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Fire chief thrives
on sense of humor

he belongs to help him in his job

thing. He knew what he was doing.”

Marinucc! can't say fire service was ever in his life’s
plans. Originally, he was a math teacher in South Lyon,
He liked It, although he would have preferred to teach
high school rather than junlor high. But he has fond
memories, He switched careers because he found
something he enjoyed more than teaching.

“I don't really plan the future. I work on personal
enrichment. I let the chips fall where they may. I don't
project flve-year goals or things like that. I try to be
content with what I have,” he said,

Content secms to be an understatement. He's not ca-
ger to let anyone know, but If he wen the Michigan
Lotto, he'd probably continue working as flre chlef —
{ree of charge, But that’s a secret.

Not that working in a fire department is without fts
ups and downs. The hours are irregular, His member-
ship In local, state and international fire chief assocla-
tions prompts travel and a lot of work.

As an administrator, he misses the action that makes
anyone who is a firefighter become a flrefighter. But
then Farmington Hills doesn’t have many fires, so he
Isn't missing too much actual firefighting.

AS CHIEF of a comblnation full- and part-time de-
partment In a high-growth suburb, Marinuccl fs ocea-
sionally in the spotlight, interviewed before television
cameras, And he's stepping into the writing world. He's
written chapters for a textbook designed for fire-
tighters and he has published several artlcles in profes-
sional journals.

The
when there are few others with whom he can discuss

or his ive. Next year,

there’s a good chance he'll become president of the

Fire Chiels £ He also de-

velops prog! for the 1 Fire
Chief’s Assoctation.

But everything takes time, “It's very hard for my
family, maybe more so than for me,” said Marinucel,
‘who with his wife, Tina, has two daughters and a son.

“I often have to schedule around the kids® activities,
It's difficult because I'm the only one who can see the
whole pleture — my personal and professional life. Be-
tween the two, it takes up much of my spare tlme."

Like a majority of worklng couples, Marinucci and
his wife share utles and r for
the kids. “It’s a lot different than 20-30 years go when
the woman stayed home and cared for the kids and the
man worked. We have shared responsibilities. That's
good. It's important to be involved in the home front,"

LIFE AND work is busy, but Marinuce has no com-
plaints. He takes his work 2nd his responsibilities as
they come. And he looks for the enjoyment. “If I'm not
going to enjoy It, I won't do It.”

As fire chlef, Marinuccl wants his employees to like
thelr jobs. “I want them to get up in the morning and
say, ‘Hurray, I get to go to work.’ I want them (o enjoy
the Mondays as well as the Fridays.”

But there are down times. There's the stress and the
pressure and, of course, the trauma of witnessing what
most people never in a lifetime may see. A majorlty of

Fire chiet Rich Marinucci, beside a pumper at fire headquarters on Drake, north of 12 Mile.

the department’s calls are medieal runs and accidents,
“You never get accustomed to the traumatic, It's
easier to accept with natural deaths. But when It's un-
expected, that's when It gets to you. There are times
when they (fireflghters) come back that it bothers me
to hear about it. You find yourself saying, ‘Why this

person, why this time?' *
Then a good thing will happen, like saving a life.
"That wlll turn the slate, and It all starts over again.”
‘The humor and Jaughter he's so well known for also
come in handy an the job. “It's a method of coping with
the trauma peaple encounter everyday.”

Workers with the Michael Morton Construction
Co., Brighton, set up the three-sided Iaminated
wood amphitheatre behind the Farmington
Community Center. The top wlil be angted for

acoustics. Two rooms will be added at the
back of the facility tor storage and as dressing
rooms.

Amphitheatre nearly done,
quality programs pledged

Contlnued from Page 1

The new amphitheatre, rebuilt on the foundation of
the former outdoor stage behind the center, is

tial zone, they added a few conditions, and requested
further review in September 1989,
‘The conditlons include placing 2 16 p.m. curfew on

to be completed within the next two weeks.

