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In the 19608, wigs and wiglets were the rage when it came to Jazzing up
ns. Synthetic fibers are belng
bralded, twisted and attached to real hair to add fullness and len,
more on the 19803 verslon of halr pleces, please see Page 6D,
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Finding that fortune
spinning the ‘wheel’

By Tom Henderson
staff writer

Words might be their game, but they were his living.
‘What chance did they have, those housewlves who would be
his competition to spin the Wheel of Fortune? He'd leave
them spinning their wheels,

The blg day began with attention to detalls, Leaving as
little to chance as possible, baving studled the angles and the
psychology, he knew a slmple mastery of words would not be

enoy,

He would be TELEGENIC. This was, after all, (or would
be, when he passed the tryout) TEE-VEE, All surface, no
substance. Flash and sixxle. A medlum with which be had no
small familiarity. After all, he’d made the local TV news In
1954 when he'd been one of the first achool kids in the coun-
try to get a pollo shot; then, there was the appearance on the
Justice Colt show on Channel 9 in 1956; and the time n 1969
when his mother had picked him out of a crowd shet on CBS
of an anti-war rally at Michigan State.

So, he got up half an hour early to iron a blue shict, blue
belng a prime TV color, And then there was the extra close
shave, And the extra application of bair conditioner 80 he
could get those long strands In the back {o cur], telegeni

1t was overkill, of course, like a shark on a guppy, like the
Twins against the Tigers. Experience, telegeneals AND word
mastery. Vanna, he thought as he walked out the door, here I
come, Pat, step aside.

THE LINE OF contestants soaked In a long line toward a
ballroom at the Omni Hotel downtown. Along the way, he'd
scen an artlcle In the Free Press on how to pass the Wheel
tryout. It conflrmed what be knew — they weren't looking
for puzzle players, they were looking for attitude, enthusi-
asm, the GOOD LOOK.

His competition was about what he'd expected, mostly
housewives and a few men In polyester, The Wheel of For-
tune folks had scheduled about 400 people for tryouts on this
swing through town. Many had won their tryout by beating
long odds, gelting through jammed lines at WCZY radio as
part of a promotion,

“I had 1t on re-dial, but I still had to dial the 1 myself,”
sald one woman behind me in line, Everyone seemed to be &
radio contest regular; they traded tips and stories of busy
signals, Thank God for push-button phones. -

There were about 135 of them In this session, and they
were seated on chalrs in rows. Some glib guy named Harv

ly.
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B&Bs can be businessman’s ‘home’

By lris Sanderson Jonee
contributing travel aditor

STEVE FECHT/wiat photogr
. Carol Levitte of Plymouth got some moral support from fellow “Wheel of Fortune” hopefuls white tried to figure out a sample puxzie during tryouts in the Detroit area recently.




