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modern fable, Charity Hope Valen-
tine (Georgla Engel) is a dance-hal]
- bostess who refuses to be daunted
. by her grimy surroundings or poor
track record with boyiriends. For
- her, hope springs cternal for find.
ing true love and a better life.
* As Charity, Engel is just as bub-
-bly, just as ingenuous, and even
more attractive than when she
gained fame as (ke bubble-headed
-Georgette on ‘The Mary Tyler
.Moare Show" more than a decade
ago, Her distinctive llttle-girl volce
is " ideally suited to Charity's
-nalvete and tenderness, though En-
. gel's Charity lacks the thin vencer
of toughness that have marked her
«predecessors in the role,
. While Engel has a pleasant sing-
-ing veice and dancing proficiency,
+this.production is missing the daz-
allng show-stopping choreography
‘performed by other “Charity”
stars, No matter, for Engel Is a
.Strong stage presence. Radiating
«purity of heart, she pulls it off with
sheer pluck and adorablllty.

PATRICK HAMILTON does a
fine fob as Oscar Lindquist, the
.Nice Young Man on whom rides all
Charity’s hopes and dreams. While
ot partlcularly strong vocally,
Hamiiton has an expresslve face
-and an engaging comic flair, best
exemplified when claustrophobia
plagues him in a stuck elevator.

Engel recelves excellent back-up
-from Sharon Lawrence and Amelia

‘Sweet Charity’
hums along nicely

Marshall, playing dance-hall host-
esses Helene and Nickie, respec-
tively. Their vocal skills excel in
“There's Gotta Be Something Bet-
ter Than This” and “Baby Dream
Your Dream.”

Other memorable numbers are
the dance-hall hostesses’ rendltion
of “Big Spender” and Charity's
very upbeat "If My Friends Could

¢ Now, 'm the Bravest In-
dividual” and “I'm a Brass Band.”
Two clever satiric numbers are
“Rhythm of Life," poking fun at
the flower chlldren of the '60s, and
“Rlch Man's Frug," parodying pop-
ular '60s dance steps.

Originally conceived, staged and
choreographed by Bob Fosse, thls
production’s more subdued chore-
ography by Susan Stroman still re-
flects Fosse's trademark of angu-
lar jazz danclng.

At Friday night's preview per-
formance, timing was creaky on
the slgnboards, and a large scenery
flat hung perilously close (o the
dancers' heads for'a long time be-
fore it flnally lifted out of sight.

Overall, director Jack Allison's
“Sweet Charlty” is a joyous, tune-
ful show worth scefng just for the
funofit,

Barbara Michals teaches high
school English in Southfield. A
theater critic for the last 14
years, shie is an inveterate play-.
goer who regularly catches up
on all the New York produc-

tions,

fable talk

Japanese meal

Japanese culture and cuisine may
be experienced at Cranbrook PM.'s
Mikado Dlnncr at 7 p.m. Wednesday,
Oct. 19, at the Kyoto Japanese
Steakhouse In Troy. Cost Is $27.50

per person. For reservatlons, call
645-3635, The evenlng beglns with
Kyotosushi, Kappamakl hors
d'ocuvres and rice wine. A cash bar
will be available. Dinner In the
wooden teppanyakl reoms will be
prepared by aulhentic teppen chefs,

Price is right for community theater

Cantinued from Page 5

205 W. Long Lake Road In Troy be-
tween Livernols and Crooks. Curtain
time Is 8 p.m. Fridays-Saturdays, 7
p.m. Sundays exeept for 3 p.m. matl-
nees Lhe last day of each run.

THE FIRST Theatre Guild is aim-

ing at famlly audlences this year.:

“The King and 1," directed by Barba.
ra Gowans, opens Friday, Nov. 4,
and contlnues Saturday-Sunday,
Nov. 5-6, and Thursday-Saturday, 10-
12, Curtaln at 8 p.m., except for Nov,
$, a special matinee for senjor clti-
zens. The governess and the King of
Siam begin thelr battie royal at 2
p.m. Call 646-6033 for $5 tickets, The
guild performs at Knox Auditorium
of the Flrst Presbyterian Church,
1669 W. Maple in Blrmingham.
Gowans and crew plan to do the fine
children’s version of Gllbert and Sul-
Jivan's “H.M.S. Pinafore;” tentative
dates are March 10-11 and 17-18.

Troy Players opens with Noel
Coward’s durable comedy “Blithe
Spirit,” on Friday, Oct. 28, Phllome-
na Semers dlrects the production,
which has a three-week run. Cow-
ard’s clever dlajoguc between a hus-
band, his new wife and the spirit of
his dead wife who will not quit the
house can be heard Saturday-Sun.
day, Oct. 29-30; Friday-Sunday, Nov.
4-6, and Friday-Saturday, Nov. 11-
12, Curtain tlme is 8 p.m. Fridays.
Saturdays and 2 p.m. Sundays. Tick-
ets are $6, $5 for students. Season
tickets arc $16; $14 for seniors and
students.

