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‘Members of the zany Polish Muslims include Robert Blajda (left), David Derecyzk, Ken Kondrat, Crystal Gnynor, Mike Mif-
.fer, Dave Uchatik, Al Phite and Mary Both Growe.

Polish Muslims polka bit of fun

-8y Larry O'Connor
-ataff writer

The task sounded simple. Seek and flnd the Pol-
ish Muslims and interview

Sure, we know where they hlde Drive along I
75, get a whiff of kielbasa and cabbage cooking
and follow your nose, That leads you to the streets
of Jos, Campau and Caniff in Hamtramck.

But, ah, thess Polish Muslims are a tricky lot.
They stay undercover during the day, cnly a aix-
pack of beer and an o!ler of a few free games of
bowling can lure them oul

No, this would take scme Ingenuity. In order to

.captura and interview the Polish Muslims, you

ust think like the Polish Husllm:. you must

dxﬂa 1ike a Pollsh Muslim and you must eat like a
Paluh Muslim,

< This calls for a couple of Stroks, & pllte full of

“plerogis and a {resh of white On thls

+ day, the Polish Muslims are schedulad to perform

<3t the Hamtramek Festiva),

_ Even parking the car on Caniff has to be done
7 carefully. The ywtg who bcolla-:ﬂ.nx $21n the lot

ve.

-loobuk an operal
“th kld {ghwwﬁ.&mfwhm&:ﬁe
e kid empty 's
'ellnlmoneyvnthe meore than Likely, ia
- ope of many \md-n.l.'&uz activities the Pol.lnh
- Muslims Incorporate, perbaps to pay for bleach
mdlakeep(helrvhltelocbbﬂﬂ:

* AFTER WALKING down tree-lined Sobleski
,Sueet, we come upon the Polish Maalims® hideout
. bome with the door open. We're
:won face to face with Dave Udum. a well-
. known, card-carrying Polish Muslim.

“HI, Come on lo,” Uchalik sald. “Can l getyoua
beer?”

‘With that out of the way, the Information comes
-fast and furious. The Polish Muslims are a parody
rock "0’ roll band. They have been performing

'REVIEWS

locally for more than six years,

The band formed out of the nucleus of two
since-departed rock o’ roll outfits, Reruns and the
Cheaters. It seems the Reruns equipment was
stolen and members of both groups banded to-
gether for a beneflt show n erder to buy some
new gear.,

One night, Uchalik was aitting at Lili’'s 21 with
some of his fellow band mates. It was then they
declded to joln forces and call themselves the Pol.
Ish Muslims,

“Maybe we had too much beer,” said Uchalik,
recalling the moment.,

The mode of operation would be simple: Play a
mixed bag of covers and parodles, poke a little
fun at thelr Polish heritage, and bave a good time.
And, by no means, was It to be taken serlously.

‘With that, the band bas been a success,

A string of local parody hits have followed llke
"Love Polka No. 9,” “Bowling US.A." and
“Dance to the Polka, * Their w:gle “Love Polka
No. 9" /"Bowling U.S.A." s0ld extremely well.

NOW THERE'S a shot at national attention.
The Polish Muslims will be featured on the Rest-
less Records eompllnuan, “Polka Is Now,” due
out in October.

“Who knows?" Uchalik said. “Maybe the pipe
dru'r'n of ours of making it nationally might hap-

With that would come all the doubt about artis-
tic Integrity, whether or not to sell out or gasp
leave Hamtramck. Geez, would they be called
upon to write original material? Would they have
:f tour (or Amnesty International? Vexing ques.

ons o

“'I'Iu!'l what 'm worried about,” Uchalik said,

*taking It too seriously.”

Concerns, though, are put aside as the band gets
ready to perform at the Hamtramck Festival
This s the homeco: . ‘This 13 akin to Springs-
teen playing at the Meadowlands In New Jersey.
or U2 playing the R.D.S. In Dublin.

And like the aforcmentioned performers, the
Polish Muslims speak to the people about their
problems, their concerns. Which Is why the open-
ing chords of the Rolling Stones number “I Can't
Get No Satlsfaction” are met with Uchalik singing
“1 Can’t Get No Trash Collection.” There is a re-
ported work slow down by the city’s sanitation
workers, 50 people in Hamiramck are knee deep

In garbage,

HurtIelt, the number gets people out of the Las
Vegas tents and clapping rhythmlcally. Uchalik
sings the numbers dressed in a beige workshirt
with a UAW. patch on the sleeve, brown pants,
bowling shoes and, yes, white socks,

THE FESTIVAL atmosphere is further en-
hanced by stinging renditions of “Love Polka No.
9" and “Dance to the Polka.” So enthused Is the
crowd that a man oo less than 70 jumps on stage
and dances with Polish Muslim lead singer Crys-
tal Gaynor.

