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Creative dancing
Her movements project images of life

By Loralne McCllsh
staff wrller

When Barbara  Sclinger
rehearses this fall, she dances wlth
an outsized mannequln, The better-
than-life-sized soft sculpture is one
more art form she Integrates into
her own works of modern dance.

But that's what Dance Collect!

‘The movement doesn’t imitate life.
But it gives you an idea of it through
the imagery. Modern dance can also
make a statement, a social comment.’

— Barbara Selinger

is all about ~ an outlet for her ex-
tensive repertoire of origlnal
works. She calls it “letting the cre-
ative part out of me."

She may dance against a film of
an ocean or slide projections, In
one work, a movle of herself is
shown on stage while she Is danc-
Ing 50 it appears as though she is
danclng with herself. Danclng in a
museum Is her favorite because of
her own feelings that somehow
those paintings are coming alive,

“Modern dance means changing
with the times,” the Farmington
Hills resident sald. “The dance can
portray all the things' that are
golng on now by creating images,
It's somewhat like looking at an ab-
stract paintlng. The viewer can
take those images and make them
thought-provaking.

"“The movement docsn't imitate
life. But it glves you an Idea of It
through the Imagery. Modern
dance can also make a statement, a
social comment.”

Her works run from whimsical
to polltical, set to the classkcs, jazz,
country orgriglnal musle.

DANCE COLLECTIVE was
formed by four Wayne State Uni.
versity dance students finishing up
work on their master's degrees at
about the same time. Selinger was
flrst introduced to Detrolt audienc.
In 1976, through Wayne State's
dance company. The collectlve was
formed in 1980 and has been at
home on Oakland Community Col-
lege’s Royal Oak Campus since its
inceptlon.

“It took elght years before we
had our first review by a mafor
newspaper,” she said.

In short, the review was fllled
with hurrahs for the hometown
troupe.

In the interim, Dance Collective
had made its mark over the rest of
the state,

Selinger estimates Lhe collective
kas performed yearly for 30,000
children, teens and adults under
ausplces of Michigan Dance Asso-
clation, Young Audlences of Michi-
gan and the company’s statewide
outreach called Danceabout Series.

Grants for her solo pieces as well

as the company's have come from

the Arts Foundation of Michigan

ind the Michigan Council for the
ris,

“We do about 20-35 concerts a
year now. One yecar we did 62,
when we did a residency in the Up-
per Peninsula, but that was a
killer,” she sald. “But we were so
well recelved. They'd never scen
anything like us before, so it was a
wonderful experlence — for every-
body invelved.”

.

SELINGER GREW up in Mild-
ford, Mass. As many other 3-year-
olds, she took her flrst dance les-
sons of tap, jazz and ballet at the
neighborhood dance school. She
continued dancing through college.

“Everyone laughs, or thinks I'm
kidding, when I tell them I got my
degree in chemistry,” she said.

‘There was almost a 10-year gap
between that time and the time she
entered Wayne State for her mas-
ter's study. Meanwhile, she taught
sclence and math in a Plymouth
Junior high school and did substi-

people

tute teachlng for Farmington Pub-
tle Schools.

The teacher within ber Is still
there. She won the Natlonal Dance
Association Palaudit Award for
dedicated and Inspiring teachlng
while she was at Wayne, In 1987,
she was named “Dance Teacher of
the Year” hy the Mlchigan Dance
Associatlon.

She conducts teaching restden-
cles In colleges and universitics, is
a consultant for Michigan Dance
Assoclatton and teaches batlet and
modern dance at Oakland Commu-
nity College.

She moved here in 1970 when her
husband took a job with General
Motors.

“I'm very comfortable In the
Midwest,” she said, “There Is a
closeness among people who are In
the arts. The dance community Is a
very open community, It's small.
Everyone knows everyone else
within it.”

Dance Collective's next perform-
ance s set for Nov, 12, when Berk-
ley High School opens its new audl-
torlum. Following that, Dance Col-
lective will be in concert Dec. 3-4
when OCC's Royal Oak Campus
hosts its annual Winter Arts Festi-
val.

Barbara Selinger, a founder of Dance Collective, creates imag-
es in her work called “Rainspell.”

Opinions are split on mineral rights leases
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“We're not anticlpating any action to be taken at all,

Farmington Hills resident Crane belleves many of the
resldents’ concerns about the environment, declining

Jt's a question of what the counci! wants to do ultimate-
iy, Blasell sald, adding it's possible the council wliil
schedule further discusslon for a laler meeting.

Some leglslators belleve it's unllkely any new legisla-
tion on ofl and gas exploration or drilling wlll be intro-
duced with the legislative session end in sight,

“I have not been contacted about the resolutlon, but I
don't intend on starting any new leglslation because
there are only a handful of days left in session before
Dec. 31,” sald state Sen. Robert Geake, R-Northville,

NORTHVILLE TRUSTEES also recelved a response
from the state supervisor of wells, which said that resi.
dents may contest the lasuance of any permits for drill-
ing, sald Northville Township deputy clerk Eunlce Swit-

cr.

property values and physical hazards are unfounded.

