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Love of animals may mean killing some off -

DEBORAH THURMAN loves ani-
mals. On some days she may kil
scores of cats and dogs, kittens and
pupples. If you ficd that hard to im-
aglne, you may be part of the reason

that she and others like ber are dolng
the killing.

1'h\|rman {s the shelter manager
for the Antl-Cruelty Assoclation In
Detroit. It's on Joseph Campau, not
too far from Buddy’s Pizza where
Thwman and Aggie Monfelte gave
me a quick education {n the world of
cats and dogs while we munched on
a vegetarian pizza,

Monfette Is an jnvestment coun-
selor in Bloomfield Hills and is also
secretary !nr the Blrmiogham

mber of Ce
She, Is also a tucker for animals, a

volunteer at .the sheller and per-
luulve enough {o talk me into a

tering summer ride Into Delmll
ln a car without working alr
tioning.

The Junch was flne and the shelter
visit was informatfve, but that's not
{0 zay the day was totally enjoyable.
Hard truths aren't as ezsy to digest
s a cheese and mushroom plzza.

THE STORY of stray,

obvious: Pets are not spayed o
?:ull:n-d and pouplc believe that All
e

neglected or abused anirnals is not
pleasant. Some of the stories are ob-
viously desplcabdle: It Is not unheard
of for people to buy pupples, chain
them In the backyard and then for-
get them; as the scrawny dog grows,
the collar chokes it,

Some of the nightmare is not s0

pet
solved by dropplng mts and llucm
off at an aolmal shelte:

last point Is one of the most
troubling, controversial and emo-
tional. The Antl-Cruelty Assoclation
is not one of those shelters that vows
never to destroy animals. Such a pol-
ley Is misleading, harmful to ani-

mals and says Thurman.
Yes, she says, some nhelu;r: won't
destroy, But, she says, they must
then elther serjously ovmd
thelr facilities, keep animals eru
caged for lung perlod.q of t.ime vr
eveatually refuse to take animals,
“And then they come to us,” says
Thurman.

Although there are some people
who are plain and simple mnen to
antmals, the major problem, accord-
Ing to Thurman and Monfette, is that
there are too many

THE NUMBERS: Theoretically, a
siogle female dog can be the start of
4,372 dogs over seven generations.
‘That's nothing. Two uncontrolled
breeding cats plus all thelr kiltens'

kittens could add up to 80 million
cats {n 10 years if none are ever
neutered or spayed.

These are theoretical numbers,
but they polnt {o the explosive poten-
tlal of the animal population. With
these numbers in mind, you can see
that the 40 or 50 ankmals at the Anti-
Cruelty shelter must rotate quickly,
That rotation cen happen in two
ways: a home is found, which hap-
peas rarely, or the animals can
killed, which happeas a lot.

kifling do not tern cold, mechanical
or unfeellng. They are gentle and
caring and many bave written touch.
Ing and sad articles about the ordeal.

But thelr emotions sre shelved

when it's the animal's turn to die.
The dog or cat is gently beld and
stroked. In many cases it is treated
better than any other time in its life,
And then it dies peacefully,

“The last thing the dog or cat
knows i3 that it is loved,” says Thur-

man.

Does this mass death bother yon?
‘Then get your dogs and cats spayed
or peutered. And tell your neighbors
1o do the same thing. The problem
Isn't what the shelters do with an!-
mals; it's what people do, and don't
do, with thelr pe

A lo-mile wu!kavwn Sunday
starting at the Belle Isle Nature

enter will raise money for the

Anti-Cruelty Association, Call
891-7188 for more information.

See the beauty in midst

THE YOUNG man crossiog Grand
River Avenue on his unicycle was a
refreshing aight, especially duriog
the mad, mad morning rush hour,

He didn't seem to mind the noise
and traffic. He continued his ride,
arms outstretched for balance. He
was smiling.

While most people were out jog-
ging, running or walking, this young
man was doing something a litle
dlfferent and letting all of us In on
the fun. Whoever heard of golng for
a dally unicyele ride?

Maybe he's starting hls own trend.

But what remains imprinted on
my mind Is not the joy of the
moment, but the man's precarious
balancing act as he walted In the

middle of the Intersection for a rude

and impatient driver to turn In front
of him.

THE DRIVER cbviously paid no

. attention. Her goal was to get there
as quickly as possible whatever the

price, desplte that the cyclist bad the
right of way.

Have we become more impatient?
1 think s0, and our unleyclist’s expe-
rience 18 just one example, It seems
that as traffic ‘congestion Increases,
our tempers flare at the same rate.

‘This “sitting and walting" bustness
conflicts with what we've come to
expect — and what's expected of us.

of a mess

late, then get angry when we're

trapped in a traffic snarl? Even
when we leave late, wc stupidly
don't expect to arrive

1 baven't dedded whel.her we're
giving ourselves too little time to get
to our destinations, or whether our
exmmlon: are mepIy 100 high.

Have we gotten more
Impatient? I think so

« . It seems that as
tratfic congestion
increases, our tempers
fiare at the same rate.

We must move along or get left be-

Mter growing up In this area, I
moved to a rural one for several
years before returning here Lo the
1870s, Moving back hit me lke a
brick,

Even back then, the pace was
stepped up, the traffle congestion
bad, and the drivers rude. It hasn't
Jet up,

Just where is it we're going, and
what's the burry to get there?

