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OMMUNITY ACTIVIST
John Rogln was fired up
last week about his two-
day U.S. Olymple Team
Torch Relay and what it could
mean for the Detrolt-Toledo area,
Rogin said he hoped Jt would
catch the interest of offlclals who
might consider the area as a future
site for the Olympic games, The re-
glonal relay began Friday, covered
216 kilometers through more than
50 communities and came through
Farmington Saturday morning.
“The Detroit and Toledo metro-
politan and suburban areas are an
excitlng arcna to stage the Olym-
plc games,” sald Rogln, a Farming-
ton Hills resident and owner of
John Rogin Bulck [n Wayne.
Friends and assoclates “encour-
aged me that what we wanted (o
accomplish could be done,” he add.
ed.

THE EVENT, which used the
original torch from the 1984 games
in Los Angeles, coincided with the
opening over the weekend of this
year's summer games in South Ko-

rea.
Juanita Major, a Farmington

lon mak:

Hilla resident, was one of about 300
runners involved in the race, but
also carried the torch at the head
of the relay as it passed through
the Livonta area,

Major, 40, was on Southfleld
High School's track team, but

" stopped ,running after graduatlon,

“because there was no encourage-
ment for girls at the time to contin.
ue,” she sald.

She started running for fun and
physical fitness about 14 years ago
and now runs four miles every day
in the Nine Mile and Halsted area.

She sald before the start of the
relay: “I think carrying the Olym-
ple torch will be one of the most
exciting things I've ever done in
my life.”

Rogln became involved in trylng
to draw the Olympics to the area
after reading a book about the 1984
Olymplcs in Los Angeles by Peter
Ueberroth. He credited numerous
corporate donors, including prime
aponsor Buick Motor Division, plus
some 1,500 people involved In mak-
ing the relay work.

“It will allow people to demon-
strate thelr American pride and
history,” he sald. “I guess I'm a big
flag waiver. This is one of the
greatest things I could do for my
city, community and country.
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Torches high

boosts Olympic spirit

“If this helps bring the Olympics
here, it will all be worth ("

THE TORCH relay Is expected
to raise $80,000 through torchbear.
ers paying $325 up per kilometer,
The money will be used to help
fund U.S. Olympic teams.

In a proclamation read when the
regional relay stopped outside clty
hall Saturday morning, Farming.
ton Mayor Richard Tupper de-
clared Sept. 17 as U.S. Olymplc Re-
lay Team Day. He urged ¢itizens to
;upport the U.S. Olymplc team ef-

ort.

At the Farmington Hlils City
Hall soon after, Mayor Jody Soro-
nen, who briefly ran with the
torchbearer, read a proclamation
that sald the torch relay “repre-
sents the same courage, determina-
tion, discipline and patriotism that
are hallmarks of the Olymple
games themselves.

“The Olymplc games bring peo-
ple and countries together in a bat-
e, not of destruction, but for ex-
cellence in aports,” she said. “The
Olymplc arena of nations becomes
a peaceful, but competitive, gath.
eting as athletes go for the gotd.”

Staff writer Loraine McClish
cov_:m’buted to thisreport,

es its way into bars of the Farmington Department of Puhu
downtown Fermington around 8 a.m. Saturday. Safety, former Olympic medal winners and a
The runners had an escort made up of mem- truck for members of the media,

Phatos by RANDY BORST/atatt photograsher
Torchbearer Bill Harrieon of Westland runs Hall Saturday morning. Soronen then read &
with Farmington Hills Mayor Jody Soronen proclamation supporting the Olympics. .
down the entrance to Farmington Hills City

e

Rachael Callcut (lett), 12, and
her brother, Jacob, 15, of
Commerce Township,
brought the torch through
downtown Farmington Satur-
day morning. They are listen-
ing to Farmington Mayor
Richard Tupper read & proc-
lamstion of support for the
Olympics. Next to Tupper is
John Regin, of John Rogin
Buick in Wayne, who helped
organize the Torch Relay for
the Toledo-Detroit area.

Faxon seeks higher cap
on homestead tax credit

By Joanne Maliszewsk|
atalf writer

State Sen. Jack Faxon, D-Farm.
ington Hills, belleves other commun-
ities should join with him and Farm.
Ington Hills in urging legislators to
Increase the Homestead Tax Credit.

