No action in Oakland road fund campaign

By m Murphy
staff writer

Everybody talks about the Oak-

“210nd County roads, but hardly any-

s

on¢ seems to be promoting a Nov. 8
ballot issue that could raise $200

B
“j:mllllon to improve them.

“We need something to scll it

"" ‘sald West Bloomfleld Township

'.m.c

Trustee, G. Kenneth Poye, referring

* %o data needed to persuade residents

. toapprove a §25-per-vehicle tax.

But with 57 days remainlng before
he election, there appears to be lit-
¢ under way to Inform the public

about the 10-year tax, say supporters
% 'and oppanents alike.

THE FEE — $25 for cach car,

"" truck and motorcycle registered in

the county — Is a virtual linchpln In

"-'-‘me Oakland County Road Commis-

o4

]

rn

slon's plan to raisc $900 milllon over
10 years for highway malntenance,
Improvement and constructlon, ac-
cording to Brent O. Bair, deputy
managing dircctor of the road com-
mission,

That’s a higher estimate than the
ariginal $740 anlllion from the coun-
ty for needed road fmpr

Board of Trustees unanimously en-
dorsed the propoucd registration fee.

BUT OFFICIALS, including Poye,
say there’s an 1mporum difference
between endorsing a tax measure
nnd actively setling it to voters,

"'We need traffic counts and Im-
pact studles,” Poye sald. “We need
to know how the money will be

"l dnn't know that this (the regis-
tration fee) s the answer to trafflc
congestion, We might be better off
with 2 millage levy for road im.
provement, But this {s a concrete
proposal on the table, and I have no
qualms about Informlng people
about it,

“But we need facts, If we wait
much longer to address our road
problems, it might not matter. We
will be so gridlocked by traffic that
we won't be able to move,” Poye
said.

The support Is far from unani-
mous among local elected officlals,

SIBM[NGHAM Cﬂy C

He hopes to persuade the Birming-

ham council to come out against the
proposal,
Kain sald he knows revenue ralsed
by the fee is scheduled to remaln
withln each community, but he is
stlfl skeptical, i not susplclous, “If
we (Birmingham) wanted to Impose
2 $25 per vehicle tax for road im-
provement, we would do it,” safd the
former mayor.

Kain zaid he will glve the fee sup-
porters a chance to make thelr case.
“If they can show me that paylng a
$25 registration fee would save me
181';5 per year in car maintenance, I'd

ten.

"But unless they (backers of the
fee) show me

and the Oakland County Board of
Commissloners — no more taxes.”

Road commission officlals Insist
that information about the registra-
tlon fee s on the way., “We have to
be very careful,” said Balr, “because
the commisslon cannot expend mon-
ey {or offort) to advocate a yes vote.
But we can make sure voters have
all the information they need to cast
an Informed vote on the Issue.”

So far there appears to be no orga-
nized opposition to the fee, Bair sald,
But opposition appears to be wide-
spread and vocal, judging by feed-
back and unscientifte indicators like
letters-to-the-edltor, he sald.

DUS GROUPS, such as

l will remain strongly opposed to lt.”

ANOTHER POLITICALLY savvy
observer says Oakland County resl-
dents are willing to evaluate argu-
ments on behalf of the tax. “But it's
golng down by at lcast 2-to-1," pre-
dlcted William D. McMaster, a lump
time resident of Hlils

chambers of commerce, boards of
real estate and several clty councils
~ such as Troy - have endorsed the
proposed fee, Balr sald.

The road commission and others
hope those endorsements transiate
Into telephone banks, direct matlings
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and other infor 1 efforts

needed to inform and sway voters.

“The best {Informattonal) tool we
could have would be signs” right at
traffic bottlenecks, he said. For ex-
ample, a slgn at Square Lake Road
and Woodward Avenue saying, In el-
{ect, "This Intersection would be im.
proved with money raised by pas-
sage of the Vehicle Registration
Fee," would get a polnted message
across, Bair said.

But there Is no real indication that
such signs are forthcoming, Bair ad-
mitted.

Two separate arganizations have
been organlized to promote the regis-
tration fee — the “Community Alli-
ance for Roads (CAR)" and “Keep
Your Oakland County Roads Mov-
ing" committee.

So far, any efforis by them to In-
form voters on the regisiratlon fee,
much less to persuade them to vote
for it, have not surfaced publicly.

“It louks bad,” suld Pat Jucubs,

for the Keep Your
Qakland County Roads Moving com-
mittee and treasurer of the North
Oakland Board of Realtors.

