Isaacs’ ordinary
characters make
‘dream’ a reality

" By Sus Mason
-1 staff writer

A quick look at Susan Isaacs and
*-you see nothing extraordinary,
- Ensconced In a booth at the

Caucus Club in Detrolt recently, she
- looked like a typlcal suburban home-
‘maker — two kids, three dogs and a

«~husband who commutes to work —
<who was spending an afternoon in
- the elty,

-+ Appearances aside, Isaacs Is any-

thing but typical. At the age of 44,
- she is jetting to Los Angeles for a

meeling, touring Australla and Eng.

land and rubbing elbows with the
llkes of Shelley Long and Judith

Ivey.

Isaacs has made a name for her-
self as an author In a business where
many are called, but few are chosen

. for the best seller list. Since 1978,
she has written three best selling
. novels and two screenplays. Her
most recent effort, “Shining
. Through,” recently hit the shelves of
ocal book stores.

She's the Long Island, N.Y.,
“housewlfe” who has “made It" and
who says of her success: “Feellng fa-
mous feels suspiciously like not feel-
. Ing famous.”

It hias been a corhb! of tatent

pregnant with their first child An.
drew,

Torn between belng a writer and
staying home to raise her family,
Isaacs struck a compromise, She
stayed home and did occasional free-
lance work and apeech writing,

“It's not easy to do,” she said of
the work, “You have to be assertive
and self-propelled to call people and
tell them why they desperately need
you, I never earned more than
$3,000-84,000 a year and yet some-
how 1 wanted to be called a writer,
but with a byphen . . ., a writer hy.
phen housewlfe,”

Her first novel was "“Compromis-
ing Posltions,” the story of a Long
Island housewife, locked In a dull

" marralge and bored ailly, who blos-

soms into a female Sam Spade when
alocal peridontists s murdered.

It tock & year to write — “The
only time I could write was between
# and 12 when my daughter went off
to nursery school. I'd have to set an
alarm clock to bring myself back to
reality when It was time to met her
bus,” It mirrors a theme that Is evi-
dent in much of her work — the ordl-
oary woman dolng extraordinary

gs.
Isaacs' Juck was her husband’s col-

. and luck that has brought Isancs
fame and fortune. (The movie rights
for “Shining Through” have already
been bought by Columbia Pictures
for actress Deborah Winger.)

Her writing career started at
“Seventeen” magazine in the '60s.
The pay was dismal, but she got “lo
do interviews and not be a secre-
tary.” A constant turnover in em-
ployces meant a slow, but steady
four-year climb to the position of

. senior edltor of teen features, not

. quite a meteoric elimb to the top of

- the publlshing heap, but a fun climb

 nonetheless,

CS MARRIED trial attorney

- ISAA
Elkan Abramowitz in 1968. Her de- .

, parture {rom “Seventeen” came In
1970, when she was elght months'

lege An editor at Slmon
and Schuster, he read the manu-
script then gave it to an agent to

read.

“On one hand I was afrald and on
the other hand the minute after I
gave him the manuscript I was wait-
Ing for him to call,” Iszacs sald. I
walvered between it being absolute
drivel and absolute brilliance, but
deep down in my gut I had a pretty
good sense that it was a good book.

“YOU HAVE to have a extraordis
nary bellef in yourself, especially it
you're at all honest about your craft

ANl Susan
Isaacs wanted
to be was a
“housewife hy-
phen writer.”"
She's more
than accom-
plished that
with a string of
best-selling
novels.
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agent. . .

“The whole trick is getting an
agent,” she sald. “If you're not lucky
ltke 1 was, you have to do a lot of
research.” -

Since that fateful day, she has
written “Close Relations” about a
political speech writer who s sud.
denly thrown into the race for gover-
nor after the Incumbent chokes to
death on a lver knish and “Alimost
Paradlse,” the story of a boy from
old money New York family and a
girl from a working class Cincinnati
who meet in a unlversity theater
group and fall in love.

She made her debut as a
screenwtlter with “Compromising
Positions” and followed that up with
the script for “Hello Again.”

Her latest cffort, “Shining
Through,” i3 a change of pace. It still
promotes ordinary people doing ex-
y things, but is a peried

and not just | d in the big
bucks.”

Looking back on her entrance into
the realm of novels, Issacs admits
that short of getting published, the
hardest thing to do was getting an
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lece,
Set during the years of World War
11, her heroine Is an unlikely bllin-

gual legal sccretary from Queens,
who's concerned with world politles
and in love with her boss.

