STREET BEATS

David Was (left), Sweet Pea Atkinson, Don Was and Sir Harry Bowens make up the core of the funky pop oultit Was (Not

'as).,

Was (Not Was) defies all labels

By Larry O'Connor
stati writor

Somewhere hidden deep in the bowels of De-
. trolt, {t exists. Yes, there IS a tape with none other
- than the boy toy herself Madonna and the heavy
metal poobah Ozzy Osbourne singing the same
. number.
‘. Only Don Was of Was (Not Was) knows. He pro-
duced the from a palr of
by the two for the group’s second LP “Born Lo
Laugh at Tornados.” Ozzy made the cut, Roches-
ter's Madonna didn't.
“We dldn't release It because we thought it

people termed maggots are wrapped in dellclous
melodies of pop, fazz and funk. Even Debbie Gib-
saon would smile.

Yet lyrical content, in addlitlon to the band's in-
terracial makeup, makes them difficult to tune In
on American commerclal radio.

“Radlo tends to break down bands along racial
barriers,” said Don Was, who is a 1870 graduate
of Qak Park High Schoel, “Black radlo is rigld. So
is the rock 'n’ roll format radlo. Anything that is
not along those lines falls in between. Then you
become a marketing problem.”

Which, perhaps, can explain why Was (Not Was)
ison llm third label with as many albums. Geffen

8!

would be the oral eq her F

photos,” sald Don Was, producer and part-time
bassist and keybeard player for the somewhat
© twlisted, yet talented funk pop outfit.

Geraldo Rivera and Leonard Nimoy will proba-
bly be butting heads In search of the prized plece
of tape for thelr respectlve shows. In the mean-
time, Was (Not Was) has thelr latest tape and LP,
“What Up, Dog?" avallable.

- Zany? off-beat?, you bet. Then again, what do

'« -you expeet from the Detroit duo of Don Was and

=_David Was who have had the likes of Osbourne,
- Mitch Ryder and Mel Torme make guest appear-
- anges on their albums.

FRANK Sinatra, Jr. creons a glitzy-style

band's {lrst American release in five years on

lis. The group tricd to get Sammy “'Peace,
man” Davis, Jr. to do a tune this time out, but no
go.

. Bestdes guest artists, Sweet Pea Atkinson (a
former autoworker) and Sir Harry Bowens (for-
merly of the 0'Jays) do the vocals on "What Up,
. Dog?” Don and Davld Was write the songs. The
end result Is nothing less than pure genlus,

Songs about plt bulls, Las Vegas weddings and
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EVEN
~ lullaby, “Wedding Vows in Las Vegas,” on the.

gned the band, but altempted to
change the group's approach.

According to Don Was, the label wanted to re-
place both black vocalists with a pop metal fel-
low. They also wanted the band to produce more
upbeat lyrles.

The band balked, Instead buylng themselves out
of thelr contract. Phonogram then signed the
band. Chrysalis had the American release for
"What Up, Dog?,” which was originally titled
“Lost In Prehistaric Detrolt.”

DON WAS describes the Geffen experience as
something of a “nightmare.”

“You can take the approach, ‘Thal's just busi-
ness,’ llke in the ‘Godfather",” he said, “They only
g0 after the obvlous things like a Whitesnake.

“I thought it was offensive,” he added later
about the label asking to replace Bowens and At-
kinson. "I'm not saying they are racist. They're
Just reflecting the attitude of the record industry
+ + « » The annoying thing is that they don't stand
behind the artlst. Instead they kowtow Lo radio
stations.”

Was (Not Was) dldn't form for Lhe sole purpose
of playlng on the radlo. Making good musie with
contemparary themes has been first and fore-
most.

The partnership between Don and David Was
goes back to high schoal. The pair landed In the
principal’s effice for the crime of partlclpating in
unsupervised gymnastles before class, A musical
Irlendshlp was struck.

David Was (whose real name is David Wiess)
Iollowed Don Was (a k a Donald Ferguson) out to
Californla, They continued to collaborate musi-
cally, paving the way for the single “Wheel Me
Out” on Ze Records.

The duo ts probably one of the most unusual and
highly sought-after in the musie business. Their
Detrolt background might be the reason.

“I think that Detroit belng removed from the
fashlon centers of New York and L.A. Is a positive
thing," he said. ““A lot of new things are coming
from Detroit because they are not tossing fashlon
back at you."”

The in-thing for British bands is to come to De-
troit and get the Was (Not Was) treatment from
Don Was, who is also a highly-acclaimed pro-
ducer. He has worked with the llkes of Carly
Simon, the B-525 and Bonnie Riatt. The group wiil
also lake part In an upcoming musical tribute to
Walt Disaey.

But, certalnly, that would all pale in compari-
son to anather collaboration with Met Torme. The
slnger performed “Zaz Turned Blue” on “Born to
Laugh at Torpados.”

