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Cali_fornia discoveries

SPENT the last two weeks in
Callfornia, One week in San
Franciseo, the other In Los
Angeles, We stayed in Bel Alr,

a suburb of Los Angeles. Bel Alr is
consldered to be one of the h
areas. I loved to walk at night and

1 WAS SO IMPRESSED that I
asked if they had a representative In
this area, They do not, but they have
a catalog that is avallable to interior
deslgners. If you are working with a
designer, 1 suggest you ask that per-
son to write this company. I found

Pleasure loving
Sybaris Gallery lives up to its name

By C.L.Rugenstein
speclal writer

Sybaris, that pleasure loving clty
in anclent Greece, gave us the word
“Sybarite” to describe those who
love to surround themselves with
luxury. Sybaris Gallery in Hunting-
ton Woods, a new showplace for

peck into the windows. Plantation the prices very moderale conslder- works of craft art, was begun with a
shutters, curtains and draperles  ing the fine quality of the construc-  gimilar idea,
seem to be the popular cover for tion and finlsh. “To surround yourself with art s

windows, 1 saw very little In vertical

Signatures in Acrivue has a spiral
th

blinds. and draperi
were used together,

1 spent one day covering the Pa-
ciflc Design Center in Los Angeles.
The original building i3 about 10
years old. They are completing an
addltion. Many of the showrooms are
open in the new building. I felt very
much at home when I spotted Sher-
ril) Upbolstery. Tbelr showroom has
the elegance of the one we have here
at the Michigan Design Center.

I was very impressed with a line
of occasional chairs that are import-
ed from Spain and Italy. The compa-
ny name is Italmond. The chair

n on the
maln floor of the Blue bullding In the
same center. The entire stalrcase Is
acrylle — even the tread, which has
a stalnless steel cover leaving three
to four inches of acrivue on elther
side exposed, Thelr work Is spectac.
ular, This Is all custom work, Send
them your specifications and they
will not only send you the finished
product, but the installer to do the
Job. Needless to say, it's very costly,
but if your budget allows it, what a
look!

Eve Garvin has been an interi.
or designer in the area for many

luxury” explained Linda Ross, part-
ner with Arlene Selik In the new ven-
ture.

But the artwork Sybarls Gallery
brings to the area Is not in the usual
vein — paintlngs or sculpture, or
‘cutesy’ gift — type offerings. The
works displayed at Sybaris, the Gal-
lery are part of a new wave called
craft art — traditional handcraft
pleces like bowls and wrns, baskets
and furniture that have transcended
the functlonal to become fine art In
thelr own right.

THE DEBATE ABOUT whether
craft art Is fine art still rages, how-
ever, with price belng one determin-

frames arec made of solid beech- years. She welcomes comments ing factor,
w0od, handcarved and avatlable Ina  and questions from readers. Send  “When you can demand $25,000
number of finishes, Thelr finishes those to her in care of this news- for a plece (a3 cerami-

“are [n grades just as fabrics are
from manufacturers of furnlture,

paper, 3625! Schoolcraft Rood,
Livonia 48150.
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Royal Pointe...

Imagine.

of your life.
Royal Puinte

From $2H0,000 10 $350.000.

crale it for you,

The Brody Gi
. SRG Propertie.

in West Bloomfield

1omes of distinction so elegant,
o luxurious thar wonds alosw fall
short. Bomes reflecting the quatity

2 AW community
of indeseribably beautiful homes
in West Bloomficld. Each ereated
fromahe vislon of its owner.
Cansteucted by five fine buildens:
Drody, Geand, Kalabat. SRG. Star.

Describe your dream and we')

Royl pointe

Visit us at Reyal fointe, on the north side of Maple Read
beiween Farmington and Drake rculs.

roup, Ine. 315.8900
s, Ld, 7578707
Grand tiomes, Inc. 855.9698

alone are

not enough.

Arneson works at present, they do
have several handsome pleces by an
artist Influenced by Arneson, Rimas
VisGirda.

The line drawlngs on VisGlrda's
clay vessels brings Plcasso to mind,
The tail, cylindrical face entitled “A
Boy and His Dog” iIs simply drawm,
colorful, and engaging. On top of the
hat is the dog in bronze minlature,
hls shadow painted on the hat, It
shows VisGirda’s irreverence
toward hls medium as well as a
lighter side of ‘serious’ art.