HOW MANY times do we leave

attitude

tralflc rudeness — people fust seem
to want everything yi y. And
we're all gullty of it.

Somehow, we get caught up In the
“'too much to do, and too little time"
syndrome, get to feellng sorry for
ourselves and take jt out on the next
guy. It doesn't matter If that person
is driving naxt fo us on the road or in
line In front of us at the store.

Somehow, that impatience bubbles |

over and becomes contaglous.

BUT THE medicine for that s
within reach for all of us, What's lm-
portant is not what we accompllish in
:hur lives, but the path we take along

¢ way.

1t's not the big house, the w! Job
or “having everythlng.” It's the peo-
ple with which we share these things,
and bow we Interact with them.

1t's taking time to see the beauty
in the mldst of a mess, like a lone
unicyclist riding through a morning
traffic jam.

Big enemy: the toughest challenge

LIVONIA'S RATHY Nettle
dropped us a note the other day and
shared & few of her feelings about a
subject that has Nterally thrown our
soclety into a frenzy.

In her own words: “It scems to me
the smokers are always deferred to,
Docs a amoker ever go to a no-smok-
ing arca even §f he's the only
smoker?”

Kathy set the scene by recalling
one that all of us have experienced
over and over again, Four people go
into a restaurant. The hostess asks
“smoking or no smoking." The throe
none-smokers give way té the lone
smoker,

Sounds famlliar, that’s for sure.,

She concludes: “I wish I could be
less wishy-washy and more assertive
about my environment and my wish.
es. Guess [ need assertiveness thera.
v

Now walt. Before we continue, 1
Just want to set the record straight.
‘This isn't going to be one of those
messlanic lectures, berating
smokers for their ways.

JUST THE opposite, as a matter
of fact. R

‘The problem goes far beyond that.

You see, most of us are in the
same boat as Kathy, smokera and

Steve
Barnaby

6on-m_xokm, alike. We just don't
seem to have the Intestinal fortitude
to face the opposition.

The oppouluun, by the way, isa't
the smoker. If anything, the smoker
is the ultimate victim.

For all the nolse that's made about
the dangers of passive smoke, you've
got to know that someone who Is
smoking $0-50-plus cigarcttes a day
Is really the person at risk of devel.
opl.ng nI.I sorts of diseases — heart,
lung and otherwise.

The real opposition Is the mark-
eteers of the multibillion-dollar fn-

ing is more than OK -~ it's the thing
todo.

It's just another example of spe-
clal-{nterest influence, the tail that

wags the dog of our soclety. It is an
industry that is 50 powerful and in-
fluentinl that it recelves subsldles
from the government to uuke it
even more profitable.

SHOKERS, FOR the most part,

really can't belp themselves. Now, if
you've pever smoked, you probably
doa’t believe that. But it's true.
Smoking is an addiction. Smokers
are like alcoholles. Just one cliga-
rette and they are once again hooked
— even If they haven't smoked for
20 years.
Certainly, sodety has made some
strides. Businesses to
sce the lght — that smoklng costs.
them money in health-care pay-
ments and time lost at work.

Restaurants, in particular, are
bendlng to the pressure of a soclety
that is fed up with belng victimized.

Now, I realize that Kathy Nettle
had something else in mind when sbe
dropped us her note,

But my advice, Kathy, is to fight

enemy. Forge an alliance
wlth that smoker at the pext table in
the restaurant. Numbers, la bodies
and bucks, count in polities.

And the fight to make us a smoke-
{ree soclety is one of the biggest of
ali political battles.
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Now Open [n Somerset Mall

Somenet Mall, Troy, MI

Southwick: Definitive Natural Shoulder Clothing

to those who prefer its unique
greater comfort, For over fifty
years, Southwick has catered to conservative businessand pmf&:onal men for
whom these fine quality, expertly tailored suits are a necessity. Our Southwick
suit coliection for fall, $475-585. Spccnl onder service also available.

In Alp s, The
Outback And Some
Other Dangerous Places.

T}mmsmﬂwﬂulm that include complete pcdxamc
happen any time, anyplaoe. care, immunizations, injections,
1t's called :m accident. Al maternity care and hospitaliza-
mtlzrlﬂwsemlsuulamdun tion. M-CARE, the care you
is, before it occurs, you should need most. And, you're covered
kmwzboulM-CARE TheHMO  for emergency care anywhere in
from one of the world's great theword.
medical centers, The University So whether it's a fractured
of Michigan Medical Center. tibia in Milan, Michigan, or a
Because with M-CARE, fractured tibia in Milan, Rtaly,
your personal physician has remember, with M-CARE you're
direct access to the knowledge mrdbymco(me_ﬁ:ml
and resources of The University  health care plans available today.
of Michigan Medical Center. M-CARE. The HMO from one
And!hal'smtuﬂyminuxe Mumwdd‘ggmgtnwﬁqlqm- .
case of an emergency, ters, The University of Mickigan
vmlmhca!lhmmaswdllm Medical Center. Become 2
allmembers of your family. member today. For more infor-
So you and your family mation, call M-CARE at
healthy. T47-8700,
M-CARE. The HMO From One Of
s The World's Great Medical Centers.

AsanM-CARE

youll
haveall

the
. benefits of
ive and immediate
health care available to you with-
mnlnvuumﬂ]undmnfm

over deductibles.
M-CAREmwidsll\em
sary attention (rom your
personal doctor, plus services