“We met him down at the hotel in Mlami
Beach,” Don Was said. “He wanted to know more
about this Zaz character. He did it in one take. He
put so much emotion into It, Afterwards, David
and 1 were walking down the beach with a blg
blaster playlng the number over and over, saying
‘God, I can't believe we got this guy to sing this
song.' It was the highlight of my llic.”

Was (Not Was) will perform Friday, Sept.
30, at Seint Andrew’s Hall in Detroit. For
more information, call 961-MELT.
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IN CONCERT

@ RHYTHM CORPS

Rhythm Corps will perform at 10
p.m. loday in the Nectarine Ball-
room, 510 E, Liberty, Ann Arbor. Ad-
vance tickets are $10.50, For more
informatlon, cal! 99-MUSIC.

® PASSION NOUVEAU

Passlon Nouveau will perform to-
night at the Blind Pig, 208 S. First
St., Ann Arbor. For more Informa-
tion, call 996-8555,

® SCRUFFY THE CAT

Seruffy the Cat. a band from Bos-
ton, will perform Tuesday, Sept. 27,
at the Bllnd Pig, 208 S. First St., Ann
Arbor. For more informatlon, call
996-8555.

® WAS (NOT WAS)

Was (Not Was) will perform Fri-
ddy, Sept. 30, at Saint Andrew’s Hall,
Congress, Detroit. For more infor-
mation, call 861-MELT.

® JOHNNY ALLEN

Johnny Allen will perform with
special guests, New Logic, on Fri-
day, Sepl. 30, at the Hamtramck
Pub, 2048 Caniff, off 1.75. For more
Information, call 365-5760.

® SHOUTING CLUB

The Shouting Club will perform
with spectal guests, Hippodrome, on
Saturday, Oct. 1, al Rerun's, 13027
W. Warren, cast of Schaefer, Dear~
born. For mere information. call
582-8826.

® WALK THE DOGMA

Walk the Dogina will appear Sat-
urday, Oct. 1, at Alvin's, 5756 Cass,
Detroit. For more information, call
B32-2358.

COUNTRY

Here are the top 10 songs receive
tng airplay on WWWW.FM, a coun-
try station in Detroit,

1. "I'm Gorna Love Her on the Ra-
dio,” Charley Pride,

2, “The Gift,” The McCarters.

3. “A Little Bit in Love,” Patty Love-

4.“Glve a Littie Love,” The Judds.

S, *I'm Down to My Last Cigarette,”
K.D. Lang.

6. “Streets of Bakersfield,” Dwight
Yoakam & Buck Owens.

7.1 Couldn't Leave You If | Tried,”
Rodoey Crowell.

8. “Honky Tonk Moon,”
Travis.

9. “I Have You,” Glen Campbell.

10. "Joe Knows How to Live," Eddy
Raven.

COLLEGE

Here are the top 10 albums receiv-
ing on WHFR-FM. the campus sta-
tion of Henry Ford Community Cel-
lege.

Randy

1. “Tlghlm_L{- " B.A.D.

2. “Short. Sharp, Shocked,” Michelle
Shocked.

3, “Creation,” House of Love.

4. “People,” Hothouse Flawers.

5. “Fate.” Hunters & Collectors.

6. “Lovely.” Primitives.

7.“Go Bang.” Shrickback.

8. “The Indescribable Wow," Sam
Phlllips.

9. “What Is There (o Smile About,”
Close Lobsters.

10. “Information Sociely,” Informa-
tion Society.

Wire will perform along with
The Church and Tom Ver-
laine Sunday, Oct. 9, at the
Michigan Theater in Ann Ar-
bor,

® B.B.KING

BB. King will perform at 7:30
p.m. Friday, Oct. 7, at the Michigan
Theater, 603 E. Liberty, Ann Arbor.
Tickets are $16.50 and $12.50. For
more information, call 98-MUSIC.

® CHURCH, WIRE AND
VERLAINE

Church, Wire and Tom Verlaine
will all perform on Monday. Oct. 10,
at Michigan Theater in Ann Arbor.
For more information, call 961-

MELT.

® TAXIGANG TOUR

The Taxi Gang Tour, featuring
reggae bands Sly and Robbie, Fred-
die McGregor and Maxie Priest, wil]
take place Thursday, Qct. 13, at
Saipt Andrew's Hall, Congress, De-
troit. For mare information,: call
961-MELT.

K.D. Lang's “I'm Down to My
Lasl Cigaretie” is No. 5 on
the WWWW.FM country
chart.

CLASSICAL

Here are the top 10 most request-
ed classical selection on Paul Rus-
sell's show on WQRS-FM.

1.”Canon in D,” Jokann Pachelbet.
2. “Meditation from Thais," Jules
Massenet.

3. “Symphony No. 5" Beetboven.
4. “E-Flat Trumpet Concerto,”
scph Hayden,

5. “E-Minor Vielin Concerto,” Felix
Mendelssohn,

6. 'S\umphom No. 25" Wolfgang

Jo-

M

7. "Ride of the Valkyries." Richard
Wagoer.

