winters

home energy-efficient

During cold-weather months, there is nothing like an energy efficient

log fire to keep Jack Frost at bay.

19 fiberglass insulation,

Four areas around the house should
be insulated: basement walls, any floor
above an unheated craw) space, the
masoriry wall of the crawl space and
any wall (such as between house and
parage) that separates a heated space
from an unheated one.

R I}(ake sure fiberglass and other non-
rigid types of insulation are protected
with a properly Installed vapor barricr.
Otherwise, they can quickly turn into
8 5028y, useless mess, .

Vapor barriers come attached to
lame types of insulation or can be in-
stalled separately, But to be effective,
they must leave no gaps for moisture
Ppassage. .

Your home's heat ‘could be slipping
through the cracks. Search for drafts
by placing a lighted candle near shut
doors, window frames, and corner and
wall joints. I it flickers, there is an air
:ni}:;age. Seal cracks on the exterior
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DOORS AND WINDOWS are a
Major source of heat loss. Make sure
Weather stripping makes o tight seal
atound the edges.

Your fireplace may seem romantic,
but it also represents a large hole in
the ceiling through which a huge

of heat pes. Be sure to
keep the damper closed when the fire
place is not in use.

Insulate your hot water heater. If its
pipes run through an unheated space
and there is any chance the space may
freeze, the pipes should be insulated as
well.

Here is a bonus: An insulated hot
water heater reduces the time you wait
when you turn on the tap.

Make sutre the vents in your heating
system are free of dust and dirt. Clean
or replace the filter, if necessary, Make
sure the duct tape is secure. If you
have had any problems with the ther.
mostat, have it checked by a heating
service person.

Because heat flows from warm to
cold, in winter much of it escapes
through the walls of your home's foun.
dation. In an otherwise well-insulated
t tory home an uninsul d foun-
dation con account for up to 22 per.
cent of the home's heat loss. Founda-
tion insulation isn't difficult to install;
you can do it yourself if you're handy.
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WHATEVER
YOUR
STYLE...

WE ARE THE mm————
PROFESSIONALS

FOR YOUR PROFESSIONAL OR
PERSONAL BUILDING NEEDS

¢ JOHNS-MANVILLE * ALCOA

* MASTER SHIELD * GLOBE

* FOX SKYLIGHTS * BOSTITCH
* GAF TIMBERLINE « DOwW

« SENCO PRODUCTS * IKO
« PEASE DOORS « THE ATRIUM
¢ ICE & WATER SHIELD DOOR

We can refer you 10 1 professional remodeling contractor

STOP IN OR CALL US AT’
TROY BUILDING PRODUCTS

. 1050 Wheaton « TROY
689-3371
STANDARD BUILDING PRODUCTS

8550 Chase Road « DEARBORN

846-0600

Our People and Service
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