal events

v Fully Escorted -

January 7, 1989 ‘APl 18, 1989 vSightsaoing and tpocicl ovents o feiee:

February 4, 1989 SpOhSOl’ ed bY Agrll 25, 1989 Enfrance Fees and Transfers Included

March 4, 1989 THE | - /;g‘g;:'-lmu boooclgzdhondlhg-rroc

. ge allowance pounds

Price Includes: April 1, 1989 2 , ;:! :30 conralne:o lr; °k sln%ku st.ﬂ'cosep.oErxip::mn
/Al Transporiation on lod i @b h 6 ﬁ s t casos may bo taken but wil bo charged
with it o schedied aliines B'BI? er ceentric by the escort at $15 each, A fight bog may
# To-YourRoom baggage handiing . : NEWSPAPERS . bo canled froo of charge.

In cooperation with

HAWAII KING TOUR

Dépcrls Tuesdays

15 Days/4 lstands

WAIKIKI
KONA & HILO . $c1,n55.4°;.,5
MAU! Par Potson
KAVAL Doublo
~ Occupancy
Price Includes;
Ak Transportation-ound frip via schedulod
Jet alifine with In-flight meal senvice,
Departs: +Hotel Accommeodations basod on

Twin/Double badrooms In fine resort hotels

vParsonal Transfers-Alrport 1o hotel round tip

vTips for baggage handling are includod . !

vGratultles o drivers end oscorts aro nat H
Included.but lett to the diseretion of Ihe
Individual tour member, >

S YU (15 FOURS, - HAWAN QUEEN TOUR
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HOLLYWOOD - *High Saason &prlomon $100 deposit must be made early. Reservatlons can be 3
add I B on confimed with deposits only on a flrst received basis. Deports;

Deparis: ’
September 24, 1988

Novernber 22, 1988
December 4, 1988

Price Includes:

October 22,1988
November 19, 1988
December 3, 1988
January 14, 1989
February 11, 1989
February 25, 1989
Morch 11, 1989
April 8, 1989

v Alr Transportation on schedulod
alilines with In-flight meats

¥ To-Your-Room boggage
hondiing |

/ Hotel/Alrport transfers
(In Callfornio)

v Hotel Accommodations

7 Sightseeing & Special Events

v.Entrance Fees

# Fully Escorted

VUL TOURS g,

24824 Michigan Ave.
Dearborn Mi 48126
(313) 278-4102

PLEASE SEND ME AT NO OBUGATION A TOUR BROCHURE
EXPLAINING ALL THE DETAILS AND APPLICATIONS FOR THE
FOLLOWING TOURS:

Q Gotden Coast Tour
Q Howali Queen Tour

Q) Golden west Tour

Prico Includas:
VAl Transportalion round Hip vio schodulod fot of ino
wih In-flight moat sovico Plus Infer-sland flights,
vHolol Accommodations basod on twin/doubto
bodrooms In fine resort hotels
#Slghtsoalng and wociol ovents as listod, All Eniranco
Foes and Transters Includod,
STo-yow-reom baggagoe handiing, froa baggago
allowanco is 44 Pounds por porson o bo contfalnod
.Inadngte sultcase, Extra sutcasos may ba takon '
but will bo chargod by tho Escort at $15 0ach, A tight
bag may be carled frea of chargo.
vParsonal Trensfers alport o hotel round frip,
7Tips for baggogoe handiing are Included.
v Gratuities to ditvors and oscorls aro pot Includod but
foft to tho discrotion of the Indiviua! four momber.