8. "The Four Scasons,” Antonio Vi
valdl,

9. “ViolinCello Concerto,” Johanaes
Brabms,

10. “La Marseillaise,” Hector Ber-
lioz.

Chimes of
Freedom (EP)

. — Bruce
Springsteen

EVERY DOG
HAS HIS DAY

— Let's Active

“Records are equal parts triumph

FULAY DOG HAS HLE DAY

It's “Tunnel of Love" revisited

True,” as well as a cover of Dylan's
“Chimes of Freedom" and the acous-
"

‘This, however, is but a taste of the
musical glories that made up the
New Jersey rocker's flrst post-su-

perstardom concert tour. Better

stull, onc hopes, is stitl walting to be”
released. pes e

Those unlucky enough to have
missed the shows (or bootlegged the
Boss' worldwide radlo broadcast In
July) lost out on such highllghu as
the blazing, horn-boosted “Tunnel of
Love,” the melodic pianc solo that
led into a flery “Spare Parts,” the
flerce workout on Dclrvll bluesman

John Lee Hooker’s “Boom Boom" or
Ig: dmceull-youdmp “Light of
y.”

With most arlists a lUitle Is
enough. With Springsteen, however,
too much isn't enough. After four
hours, or four songs, you stlit want
more,

— Wayne Peal

and heartbreak and hopefully, the
triumph wins out. In some ways,
you're always trying to reach a
wider audience, but In another
you're just trying to reach yourself
all over again and make sure you
should still be doing this.”

Thus spoke Mitch Easter, singer,
guitarist, producer, maln songwriter
and all-round good guy, from Let's
Active.

Actually, there are a lot of things
about Milch Easter I like, For exam-
ple, I lke his production credits
(REM, Berkley's favorite son Mar-
shall Crenshaw, Game Theory and
Velvet Elvis are a few notables),
And even Let's Active's format
seems as though it would appeal to
me.

But there is something about thls
LP and Let's Active that I {ind oft-
putting. Maybe it is that I have a
hard time warming to Easter's
nasally volce.

Don't get me wrong, though, lis-
tening to Let's Active is Infinitely
preferable (o listening to heavy met-
al, or for that matter, any Detrolt
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music radio station. But within the
different relatlve comparisons of the
type of musle I lke, this LP would
not be one of my flrst cholces.

Let's Actlve's pretty basie instru-
mental lineup of guitar, bass, drums,
keyboards and vocals deliver a tight,

punch pop sound. This LP, on LR.S.,
was recorded in Wales and mixed n
Abbey Road Studlo. It is produced by
John Leckie, who previously worked
on Pink Floyd's "Dark Side of the
Moon" and thereby frees Easter to
{focus on being a member of the band
as opposed to producing as he nor-
mally does.

mw also wruu all bul three ol

songa bere
i keybondm Anm cm-
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sung by Car! t n
his album with it's

FOLKS SONGS
FROM THE
TWILIGHT ZONE

—various artists

Tremor Records has rounded up a
few of funky Detroit's best — ur at
least better known — bands for this
compllation atbum, the {lfth in eight
years from Tremor Records, the
;Ia:;l Oak-based studlo and record
abel,

‘There are 13 songs here, album or
casselte, from 13 bands — that's If
you feel gencrous cnough to count
that Vile character,

The lineup includes some (amlllar
names from the bar circuit: Junk
Monkeys, Shouting Club, 3-D Invisi-
bles, Vertical Pillows and Orange
Roughies.

Gary Reichel of Cinecyde picked
the bands and produced most of the
tracks, though onic was cut live at a
{amous Hamtramck bar.

The packaglng is alick, lots of ac-
colades and background on the

In fact, 1 would be so

bold as to say it Is worth the price of
dmission itself.

~ Cormac Wright

of them and lists
of pcr:onneL
Detroit Is dubbed “the twilight

city,” thus the title, and we are
asked, metaphorically, if it i3 dawn

or dusk for thls town,

There is life among the bands, of
course, and there are some gems
here, notably Bootsey N and the Lo-
vemasters' “Pusherman of Love.”
It's outrageous, and fcatures a herd
of noisy, burzing guitars. In certain,
um, situations, Boots baby croons,
"ain't no need to call the doctor, Call
the pusherman instead.”

A band called Sleep ofiers a tune
of modern angst, aptly titled,
“Can't" with nice vocals from Diana
May. The Volebeats play a twisted
Jug band ditty called “Chain Gang,”
the Junk Monkeys pound out a nice
number and the Vertical Pillows
sing a monotonous one.

But it’s good to bear (he Jocal stoff
on waz, “Folk Songs” Is proof that
local talent deserves radio airplay.
banyonel.btenl out there?

Buy llbum. turn It up real

loud, dance arounti and say nice
things about Detrolt.

— Brian Lysaght
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