, With traffic to be cleared out
by 10:30 p.m. Fenclng along the property line must be

The three-alde isof wood and
has an angled roof for acoustics. Two rooms have been
added to the back of the amphltheatre as dressing
rooms and storage, said center spokesman Rob Strick,

“The follage and density of the arca created a prob- .
1em. But great care was taken not to Interrupt the natu-
ral setting,” Strick sald, adding that only two trees had
to be removed.

FINANCING FOR the project comes from the cen-
ter's capltal fund, bullt up by Farmingtoh Hills city
councilman Ben Marks, a center dlrector, who earlier
this year launched a campaign to ralse at least $200,000
from area businesses and developers, Center officials
did not releasa the total cost of the amphitheatre
project, primarily financed with a donation from the
Bemos-Bextak Co., Farmington Hills, .

The project also includes Improving the stairs down
the hill (o the amphitheatre. The stairs will be lighted
and there's & possibllity the hill where patrons sit will
be retlered for easler seating, Strick said,

When the Farmington Hills City Council approved the
center’s request to build an'amphitheatre In a residen-

p .

At a planning commlssion public hearing in June, res-

Idents complalned about noise, patrons walking across

thelr. lawns and parking problems. After the hearing,

one resident told planning commissioners he didn't feel
were addressed.

THE AMPHITHEATRE design, Pfaff sald, includes
moasures to direct the sound to the scatlng arca, so
neighbors aren't bothered. Though amplifiers will be
bought for the center, Pfaff assured they wliil not be the
kind capable of use in concerts other than light classlcal
and jazz music,

“We are trying to be as conscicntlous as possible for
aur neighbor’s sake. We are not Increasing the slze of
the seating area, and we have an agreement with Heri-
tage Park that cars can park in there when our lot is full

. 80 there will be no on-street parking.”

The center's board of directors also has a community
at’s expected to work with nelgh-
bors to easure a good relationship between nearby resl-
dential areas and the center, Plalf sald.
“We'd love to have a neighbor Interested enough to
come and work with us,” she added.

Psychologist/author
talks at high school

Dolan designations ordered
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T asa In the

Ken Murray, who had received sup-
port from Farmlington-area Demo-
erats,

JOHN DOLAN sald he wasn't sure
whether he would appeal Mester's
rullng. He was represented by yet
another Dolan, his son Jack.

"I'm sorry we can't both be
pleased with the final result,” said
Jan Polan,

She I8 recognlzed in the Farming-
ton area by her counei) posltion, ar-
gued her attorney Timothy Kenny of
Farmington Hills. “We're not hand|-
capping a horse race,” Kenny said.
“The fact Is that Jan Dolan . . . is

community.”

In arguments, Kenny told the
court that “a number of complaints
were made that (hey {voters) had
voted for the wrong Dolan.” He add-
ed that Jan Dolan had already
recelved mall addressed to “Mr. Do-
lan,” Indicating there was confusion
between the two candidates,

And although only four to six bal-
lots are spolled in an average elec-
tion, 38 ballots had to be relssved In
the August primary because voters
cast ballots for John Dolan Instead
of Jan Delan, said Kenny, citing In-
formation he recelved from the
Farmington Hills clerk.
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SUITS...AND MORE
Formal fashion shows
you won't want to miss...

Suits, Coats and Dresses
Thursday, September 22
? p.m., Dress Salon

R.S.V.P. 6%4-8900,

Suits and Coats,

A Breakfast Show
Saturday, September 2%
9:30 a.m., Restaurant
$3 per person, Livonia
R.S.V.P. 581-7698,

iday. Until @ p.m. on Monday, Tussday, Wednesday and Seturday.

JOHN DOLAN had cantended that
the ‘“councllperson” designation
gave his opponent an unlair advan-
tage because It was a political tltle,
“The 'councllperson’ designation
carries with it . . . some sort of en-
dorsement, or preference,” attorney
Dolan added.

A secondary lssue was raised
about Jan Dolan’s legal name, Anna
Janette Dolan. She flled for office
under Jan C. Dolan, using her abbre-
viated name ~ by which she is
known in the communlty - and the
letter “C" representing her malden
name. The judge ruled this was with-
in the law.
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