Poet looks forward to purple

Dear Jo;

Have you ever seen or beard the
poem, “When I Am An O1d Womnn 1
Shall Wear Purple"? 1 beard it on
the radlo a few weeks ago and found
It amusing ~ I'm sure your readers
would, too, If you can find It, could
you priat 1t? It's ao Interesting look
ot aging by a middle-oged wuman,

Mn.KS,,
Another middle-aged woman

Dear Mrs. S.:

1 guess middle-aged woman is my
“calegory” too. Rlght now, It's
rather a nlce place to be!

I had some difficulty finding it. 1
had read it 2 few years ago In a
newspaper and neglected to clip it
for my {lles. Neveriheless, I found it

TN

; Farrell

4 gerontology
=+ A. Jolayne

In a book (named after the poem),
“When I Am An Old Woman I Shall
Wear Purple: An Anthology of Short
Storles and Poetry.” It's edited by
Sandra Martz and published by Pa.
pler-Mache Press, Manhattan Beach,
Callf. (1988),

So here's the poem entitled Warn-
ing written by Jenny Joseph:

When I am an old woman I shall
wear purple

With a red hat which doesn't go, and
doesn’t sult me.

And T shall spend my pension on
brandy and summer gloves

And satin sandals, and say I have no
money for butter.

T shall sit down on the pavement
when I'm tired

Teachers like strike law:
parents ask for change

(AP) — A stale Senate commiltee
held o hearing on bllls regulating
teacher strikes, such as the nlne still
under way thls week, and got con-
fllcting views from parents and the
stale’s largest teachers union,

The Leglstature remains deeply
divided on the issue, on which for-
mer Gov, William Mllliken In 1975
and 1980 vetoed bills. Since then,
lawmakers generally have kept their
hands off the tople.

“I'm trylng to come up with
remedles to a difficult situation we
face every fall," sald Sen. Fred Dill-
ingham, R-Fowlerville and chair-
man of the Scnate Human Resources
and Senior Cltizens Commilttee,
which held a hearing Thursday,

AL SHORT, director of govern-
ment affaics for the Michigan Edu-
calion Associallon, sald the big
teachers' unlon I8 satisfied with the

present situatlon,

“J think the system is working — 1
think it's working very well” be
8ald, “We think what's golng on right
now works.”

But the committee room was full
of parents who apparently dldn't
think the system was working so
well,

“Qur teachers are on strike," sald
Gerald Salow, a parent In the Stock-
bridge School District. “There are
golng to be feellngs that will be hard
to heal. There's golng to be resent-
ment, I think.”

“I'm convinced this is not the mes-
sage to sent to our children . .. A
walkout of the teachers just isn't
good for the children,' he said. “Pub-
Ile employees know they are in pub-
}ch gervlce when they accept thls
ob.
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“Something should be done to
make them understand we can't dis-
rupt the school year,” Salow sald.

TEACHER STRIKES generatly
are consldered illegal,

But Short noted that they're illegal
only after a cantract is agreed to and

a calender established for the school.

year. He also pointed out that con.
teacts cover other schoo! district
employees, not just teachers,

Still, he said: “Publle' employees’

should have the right to strike.”

The maln bill before the commit-
tee, sponsored by Sen. Nick Smith,
R-Addison, would require that teach-
ers and school boards comply with a
bargalning schedule In teacher nego-
tlatlons. The measure would set
penaltles for tenchers and schoot dls-
tricts 1f school was delayed by a
strike,

And gobble up samples In shops and
press alarm bells
And run my stick along public rail-

ings

And make up for lhe sobricty of my
youth.

1 shall go out in my slippers in the
ratn

And plck flowers from other people’s

gardens

And Jearn to splt.

You can wear terrible shirts and
grow more fat

And eat three pounds of sausages at

ago

Or only bread and pickle for a week
And hoard pens and pencils and
beermats and things in hoxes.

But now we must have clothes that
keep usdry

And pay our rent and not swear In
the street

And set a good example for the chil-
dren,

We must have frlends to dinner and
read the papers.

But maybe I ought to practice a Jit-
tle now

So people who know me are not too
shocked and surprised

When suddenly I am old, and start to
wear purple,

Readers can write to Jolayne
Farrell at 11 Cynthia Crescent,
Richmond Hill, Ontario LiFE 1J3.

Thuraday.
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Take a First Aid closs with the American Red
Cross. We'll teach you what you need to
know to save someone you love...from
choking, bleeding or dozens of other life
threatening emergencies.

Call your chapter of the American Red
Cross todoy. And know it all.
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COMPLETE HOME REMODELING
CABINETS REPLACE or REFACE

=~ custom designed cabinets and countertops

Speciaflion o
Estimates are
/ways Free

* Formica
« Solids
» Woodgrains

European, Modern & Traditional Styles

« Oak
+ Cherry
« Birch, etc.

+ Lightwelght, durable, colorfast * Interlor or Exterlor
« Do-It-Yourself or Professionally installed  » New or remodeled construction
‘EFH EE DO-IT-YOURSELF SEMINAR SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 9:30 am
Special discounts for seminar participants
ii for details or reservations
Visit our showroom or call for a free home estimate

WILLIAMS PANEL BRICK ...0.s
MFG. CO., INC. 538-6633

Troy
524-9150

Fir?lace Design Center

2730. 8 Mile (2 Miles W. of Telegraph Rd.)

Rodtord, Mictigan 34240
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Free Checking
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Cheching account FREE of monthly service changtes for as long as s maimtaun thas
balance. Empire of America Federal Savings Bank offers a wide range
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