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‘Musician kept

B8y Carol Azizlan
stalf wrlter

Marvin “Doc” Holladay was a
Kansas section man, who hit the
«.road with a sax in hand,
.~ Pepper Adams aced him on hls
;. first gig and he got reat blg. In New
York, he ptayed in the fast lane, then
met John Coltrane.

Time came for him to go back to

_ school and learn something cool —
- like ethnomuslcology. He taught his
~ students how to beat West Africon
“ drums. And appreciate where other
. kinds of musle come from.

He's putting away his school tools.
Trying to go solo, They'll miss his pi-
zazzand all that fazz.

Doc Holladay, founder and dlrec-
_tor of Oakland University's jazz
" studies department, |s something of
a legend in these parts. He's played
all over the world with the biggest
names in the business.

Yet, when OU presents’its “Salute
_'to Doc Holladay" at B p.m. Friday,
Nov, 18 in Vnmor Hu]l he'll be re-

the

for bringlng Jau szndlcs to Roches-
ter.
«1 “He has done so much for our de-
“'partment,” satd Robert Facko,
* chairman of Music, Theatre and

‘Dance at OU. "1t will be difficdlt to
 ‘replace him.”

Scott Petersen, a former student,
a-jazz saxophone instructer at OU,
credits Holladay with preparing him
for the professional world,

“The cancepts he taught me were
" hipper than what other people were

. teaching.” he sald. “Guys I met from
‘other schools were squares. ‘Doc

+ 'knew the inside track.”

Holladay, 59, a former Rochester
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Hills resident who lives near Ann Are
bor, Is retiring In December, after &
16-year tenure,

UNDER HIS dlrection, the depart-
ment nﬂcrcd a “Survey of World
Music,” West African drumming,
Jazz history, jazz ensemble, lmprovi-
sation, theory, arranging and com-

ng.

“I want to devote my time to per-
ferming,” sald Holladay, who recent.
ly released his first solo album,
“Wings for the Spirit.” He describes
it as meditative music — “not
straight-ahead jazz, but a bit more
musical than New Age.” He pro-
duced the album on his own label,
New Conception Musle,

For most of his iife, the baritone
saxophone player has been part of a
team, (i{e returned from his latest
European tour with the Dizzy Gil-
lesple band In July.}

“1 always thought of myself as a
seetlon man — part of an orches.
tra," he said, “I never considered
myself a great soloist.”

Holladay grew up In Kansas,
carned a degree in music education
at Phillips Unlversity in Enid, Okla,
in 1951, then joined the U.S. Army.
While stationed in the United States
and Korea, be performed for the
troops. He also ran into an old
friend, Pepper Adams, and met jazz
great Cannonball Adderly for the
Irst time.

After he was discharged in late
1952, Holladay taught school in Ok-
lahoma and Texas and for a couple
years. He coulda't stay in one place
far too long so he hit the road witha
hotel band from Texas for about a
year.
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IN 1858, Holladay, then 28, ven-
tured out to the Big Apple, where he
landed his first fob as & stock boy at
G. Schirmer’s muslc atore.

He played In rehearsal bands at
Julllard and nightclubs, hoping
someone would “discover” him.
Thanks to a good word from his old
buddy, Pcpper Adams, Holladay
went on. the road with the Tommy
Dorsey band. He performed with
weekend bands at college dances and
country clubs before finding steady
work with the Larry Elgart band at
the Roosevelt Hotel.

Soan, Job offers started pouring in
— a few months with Woody Her-
man, 2% years with Stan Kenton
{rom 1959-62, then steady gigs at the
famous Jazz club, Basin Street East,
In New York Clty.

One of his most memorable
moments was watching Ella Fitzger-
ald rehearse. “Ella had always been
the scourge of drummers,” he re-
called. “She drove them crazy be-
cause she was such a perfectionist.

"“We were working at Basin Street
and Gus Johnson, Ella’s drummer,
and Taft Jordan, her trumpet player,
kept teasing her, They took her dack
1o her teenage days and she was like
a little girl again, She actually light-
enlg :lp and was more fun to work
wlth.”

HE REMEMBERS jazz legend
John Coltrane as “an Intense, young
man who was very focused and di-
rected in his thinking."

And, he recalls meeting Duke Ell-
ington at a concert at Yale In the
Iate 1960s. “He was graclous, warm
and dynamlic. He had a knack for
mnklng you feel appreciated as a
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cool teaching

During the 1960s, Holladay puyad
with the Quincy Joncs band, Gerald
Wilson, Thad Jooes and Mel Lewis

-and the Duke Ellingtor Alumnl Or-

chestra. After his last gig at the Vil.
lage Vanguard in Greenwlich Village,
Holladay left New York. He earolled
in the ethnomusicology department
at Yale University In the fall of 1966
and later continued his studies in In-
dlan and African mustc at Wesleyan
Unlversity.

“ had a cholce of dolng research
In Africa or supporting my family,”
He chose to accept a tzaching job at
Oakland University.

He took a sabbatica! in 1979-80 to
tour Japan, Australiz, South Ameri-
ca, Europe and Mexico with tke
Duke Ellington Orchestra and peri-
odically went on the road with J.C.
Heard from 198188,

Now, he'll divide hls time between
performing at benefit concerts for
members of the Baha'l faith (whick
Il:e %xsofm) and towing with other

a

nds.

As for the jazz department he
leaves behind, he sald, “Providence
will take care of thal"
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Complete Ling of Spas — Patlo Furallure —

“NOW IS THE TIME
TO ENJOY A SPA”

4 Person
SPAS

FAMOUS NAME
Complete Kits
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N

—

Do-lt'r y

Tile Co.

Yourself Headquarters

348-8850

Sale Prices End
October 1, 1988

Armstrong| | 'talian N [ Vinyl Covj
Solarlan Tile | | Glazed ' ! ]Bas oard
Peelk Stick Quarry i Molding
Heavy Weght-No Wax - L
: Floor Tile v {24¢
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CElLING choose from
TILE White %" Kitchen & Balh Anderson
A C Wall .| Bruce™
Each Tile Sa. Ft. Hartco
129% 1200 7 No. 4290 All Trim Available Too All On Sale Now!
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i With a Pella Bay from Newmyer
i1 Windows on display in our showroom
il .
15
&chyer Inc. s
R " . Sunrooms s Kitchens « Bathrooms ' : vmu l.lko. (]
= Doorwnllu * Pslla Windows » Vinyl Windows |
~ 4]  ses-sees . 669-3800 646-1220

Get

Nivi
Behind Dann) near 12 Osks

Profeigional advlca for do-ll-yourullers. Experienced personnel &
prdessional lnatnllatlon available, commorclnl or rasidentlal

ur best price
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CLEARANCE IN OUR
EHOUSE SHOWROOM

thes

1hle advantage of
-unusual savings
while they last.

ht'? early

WAREHOUSE

Up p 30% off our everyday warehouse
shownom prices. Includes some overstock
n from our other showrooms.

for the best selection. No
special orders.

se showroom only. Sale ends October 8th.

SHOWROOM OF

20855 Telegaph Rd. at 8 Mile R4, So - '
GoenE50 o to o100 p'm" uthtield 363 _os1o‘.

Mon. Mru Sat.
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