ISGIRDA IN HIS person and
works [{lustrates also the blurring of
two other distinctives between fine
arts and craft art. Craft art utilizes
the media of clay, glass, wood and
metal. Oll-on-canvas, and marble/
bronze sculpture were the tradition-
al media of fIne art. VisGirdla is also
unlverslty tralned, (with a2 master of
{fine arts degree) as are a great many
artists who chose to express them.
seclves through craft art forms and
medla,

Mike Chipperficld is another artist
represented al Sybaris. His works
show a fasclnation with lexture: a
fraglle-looking small bowl was done
Ina J. method called Rakel.

cist Robert Arneson, father of ‘funk’
art can) it's no longer second class —
it's fine art,” sald Ross. “Craft art
has become a major force In the art
world.”

While Sybaris doesn't have any

“It’s taken from the kiln while red
hot and put into combustlble materi-
al (like sawdust), which burns to cre-
ate a black smoke to burnish the pot
and make it very porous,” Sellk ex-
plained.

Artist Yvonne Porcella created this quilt,
“Chili Pepper Lites,” of cotton with
hand-painted border fabric. it is ma-
hine-pleced

and hand-

pi , hand
quilted. it measures 36-by-36 inches.

Craft artists are experimenting
with thelr media, she added,
“They're pushing the boundarles of
thelr particular media to see how far
they can go — creating works very
much out of the malnstream.”

Like Yvonne - Porcella. One
wouldn’t ordinarily rank quilts as
fine art, but Porcella creates mod-
emislic fabric palntings with narra-
tive themes. Scenes In brilllant red,
yellow, and black/white checks rem.

t of Purina eritter chow bags
adjure viewers to “Share the Milk-
bones of Life." Another quilt-tapes-
try in yellow, green, purple and the
black/white checks muses profound-
1y, “It’s About Beets and Perfume."

BUT WHILE VISGIRDA'S and
Chipperfield's works are some of the
many consignment pleces available
at Syl , Porcella’s can only be
viewed on film, presently. One of the
services Seltk and Ross offer clients
is the optlon of viewing the work of
the artists they represent via a slide

show.
“Usially the gallery is open by ap-

polntment only, but we try to be
flexible," Selik sald. "“The client can
come here, or we can go to them:
have slides, will travel!" she
laughed. R

The renson for the limited gallery
hours is the fact that it's located in
Ross's . home.

Would-be Sybarites will have'a
chance to see how well they've suc-
ceeded when they open the gallery
for thelr first exhibit, titled “A Cele-
bration of American Crafts: An Ex.
hiblt of Art in the Media of Clay,
Wood, Fiber, Glass and Metal”, The
exhiblt will run from Sept. 24
through Oct. 18, and Hope Palmer of
the Birmingham Bloom!{leld Art As.
soclation wlil be the featured speak-
er, An opening reception will be held
from 1-5 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 24.

“THIS CITY IS SO culturally rich
we felt it should have its own gal-
lery,” Ross sald.

For more information about Sy.
baris Gallery's hours, or the upcom-
ing exhibit, call 542-8902 or S44.
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“From The Brody Group,
we got a beautiful custom-
built home that's ideal for
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octh of 11 Mile/West of Farmin)

DUCED This charming original carriage house offeri
ral fireplace in living room, dining room and fantas
surrounded by hundreds of trees. A MUST SEE! §295,0

A ng 3 bedrooms, den, 2 baths, natu-
tic above ground pool on a 1.43 acre lot :
00 (L-340) 851-4400
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our way of life and great for

P110713 Kingston, Huatington Woods

1
13343 Victoris, Huntington Woods|
outh of Lincoln/East off Coolidge

. SPACIOQUS 3 bedroom, 114 bath calonial with bresthuking
step-down (aily room with cathedral ceiling, 2 fireplaces, formal
diniag room, rec room with bar, deck 1ad more. Situated on &

¥l South of 11 Mile, Coolidge
IMPRESSIVE COLONIAL

Festures a formal dinlng toom, 4 bedrooms, 2 full baths, fireplaced

liviog room, wet plaster walls and hardwood floors, balcony and

fenced yard with nd 2 car garsge. All alusied on a quict

treed family ares, $128,000 $47.2000

East o

our children, If we ever build
another new home, we would
choose The Brody Group
again”

famity seeet and priced ta nell a1 $129,900. $47.2000
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