“We need a massive education ef-
fort, particularly in the northern
parts of the county where critical
car owners are convinced the money
would In the southern
areas,” she safd. “But it's a big job."

Her committee will mail at least
one informational letter directly to
vaters, Jacobs said. It will also buy

ce on a billboard or two and
launch a telephone campalgn to in-
form and persuade voters.

But those efforts will likely be in-
adequate, she acknowledged, glven
the informatlonal job to be done and
voter resistance to additional taxes.

“Everywhere 1 go, people are
dead-set agalnst the registration
fee,” Jacobs said. Unless something
changes, “they're not In the mood to

and p of

er Gary W, uses the word
“crusade” in descrlhlng hls strong

Adoption of the fee would enhance
the county's chance of getting more
money from (he state by demon-
strating the willingness of local resl-

g 1o Lansing for help, said Balr.
The West Bloomfield Township

PRIt

il

to the d registra-
tion fee.

“The fee would force people in es-
tablished communities like Birming-
ham and Southfield to help pay for
improvements in developing areas
:zhi! Troy and Auburn Hills,” sald

ain.

Commu-
nications Ine.

Residents already pay “the high-
est taxes In Michigan,” McMaster
said. “Even so, they will listen {to
logic) because they want an answer
to traffic congestlon.

“But thls ain't the answer,” he
sald. “And I think taxpayers are
walling for the chance to send a
message to the Road Commission

e Workshop aids offspring of alcoholics

Wi

Adults who were chlldren of al-

«391caholles are the Larget of a two-day

program this month at Oakland
Community College.
Cathleen Brooks, founder of “Next

ZZStep.” o natlonal conter in the alco-

g

hol and drug abuse field, will con-

duct the program on I-‘rldny. Sept.
23, and Saturday, Sept. 24

The Friday program 1s at the Lila
R. Jones-Johnson Theater on the
Royal Oak campus of the college. It
is a public forum beglnning at 7:30
pm. .

Saturday, an intensive workshop
runs from ¢ am. to 4 p.m. In the
High Technology Center on the Au-
burn Hills Campus of OCC.

Participants may register at the
door either day of phone 853-4211
{for more detalled information.
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Regularly 200 to-!'§70. Have the look
- - and teel of suede with none of ifs drowbacks
with carefree UlraSuede? Our collection

Faclle and Finese. We have suits. coals,
dresses, blozers, jockels, skifts and pants in
classic to up-to-the-minute styles with the
newest delails. In every imaginable color,
Misses 4-20, pelites 4-16.

Speclal orders welcome.
350 units avaikabta whike quantiias 1ot

chudiks

Of Birmingham

294 East Brown Sheet » 647-1300

open Monday through Saturday 10 o &, Thursday until ¢
fres private porking

Use your Viso, Matler Card or Ameiican Exprass.

ulira suede’

BRAND FABRIC

to 440

of UllraSuede* Including

The CampBell Soup Tureen Collection. |

Now on display, "Kings, Queens and Soup Tureens,”
acollection of over 100 silver and porcelain soup tuteens from
the tables of 18%and 19"’ centur
Don’t miss this one-of-a-ki

its brief showing in Detroit.

Edsel & Eleanor Ford House
1100 Lake Shore Road
Grosse Pointe Shores, Michigan

Agust 10 to October, 1988

Wednesday - Sundsy 1:00-5:00

" Guided ot 130 1230
inthe Girden T R

Eumpean Royalty.
exhibition duting

Mon. & Thurs. 10.9,

Tues,-Wed, .Fri.

Don gﬁoma;

10-6, Sar. 9:30.5:30, Sun.12-5

Four Day Ski Sale

This Thursday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday

Featuring

0%

All ’87-’88 Ski Boots

Nordica Lange
Salomon Raichle
Dolomite

support anoilier tax.”
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Bloomfield Plaza o Telegroph at Maple » Birmingham » 626-9500

Famous Fashion Labels .\ z 20-50% Off ]
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Knit Dresses
DEPT. STORE $52

5909
s2999
$1899
31999

51699
51699

Two Picce
Knit

Skirt Sets
DEPT.STORE $56

IN GROUP
Challis Skirts

DEPT.STORE $38

BRlGGS

DEPT.STORE §32

ERIKA
Fine Gauge

Sweaters
DEPI’.STORE $30

RAFAELLA
Linen Sweaters
DEPT.STORE $48
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