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Protein
finding
lifts MDA
research

Researches supported by the Mus-
cular Dystrophy Assoclation late last
year identlfled the critical muscle
proteln whose absence, resulting
irom a gene defect, causes Duchenne
Muscular Dystrophy, the most com-
mon and most deadly form of the
crippling disease,

The landmark achlevement was
made possible only because MDA in-
vestigators dlscovered the gene de-
fectlve in the diserder in 1986, said
MDA southeastern Michigan chapter
president Joseph Aubrey.

“Through thelr generesity,.- tho-
American people have made possi-
ble a terrifle gift of hope for ‘my
kids,’ " MDA natlonal chalrman Jer-
ry Lewls sald.

THE DISCOVERY does not mean
a treatment has been found, Lewls
sald,

“Today, we're a glant step closer
to my dream of a cure. But I'm ask-
ing for Amecrica’s contlnued, in-
creased support to take the next,
crucial steps to making that dream a
reality,” he said,

‘The discovery was made by an
MDA-supported investigative team

MDA volunteer Denise Lis gw;]ihrounh promotional mer-
at

e Far

led by Louls Kunkel of the Howard
Hughes Medical Institute at Chil.
dren’s Hospital, Boston,

-}i2 also headed the rescarch group
that in 1986 announced dlscovery of

ledge Center Monday.

Duchenne genc. The previously un-
known proteln, which the research-
ers have named Dystrophin, was
found t3 bz mizsing from muscle in
l'gdlvldugls with Duchenne Muscular

the Duchenne
gene. The team reported the new
flnding In separate articles in the
Dec, 23 Issues of the scentific jour-
nals Cell and Nature.

PROTEINS, THE building blo:hlu

The nature paper reports that In
healthy muscle, the proteln is a key
component of a complex network ol
proteln within the muscle cell
triggers muscle contraction, pro-
ducing !urte The absence of this
set off a

of cells, are by
cells according to blueprints carried
by the gencs. When a gene Is defec.
tive, its protein is made improperly
or not at all.

‘The cell article describes the iden-
tification of the proteln whose blue-
prints are normally carried by the
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chain of cvcnu In the muscle cell
that eventually leads to the destruc.
tlon of the cell.

The Associated Press contribut-
ed to this story.

MD patient Tom Neft chats
with friends at the Farming-
ton-Novi Pledge Center Mon-
day.

MD patient Tony Loscano
walches the telethon from
the Pledge Center.

‘back sidlog acd
Just like them,

Telethon unites
victims, families
in quest for cure

Continued from Page 1

telethon because it shows "peuple
who want to help other
Haj well a lnd a good

Py,
lt\ldt:t. Toun! uku math and music
in school playing video games at
home. A diebard Univenlty of Mich-
{gan fan, he was dressed In maize
an: blue Monday.

h at

Hills computer programmer and an-
alyst. “This is my way of dolng

el

This year, Greene, 38, was a phone
room supervisor. He assisted
David Otis, a Southfield accountant,
In coordlnating the center’s 150 vol- .
unteers.

‘Through uje years, Greene has

ced beneflt

Harrison High In Farmington Hills,
Tom Neif has one slster, Dawn, 15,2

reshman. Studious, his fa-
vorite subject 13 aclence, At home, he
llkes dabbling with his

i
tients to spen
dolng the telethon.
Friendly but shy, Tom and Tony
enjoy MDA summer camp — bowl-
Ing, boating, Phylni haseball, horse-
meeting other kids

JON GREENE has been an MDA
volunteer for 17 years, the last seven
at the Farmington-Novi Pledge Cen-

“We always take from lfe. At
some polnt, we have to put some-
thing back in,” says the Farmington

Law changes check handling

Continued trom Page 1

He sald once banks educate cus-
(Tmcu. lhere shouldn't be any confu-
son,

ONE AREA of confuslon concerns
new guldelines for check endorse-
ments.

‘The act says that only the first 1%
inches on the back of the check can
be used by depositors to endorse
their checks.

For retailers, this includes any
stamp for the backs of checks with
Identifleation items store clerks ob-
taln from customers.

While officlals say there are no
civil penalties for falling to comply
with endorsement procedures, some
baoks are warning that depositors
may be held liable for lost money If
& Improper endorsement delays the
quick return of a bounced check.

Local banking officlals say they
are treading cautlousiy in this area
and will handle problems on an lndl-
vidual

Sponsnred by US. Rep. Fernand St
Germain, D-Rhode Istand, the law
has been hailed by consumer groups,
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AP ~ In broad terms, the new
Expedited Funds Avallabllity Act

requires:

® All local checks to be cleared
by the bank within three business
daya. A “local check” Is written on
an Institution in the same metro-
politan area, or within the same
Federal Reserve check processing
reglon, There are 48 such regions
In the country.

@ Non-local checks to be
cleared within seven business days,

® Funds deposited In the form

What Funds Act requires:

of cashiers chocks, certitied checks

and government checka to be avall-

:ble to depositors the next businesy
ay.

By Sept. 1, 1990, the maximum
hold period will drop to two days
for local checks and five days for
non-local checks.

The legislation was by
Congreas in 1987 to mmunl
form policy for all financlal instl-
tutions Involved in check cashing
and handling,
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who charged that Americans were
losing milllons of dollars annually
because banks were freezing funds
{for undue amounts of time,

The U.S. Public Interest Research
Group, which led the lobbylng el(ort
{or the new law, charged
were making $290 million nnnully

in interest on the money they were
withholding from customers during
the socalled “float period.” Addi-
uonauy. the group sald banks were

collecting another $145 million a
year in bounced-check fees because
funds were not released faster for
depositors’ use.

fund.ral and p

concerts for MDA,

Once you volunteer, It just sucks
yott In,” Greene sald, “The more you
get Involved in what a terrible dis-
ease MD is, the more you get caught
up with MDA."

Volunteer Denlse Lis of Farming-
ton Hills, 22, agrees. “I do what I can
to help. There’s a cure out there and
we're going to find it.”

An automotive stamping plant
production control coo tor, Lis
was foined at the gledge center Mon-
day by sisters, Debbie, 20, and Dawn,
16, and their parents, Diane and
Denny.

“We do it al)," Denlse zald, “We do
whatever needs to be done — an-
swering the phone, tabulating
pledges, picking up donated food,
sorting pledge cards.”
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