Before signing her five-year lease with Energy Quest,
Crane consulted her attorney, “He sald the contract was
fine, everything was fIne.” Crane belleves Energy Quest
representatives have been honest with her and fully an-
swered her questions.

Crane sald she also consulted a colleague who owns
property In the Pigeon Rlver area, where companies
are drilllng. Not only has the colleague found the drill-
ing to be personally profitable, but she has not encoun-
tered any problems. Property values have increased,
Crane said,

“There Is a benefit to the people involved. It has not
ruined anyone, They are not golng in to and de-
stroy in a nelghborhood,” Crane sald. “The lease is a

Section 36 wants identity

Continued from Page 1

HIlls Beautification Commission,
The Farmington-Farmington Hills
Chamber of Commerce will act as
P for the
Builders Alliance grant. Grants can
range $5,000-§200,000. Grant recipl.
ents will be announced in January.

“THESE GRANTS are deslgned to
provide support for self-help activi-
ties of existing neighborhood or com-
munity-based organizations that
have demonstrated Initiative and
success n improving thelr communi-
ty and the llves of its residents,” ac-
cording to the grant program state-

ment,

But first things first, A name. Res-
idents will pick a new name for their
area, comprised of about 20 or more
small unplatted neighborhoods that
have long been without names of
their own.

“We really have not had any Iden-
tiflcation. But we have too many
subdivisions in here to be naming
them all,” Kurzeja zaid.

To fix that, residents will be given

a cholce of about 30 suggested
names from which to choose. They
will cast thelr votes during the Nov.
8 general election. A ballot and bal-
lot box will be available at precincts
where Section 36 residents cast their
votes. Resldents are asked to check
only one name on the list, Kurzeja
said.

Farmington Hills Mayor Jody
Soronen developed the Idea of glving
Section 36 its own identity, especiale
ly with the use of entrance signs. The
problem was how to pay for It

“We're putting together the cost of
what we want to do,” Soronen said,
adding she Lsn't yet sure how much
money will be requested. “We bave
some pretty tough competition, But
nothing ventured, ete, . ."

Work is also needed on the sec-
tion's Waldron Park. Efforts will be
made to ellminate the parking,
which is shared with the basketbal
court. “'At present, parking seems to
be the problem,” Soronen sald. “It
scems to be a collection place (for
teens and young adults) after dark.”

SAID the association

park as a neighborhood park.

But there’s uncertainty whether
the Nelghborhood Alllance Grant
would pay for any work on the city-
owned park. “I think whatever prob-
lems with the park, the city has to
take care of,” councilman Aldo Vag-
nozzi sald, adding he doesn't belleve
the grant would pay for such ime
provements.

A report is expected from city ad-
ministrators documenting the num-
ber of people who use the park and
what steps can be taken to resolve
residents’ concerns with the park.

‘The proposed project got off the
ground with an associatlon meeting
In mid-September with the beautifi-
catlon commission and Soronen. A
task force Is expected to be formed
comprised of neighborhood resi-
dents, business leaders in the arca
and the beautlfication commission,
Soronen sald,

Each application will be evaluated
on how the project will Improve the
nelghborhood's quality of Life, the
abllity of the association to complete
the l?or:tllml and the amount of neigh-

T

SORONEN
also would like signs the

in the profect.

Specialist will discuss
how young children learn

standard lease. It is not golng te allow oil derricks In
anyone's yard.”

But Andrikides sald resldents also are concerned
about homeowner Hability. “If there s pollution to the
ground, sometimes the homeowner can be held liable in
the cleanup.”

Subdlvislons targeted
panies in F: H

by gas and oll acquisition com-
ills include s
and Woeds, Farmington Square and Green Hill Woods.

ENERGY QUEST is sceking leases in Meadowbrook
Hills and Woods, north of Eight Mile, between Halsted
and 1-275. The Marine City-based M.J. O'Connor & Asso-

INVIT

ciates, Inc. is seeking leases in Farmington Square anc
other subdivisions In the Nine Mile-Halsted area.

The Marysville-based Elexco Co. is secklng jeases in
Northville's Grand View Acres subdivision on Seven
Mile, west of 1-275. Thirty of the approximately 106
houscholds have signed leases, But at least 13 of the
homeowners are trying to have their leases rescinded,
Andrikides said.

Livonia Hills subdivision on Eight Mile also is target-
ed for lease acquisition, Andrik|des said.

Staff writer Bruce M. Weintraub contributed to
this report.

A TI ON

See beautiful jumpsults, two piece loung

Loungewear
Informally Modeled
11 a.m. to § p.m.

are perfect for entertaining or leisure. Shown here: a vclour jumpsuit in
hot pink or bright green cottot/polyester, from Robes of California. X5-5-M-L, $50.

's, casy hostess robes, and caftans...all
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