Faxon i3 co-sponsoring Senate Bll)
292, which would increase the exist.
ing $1,200 homestead tax credit —
or circult breaker cap — (o a maxl-
mum $2,400 to provide at least $48
million In added tax credits for
homeowners who spend more than
3.5 percent of thelr household In-
come on property taxes.

‘"We are one of the highest proper-
ty tax states in the natlon,” Faxon
sald. “When you look at the enor
mous increase In property values,
people are almost belng priced out
of thelr homes.”

Faxon lauded the Farmington
Hills City Council for taking notice

property values and thelr Increasing
difficulty in paying higher taxes.

According to Faxon, state equal-
ized property values increased 156
percent for Oakland County home-
owners and 247 percent for residents
of Farmington Hills.

“If you bought a house 10-15 years
ago, today's tax proration exceeds
the prlnl.c_lpn and lnlehmt pay-
ments,” Farmingion Hills assessor
Dean Babb sald, ’

Faxon’s blll zlso calls for an in-
crease In the amount of rent In ex-
cess of household Income that Ls used
to determine renters tax credit. The
percentage of rent used to figure the
share of their rent that can be de-
ducted as property tax also would in-
crease If the blll passes muster.

“It (clrcult breaker increase) Is the
least expensive solution because it
takes Into account indlvidual family
income.”

But Vagnozzi sald that perhaps the
proposed increase to $2,400 Is a bit
too high. Assessor Rabb echoed simi-
lar sentiments. i

“It's probably higher than it needs
to be. You have to analyze the fact
that your typlcal tax bill in this com-
munity is $2,400-$2,500. If you go bp
to $2,400 (clrcuit breaker cap), ev-
eryone could take advantage of it.

*“The question Is, bas been, always
will be, where does the moncy come
{from. That's always golng to be the
problem,” Babb continued.

Still Faxon maintains that in.

But some city counci] b
expressed concern about how the
state would make up the loss of reve-
nue If more tax eredit Is given to
property owners,

af the plight of some
They sent a resolution to the state
Legialature requesting an increase
In the state’s homestead credit.
Prompted by councilman Aldo
Vagnozz!, the resolution followed a
presentation of a report in June by
city assessor Dean Babb on the p;cp-
ow

ENTS, ESPECIALLY sen-
lor citizens, complalned to the city
council In June about Increasing

Work begins for '90

The 1080 federal centus i two

SB 292, g to Faxon, would
tnean an estimated $88.8 million in
reduced state revesues, The total in-
cludes the estimated $48 milllon in
rellef to homeowners with the re-
malnder for renters.

Though some are concerned about
the potential for state revenue loss,
Fazon believes it's the governor's
Job to draft a budget based on what-
ever revenue the state has.

“TT'S HOW much of a priority he
;:m 10 set his budget to. It's up to

ct reve-
nues from the budget,” Faxon said.

thernielves, There bave been cases
where unauthorised

creasing the cireult breaker is more

g1 than sales tax,
generally considered regressive be.
cause Jow- to moderate-income resi-
dents pay a greater portion of In-
come In taxes.

The Homestead Property Tax Re-
llef provides a way for taxpayers to
link property tax to household in-
come &s a means of making the
system falrer.

The circuit breaker is a device
through which taxpayers can recelve
credit for an amount of their propet-
ty tax that exceeds a certain
centage of household Income for the

Under the act, senior citizens cur-
rently can be granted a credit when
property taxes exceed 3.5 percen
tousebold income exceeds $6,001) of
thelr household income with a maxi-
mum $1,200 rebate.

COORDINATES

The art of coordination...in mixed textures and patterns, By Breckenbridge. %¥-16,

Spruce wool plald jacket with flower pin, $§190; Multi-crimson polyester taffeta

skirt, $88; Not shotwn: Long sleeve taffeta blouse with peplum, multi-crimson, $78.
P

Jacobson’s

Fall...A Season of Choices

) ¢ iweloome Jacobeon’s Charge or the Amerioan Bxpress® Card. .
Shop until 8 p.m. on Thursday and Friday. Until 6 p.m. on Sonday, Tweadey, Wednasday and Saturday.




