By Tim Richerd
staff writer

Deane Baker had a rare experi-
ence for an Incumbent Republican
1 on the Univeraity of Michigan Board
+ of Regents. He was almost dumped
{for_renominallon Saturday by the
1 GOP state convention.
¢ “Were the election held Friday
-uight, I might have won it,” sald

Alan May, the Bloomfield Hills law-
yer who almost upset Baker, a 16-
: year veteran of the U-M governing
+ board. * buslness surfaced on
 the floor the next day."” .
. By “thls business,” May meant a
typed and photocopied statement
{from a religlous right group called
Michigan Committee for Freedom
1 alleging May was soft on abortion —
{ an Issue that barely surfaces In U.M
+ board business.

i "People who are prollfe don't
+ think of the impact of the posltion.

They vote thelr hearts, their conscl-
+ ences, and [n my opinlon it's almost
- impossible to transcend that lssue In
. this party,” May shrugged after the
: conventlon.

» He conceded the U-M nomination

\ to Baker, who had an 879-638 lead

. with 90 percent of the vote tallied in
the tightest battle of the conventlon
in Detrolt's Cobo Hall.

L MAY HAD potent help from an-

~other Republican on the U-M board,

<Neal Nielsen, a Brighton attorney.

Doane Baker
U-M regent

Nielsen, nominating May against
his fellow regent, sald May "has the
ability to work within an eight-mem-
ber board . . . to achieve consensus
as opposed to arbitrariness. We need
achange.”

Baker called it “Incomprehensible
that any Republican would cooper-
ate with the Democrats to unseat a
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U-M Regent Baker survives ¢

18-year I b
proven vote-getting record.”
Baker sald a Democratic regent
{who he declined to Identify) jolned

. Nielsen in the dumping effort be-

cause Democrats don't Like Baker's
hablt of issulng position papers and
“forelng them to take public stands
on lssues” Among other issues,
Baker sald he was successful in win-
ning support of a moatlon protecting

GOP picks rest of state ticket

Here is the Michigan Republican
state ticket, as nominated Saturday
by ilhe GOP state convention in De-
troit:

® State Board of Education ~-
former 14-year member Barbara
Da; Grosse Nle

{reedom” of U-M schol-
ars to work on Strategic Defense Ini.
tiative research.

STATE SEN. R. Robert Geake, R.
Northville, made Baker’s nominat.
ing speech and vead letters of prals-
Ing Baker from Presideat Ronald
Reagan and former President Ger-
ald Ford,

Harry Veryser, a top conservatlve

’l:oard of Eg:&u = trcambent
of the Michigan Livestock Exchange,
and Edward Lichler, Lamnsing attor-
ney and veterinarian, © .

f. Waype State Un!ve-m; Board
o -

and former teacher who lost the post
in 1986; and Marllyn Lundy, Grosse
Polnte, president of a social services
organization operating Head Start
and job-tralning programs, Two in.
cumbent Republicans — including
Norman Stockmeyer of Westland —
declined to seek re-election.

® U-M Board of Regents — Clf.
ford Taylor and lncumbent Deane
Baker (see other story on this page),

@ Michigan State Uaiversity

Richard
Van Dusen, Bleomfield Hills attor.
former

® State Supreme Court — incum-
bent Justice James H. Brickley, for-
mer lleutenant governor who was
appointed to the ; and Richard
Joheston, Macomb County lawyer
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hallenge :

spokesman and former Pat-Robert-
son-for-president leader, backed

+ Baker, charging that "too many lib-

eral professors are pushing out their
quack ideology and calllng it educa-
tion.” Vi praised Baker as a re-
gent who “makes waves.”

Rep, Paul Hillegonds, R-Holland,
the rising minority leader in the
Michigan House, made a seconding
speech saying Baker “deserves this

and former probate judge. {Court
nominees are picked by party con-

(Wb-5BXO0J5A

nomination."

In decades no Republican office-
holder has been denied renomination
by a state convention, although
Democrats have dumped Incum-
bents. :

STANDARD PROCEDURE woyld

have been for Baker to be nominated
unopposed for the first U-M position.

Al terms are elght years. In 1980,
the GOP won both State Board uf

ventlons but run on the non-partisan  Education slots but spllt all others
ballot) ) with the Democrats. H
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OVERSTOCK SALE

SPECTACULAR PRE-SEASON SAVINGS ON ENTIRE STOCK
OF THE Bejt HANDMADE ORIENTAL RUGS NOW! v

EVERY RUG AT LEAST o /o OFF—OFTEN MORE :

You'll find Persian masterpicces, Caucasian and Mid-Eastern tribals,
ly beautiful Chinese, Pokistani and India rugs, end. of course,
each picce is intricately handknotted of rich wool, pure silk,

'

. or both. Also inciuded are our extremels popular R
handmade uwoal Dhurrics which feature contem. N
porary pastel designs for casual living. :
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You made a smart move when you applied for the
Michigan Education Trust. But there's a way to make
- thatsmart move even smarter ~— by financing your
trust through Empire of America!
Unlike other banks, we offer you 100% financing
for your MET, so you can take advantage of afl your
- trust has to offer. We'll design your loan with
competitive rates to fit your financial needs, We'll even
arrange a flexible repayment schedule, with terms up
to 18 years depending on the child's age, Plus, our
rate cap means your interest will stay within our pre-
range to help keep your payments
affordable, A two-day loan approval is also available.
Bring the cost of higher education down to,carth,
- and apply for MET financing today at your nearby
of America branch. Or call SMARTLINE®
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