Seriously, though, the hour-long show s a tri-
unph for many reasons, The Polish Muslims are
nble to keep thelr performances fresh, which isa

erculean task for a band that phyn mainly paro-
dies and covers.

One reason is that tbcymahlewu:mwm
many diverse elements. One song could be sung in
the sweet, soulful voice of Crystal Gaynor, fol-
lowed by another by the raw-edged vocals of
Uchalik. All told, the Polish Muslims have four
dlfferent people singing lead during a show.

Another factor in the band's success stems sim-
ply {rom not overdolng it.

“We change the repertoire a Iot,” said Al Phife
of Birmingham, who plays bass."Maybe pot get-
1ing together often helps keep us fresh.”

The Polish Muslims will give a free concert
Jrom 58 p.m. Friday, Sepi. 16, at Fairlane
Town Center in Dearborn. Also, the band will
perform on Saturday, Sept. 17, at Paycheck's
Lounge in Hamtramck,

IN CONCERT

@ JJ.CALE

J.J. Cale will perform at 7:30 and
10 pm. Mnmhy. Sept. 12, at The
Ark, 637 Arbor Tickets
are $12. 50 ln advmoe For more In-
formation, call $9-MUSIC.

@ TAVFALCO
Tay Falco's Panther Burns will
perform Tuesday, SepL 13 ul ll\e
Bliud Plg, 208 S Flrst §
bor, Far more lu!nmution. r_nll Mb

- 8555,

@ ROMANCE
Romance will perform Wednesday
through Saturday, Sept. 14-17, lt
Jaggers, 3481 Elizabeth Lake Road,
Pontiac. For more informatlon, call
881-1700.

© ROBERT NOLL

Robert Noll will perform Wednes-
day, Sept. 14, at the Good Co,, 23845
W. Warren, Dearborn Helghts, For
more informatlon, call 274-4846.

® TAIL GATORS

The Tail Gators will
Thursday, Sept. 15, at the Blind Pig,
208 S, First St., Ann Arbor. For more
information, call 996-8555.

@ HIPPODROME

Hippodrome will perform Friday,
Sept. 18, at the Hamtramek Pub,
2048 Caniff, Hamtramek. For more
information, call 365-9760.

perform

@ ORANGE ROUGHIES

The Orange Roughies will perform
Friday, Sept. 18, at Lil's 21, 2030
Jacob, Hamtramck. For more infor-

matlon, call 875-6555.
@ BLUES JUBILEE
Robert Penn,

perfol Sep

blues jubllee at Moby Dh:k'l, 5452
Schaefer, Dearborn. For more infor-
mation, call 531-3650.

@ CIVILIANS

Civiltans will perform will per-
lnm Saturday, Sept. 17, at the Ham-
tramek Pub, 2048 Caalff,
tramck. For more information, cxl.l
385-9760,

@ KAREN MONSTER

Karen Monster will perform Sat-
urday, Sept. 17, at Lil's 21, 2930
Jacob, Hamtramck. For more Infor-
mation, call 875-8555.

® FUNHOUSE
Funhouse will perform Sunday,
SepL 18, at Saiot Apndrew’s Hall,
East Con| ,. Detroit. For more
Informatlion, cal) $81-MELT.

® SOUL ASYLUM

Soul Asylum will perform with
special guests, Living Colour, on
Mooday, Sept. 19, at the Nectarine
Ballroom, 510 E. Liberty, Ann Ar.
bor, Tickets are $12.50, For more in-
formatlon, call 99-MUSIC.

® B B.KING
perform at 7:30

B, King will
m l-‘ridly, Oct. 7, ll the Michigan
‘nlaaler 603 E. me Ann Arbor.
Tickets are $16.50 lnd m 50. For
more information, call $3-MUSIC.

COLLEGE

Here are the top-10 albums re-
ceiving airplay on WOUX-AM 640,
the campus station of Oakland Uni-
versity in Rochester.,

1. “Life's Too Good,” Sugarcabes.
2

Grecn Thoughts,” Smitkereens.