Cole Porter, who is never out of
vogue, can be heard at the Troy
Players on March 3-5, 10-12 and 17+

18, “Anything Gocs' is this seazon’s
musical, Tickets for the show are $7.
“The Diary of Anne Frank,” o,
April 28 and running through May
13, rounds out the season. Troy Play-
ers performs at the Troy Community
Center, 520 Big Beaver Road. Call
879.1285 for tickets and information,
St. Dunstan's Guild of Cranbrook
opens with “Llttle Shop of Horrors"
on Friday, Oct. 28, Directed by Lind.
say Balmer, this wickedly funny mu-
sical features Jim Andres as Sey-
mour, the wimp who wins out; Duffy
Wineman as Audrey; Don Schore as
the sadistic dentist; Jaq Pagnucco
and Bruce Ryding as the puppeteer
and voice of the Plant; Tom Spriggs
as Mr, Mushnlk, and Dlanne Ryding,
Nina Kircher and Suzle Leonard as
the doo-wop singers. “Little Shop"
runs Friday-Saturday nights through
Nov, 12. Curtain is at 8 p.m. for all
performances.

The sophisticated comedy “Plaza
Sulte" opens at St. Dunstan's on Feb.
10 for a three-week run that ends
Feb. 25, “Lion in Winter,” the play
about life in England's draftlest cas-
tle, blows i with the gusts of April,
“Lion" will run April 7-8 and 14-15,
“You Can’t Take It With You" will
enjoy a two-week stint as the sea-
son's final offering June 2-3 and 8-
10. St. Dunstan’s Playhouse is at 400
Lone Pine Road, Bloomtleld Hills,
Tickets are $8, $7 for students, for
“Little Shep of Horrors.” All other
shows are $7, student rates $6, For
tickets and [nformation, call 644-
0527,

AVON PLAYERS has collected a
county-wide cast to open its 41st sea-

‘Brighton Beach Memoirs’ opens at the
Avon on Jan. 13 for a three-week run

that ends Jan. 28,
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son. “Something’s Afoot,” a spoof of
Agatha Christle’s “Ten Little Indi.
ans,” features Diane Stinnett of Ro-
chester as Hope Langdon, Dean Lin-
strom of Lake Orion as Dr. Gray-
burn, Beth Hall of Orchard Lake as
Lady Manleyprose, Jerry McCray of
Royal Oak as Colonel Gliweather,
Kim Monterosso of Utica as Nigel
Rancur, John Canu and Judy Pri-
vaski of Rochester as Clive the but.
ler and Miss Twee, Kay Hilber of
Auburn Hills as Lettle the mald and
Bl Hellebyck of Mt, Clemens as the
caretaker,

Linda Sherhetd directs the diverse
cast. Lots of falling bodles, amusing
songs, rolling fog and a clever plot
are at the Avon Playhouse on Fri.
days-Sundays, Nov. 4-8 and 11-13,
and Friday-Saturday, Nov. 18-19.
Tickets are $6.

are $8.
“Brighton Beach Memolra” opens
at the Avon on Jan. 13 for a three-
week run that ends Jan. 28, If you

Troy Players opens
with Noel Coward’s
durable comedy ‘Blithe
Spirit’ on Friday, Oct.

somehow mtanaged to miss Nel
Simon’s play/movic, this ks an op-
portunity to catch up. Ira Levin's
tense “Deathtrap” is the third offer-
Ing of the season, and it beglns a
three-week run March 3, winding up
March 18. The musical “Cabaret,”
last show of the four Avon will be
doing this scason, runs May 11-14,
18-21 and closes Its ambitlous four
nights-a-week-schedule with perfor.
mances May 25-27. Curtaln at 8 p.m,
Matlnces at 7:30 p.m. Sundays. Avon
Players Theatre is at 1185 Washing-
ton Road, Rochester Hills. Call 856.
1230 for ticket information, Enjoy.

SIEAON OfS

PRESENTS

Concert Series

Evary Wednesday night thry Novembar, the
Sheraton Oaks continues its Cool Notes concert

series . .. o place whare you'll hoar this city’s

bast mysic ond meet some quality people whife you

enjoy food, fun ond your favorite cocktails. The

coolest part of all is there's no cover charge.

Starting of 6:00 p.m., Wednssdoys.

This Wednesday, September 28
Alexander Zonjic

Mie343.5000

Men, If you're about to turn 18, It's
time to register with Seiective Service
at any U.S: Post Office.

It’s quick. It's easy.
And it's the law,

l“ Pearl’s .
- Garden

Serving the Finest in
Chinese & American Cuisine

Luncheons ¢ Dinners » Carry Out Orders
Szechuan and Mandarin
Open 7 days a Week

Mon.-Thurs, 11 AM-10 PM«+ Friday 11 AM-11 PM
Sat. 12-11 PM« Sunday 12-10 PM

- 469 S. Woodward ¢ Birmingham
% 644-2913
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A special weekend.

A special rate. s

©r (343) 5931234 ¢ -

toes

1-800 228-9000

per
; 5 night

Rosemary Clooney & Friends
‘ featuring
The Mercyaires, The Grunyuns,
and an all star band .
4 Orohestra Hall
Friday, October.7th, 1988 -8 p.m,

. Benefit Mercy High School
Reserved Tickets 20.00¢ Call 476-8922
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