Fame and fortune has change
Isaacs llfe somewhat — “on the out-
er parts,” she says, She Is fussed
rver a;m !il?:s lllhgreat fun and gllll-

ery, but like the ordinary people
that inhabit her novels, the epsc:nce
of her life Is still her husband, chil-
dren, extended famlily and friends,

WITH “Shining Through” in print
and its promotional tour well under-
way, Isaacs doesn’t have time to rest
on her laurets. She has a screenplay
two-thirds done and has two miore
novels to write. She already decided
her next novel will be a mystery,

“1 write storles that T want some-
one to tell me,” she sald. “It's a chal-
lenge, a challenge to succeed and el-
ther you have it or you don't and you
don’t know unti} you do It.

“The ultimate question is what is a
story. It's a structured daydream
and daydreamlng Is a common
human need.” .
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‘Shining Through'’:
No ordinary delight

By Sus Mason
staif writer

It sounds preposterous — a legal
sccretary ming an unsung hero
durlng World War II and flnding true
love in the process.

Maybe not, considering history
books forget to mention the contrl-
butlon women made to the war ef-
fort. Oh sure, we know about Rosy
the Riviter and the doughnut ladies
at the canteens, but when it comes to
the “shoot 'em up bang bang" stuff,
the names bandled about are mascu-
line.

Susan Isaacs’ latest novel s as she
says a story of an ordinary woman
doing extraordinary things,

Linda Voss, a part Jewish bilin-
gual secretary and, as she deseribes
herself, “an old maid,” is working
hersel! ragged for a Wall Street law-
yer who's interested In her only after
his wife teaves him and for only one
reason - sex.

She, on the other hand, is madly in
love with him. It's a case of one
thing leading to another that makes
these two strange bedfellows. . . for
awhlle.

LINDA IS caught up in the war.
While her fellow secretarles eat
thelr lunches in the law firm's con-
ference room and talk about nonsen-
sical things, she's more concerned
with what's happenlng in Europe.
She devours newspaper reports of
the flghting and hankers to find
someone as concerned as she is
about the impending war.,

She {inds that person net in her
boss, turned lover, turned husband
John Berringer, but In Edward
Leland, a dark and sometimes
frightenlng law partner who borrows
her German language skills to send
cryptle messages abroad.

The threesome eventually leave

Wall Street for Washington to work
for the 0SS, There, faced with an un-
falthful husband, she decldes it's
time to make her contribution to the
war effort by belng a spy in Beriin,
despite the protests of Edward
Leland.

For 1% years she conceals her
Identity and sends valuable [nforma-
tion back to the Allies, but in the end
she faces the same problems most
sples face — getling caught. But Lin-
da’s spunky and rises above her
problems — and there’s plenty for
her to face ~ to get out of Berlin.

Isaacs Is a masterful writer. She
uses words like an artist uses oils to
create a picture that scems very
real, There's none of the dull and
long, drawn-out commentaries in
this book. It moves at a steady pace
and throughout, the conversations
are down to earth and real.

You can easlly plcture a group of
secretaries meeting at lunch to ban.
dy about the latest office gossip and
the nose-In-the-air snobbishness of
New York's high society.

THERE ARE times you want to
tell Linda to dump darling John, but
you know iU's not necessary. She's in
control. And so is Issacs.

It scems almost needless to say
that this is a good book. Then again,
Isaacs wouldn't be dolng a cross
country promotional tour, if It
wasn't. She's made 2 name for her-
self as an author and “Shinlng
Through” is a good example of why.

I there's cne regret about this
book, it's that it had to end. Isaacs
leaves you hankering for more.
There's a wish to see the look on
John's face when he sees her true
love and to see how she's fares with
the man of her dreams.

On second thought, no. It's best to
feave all that to the reader’s lmagi-
nation,
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Every time you go to Windsor, there's something new 10 discover.

There's a great restaurant and rish Pub on Wyandoue East, 3 blocks from the tunnel. s Dan
Flannagan's and it specializes in steak and seafood. Flannagan’s offers Irish beer, darts and live
entertalnment weekends,

Or how about an Indian restaurant? That would be the Royal Bengal Indian Curry House, on
Wyandotte, downtown. Enjoy authentic Indian dishes, scasoned with natural herbs,

If you want to discover interesting places to shop, there are 175 of them at Devonshire Mall,
10 minutes from downtown at Howard und E.C. Row
Expressway. Shop where Canadians shop and save.

And when you just can't pull yourself away from
Windsor, stay over at the Inn General, formerly
Red Oak Inn, downtown on Quellette. A fricndly, family-
owned hotel and restaurant, the Inn Generalis agreat *
place for your next weekend escape. It's so casy to get to,
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