5.
6. “Qur Beloved Revolutlomry
Sweetheart," Camper Van Beetbo-

ven,
7. “Bullet La Volta,” Ballet La Vol-

ta.
4. “Submarine,” Catbeads.
9. “Echo and the ** Echo

Jugglers and Thieves will perform with Raggamutfin on Satur-
day, Sept. 17, at Alvin's, 5758 Cass, Detroil. .

CLASSICAL

Here are the 10 most requested se-
lections on WQRS-FM 105, which
broadcasts classical music 24 hours
aday.

1. “Canon in D Major,” Jobannes Pa-

chelbel. .

2. “Piano Concerto No. 23 in A Ma.

jor,”” W.A. Mozart.

3. “Meditation from Thais," Jules
1.

Messene

4. “The Four Seasons,” Antonio Vi-
valdl

5. “Adagio in G Minor," Tommasso

Alblnoal.
8. "Arhgud.l for Strings,” S. Barber.
7. “Plano

Concerto No. 2, Seqel

and the Bunnymen,
10, “Short, Sharp, Shocked,” Ml-
chelle Shocked,

8. “The Symphcny No 6 in F Major,"
Ludwig van Bee
9. “Toccata and Pugue in D Minor,”
.lotuns:bn tian Bach.
10, “The Liberty Fanfare," John Wi)e
llams.

FOLKWAYS: A MUSIC FROM \\*, muum,.,,
: “
:VISION SHARED I,'HE FILM YDALED
: — various artists MARRIED TO
: THE MOB
Folk music is not bland and wim- .
- Py, a3 2omme think. — various artists
‘l'bumln. that oplnlwhnndu»
* standable. When many think *folk,
- musle,” hﬂl' 2| Director Jonathon Demme s one
iver or the old fogey style of Burl of the hippest cats In Tinseltown. His
2 Ives. credits include “Stop Making Sense,”
+ But folk mosic at its best is a 'alking Heads concert movie;
- rough-and-tumble, gritty, often ) “Melvin and Howard,” the
+ thoughtful story of the guy whbo met H
7 Lately, its best practitioners have ly s recreated oo l.h!l album by  Hughes; and “Something Wild” about  taxi driver Demme met In a mow-
7 included Bob Dylan, on selected re-  Dylan, obn  Mellen:  tha gult-and-tie guy who goes for a mrm,udnmumundnudm
- cordings, and Bruce Speingsteen, on p.mmaotbu-wbodouted ride with adventurous Voodoolst Coeporation.
~his fine 1982 album " their project. 1t follows that the track Mhmmbﬂ‘.mdme
: And both costribate scogs to & thvmalluwtbeubnryvl frots Demme's latest “Married stuff that was rescued from the
'pew collection album, “Folkways: A Oonm-lcbw!‘olkvmkecmh. 1o the Mob,” (3 equally hip. The line-  #T] hu Debuemnydmonm
;m:&'amsg& rie 1 mmmm“ P s (be Castemayy' By TLine, T 1
: K 0'Connor, Marley and Tom ways' 3 It
- '4%s, Woody Guthrie and Leadbelly Highlights include hmn Tom Clob. 4 doesn’t match the original
< (Huddie Ladbetter). . *“Pretty Boy Floyd' nulullnr Having not seen the movie thoogh,
: Gethrle was the ultimate anti-yup- and harmonica, tracks are loaded with excess. They like others
<pie. He bated yeo-Ien, who livud“lAln‘lOo!Noaum nd have become for leaves the listener somewhat amsa-
< sacrificed -’:d%v and the 's raspy *Do marketing the film or capitalizing on
Amdmhlm US stays trme to un lplrll of the movie's success, and fea- — Brian Lysaght
H ﬂ-&nhn‘;m Gdhh“:d"}-mu:'mwuh mfmmmm}‘
- soogwritar, known This  drums bands or ol
“Land-1s Yowr Lasd” Lits early  Ifwe listenable binds o gimmicly refevens
:Dylan, Guthrie often grafied his own  out, and no Jess than a folk and rock - The “Married to the Mob” soand
.m—:uum folk melodies  clasic. Fevin track (Reprise) ls better than most,
: a postic . - Brown  taough. Kapecially strong are 0'Con-
. hecmi . or's “Jemp In River,” Carls
Ieaak’s “Suspicion,” aad Brisn Eno's
*“You Don't Miss Your Water.” .
“Also iachefed Is & female siager
vamed Lamrws, & New York Oty .

DETROIT MUSIC
SCENE VOL. 1
— various artists

The main {dea behind mpﬂauz
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styled number “Can’t Let On" re-

The Difference's funk-soaked
“Lonely One" will get the
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