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Handlcapped jom entrepreneur set

By Beth Sundria
staff writer

Having a handicap used {o mean
belng unemployed, but today’s hand.
lcapped peopla aren't willing to wait
around for jobs to come to them.
Many are beginning thelr own busi-
nesses, .

To help them get started, the Han-
dlcupper Small Buslpess Association

ed a conference for today
u:rough Saturday at the Hollday Inn.
Livonla West at Slx Mile and 1-275.

“Handicappers can do many
things and have learned to adapt 10
situations. If glven a chance they
will do extremely well, They are

* used to putting in tho extra effort In
order to succeed,” sald Joy Schmidt,
president of Joy Schmn!dt and Assocl-
ates of Southtield and secretary of
the Handicapper Small Business As-
soclation.

Schmidt sald the conference is a
way to help people understand what
it takes to get involved in business.
‘The conference will kick off “Invest
in Abllities” week, Oct. 1.8, which
has been designated by Gov. James
Blanchard to help bandicapped indi-
vidualy find employment.

Seminar toples will include choos-
ing a business,’ getting started In

franchising, marketing, fI-
pancing and recordkeeplng.

With an assoclation membership
of 250, conference organlzers are
hoping for a turnout o( 200. All
members have handicaps,

THE ASSOCIATION Is a two-
year-old statewlde organizatlon that
has staged two previous conferences,
but none as large as this one. Tobea

member, individuals must be handi.
capped and in business,

Schmidt, who has severe tunnel vi-
slon and is legally blind, has been
running ber own business for five
years. Joy Schmidt and Assoclates is
a financial consulting firm. Schmidt
is also a professional speaker and
will be apeaking at the conference.

Otber speskers Include corporate
executives, representatives from
government agencies and husiness
owners. Workers who provide ser-

Joy Schmldt, owner of her own

of the
Business Auoclatlon, will speak on bunlneu ﬂnanclnlg at the group's confer-

vices to the handicapped will also be
attendln,

Schmidt has suffered vision prob-
lems since birth, She earned a bache.
lor’s degree In accounting from.
Walsh College, a master’s degree In
business administration from the

Unlversity of Detroit and then en-
tered the business world.

Schmidt sald association members
bave a varlety of handicops and a
varjety of levels of education and
training. Some members have
handicapped all thelr lves; others

Accident arbitration:

alternative to lawsuits

8y Janice Brunson
stnff writer

Brian, an 18.year-old who is
repeating for  second time his sen-
jor year of high school, had just
tumed 17 when he suffered closed-
head injuries in an auto accldent
during the summer of 1987,

After four weeks of hospitalization
and months of physical and s;
therapy, Brian now seems physically
fit and s pleasantly animated when
be talks, His LQ. measures in the
‘l’ame high range as before the accl.

ent

t.

But, his parenls say, he la brain
damaged and they fear for his future
~ whether he will be employable or
able to malntain relationships.

Since the accident, his sense o!
judgment seems !m . Once

quiet boy, be was suspended lrom
ichool twice last school year and ar-

Under accident
arbitration, a judge
hears testimony from
both parties and fixes
liablility, based on the
testimony of one party
or the other, ora
combination of the
two.

an was ridlng with his best friend
who turncd left on a red light, The
car was hit brondslde by a drunk
driver,

Both drivers share legal responsi-
bility for Brian's condition, but their
insurance carriers are in dispute
aver the degree of responsibllity,

The carriers maintals Bryan's
problems were present before the
accident, caused by occasional mari-
Juana use and marital discord be-

tween his nts.

Brynna parents say the accident

caused change for the

rested by pollce three times. He Is
unable to remember simple things.
Worse, say his parents, his sclf-es-
teem has plummeted.

“While Brian appears normal, he
iso't. He knows he's dlfferent,” bis
mother sald.

When the accldent occurred, Bry-

worse.

A FINAL settlement is still pend-
ing. An alternative to court proceed.
ings In cases ltke Brian's will soon be
available to Michigan residents, ac-
cordlng to JoAnn Eslereicher of Ar-
bitration Forums in Troy.
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Ann Arbor lures developers

8y Bath Bundrls
staff writer

Witk many areas of metropolitan
Detroit saturated with dcvelopmml.
area developers bavo set their alghta
on neighboring Ann Arbor,

“Ann Arbor 11 a very vibrant, in-
teresting, exclting market,” said
Erie Yale Lutz, chief executive offl-
cer of Erie Yale Lutz and Assocl-
irmingham-based develop-

Lutz's firm 1a one of many that
have projects bullt or planned in Ann
Arbor. It owns office bulldings, an
auto mall and a self-storage lld.Illy
In Ann Arbor. The firm has an o
bullding at 777 E. Eisenhower lnd
plans for an apartment complex and
erence center.
mm firms branching west In-

® Holtzman and Sllverman,
is developlng a
520-unit apartment complex called
Village Green and an u-unlt con-
dotninium project known as the Ar
Ann Arboe Townabip,
® The Jeske Co., Birmingham, is
renovating City Center at 220 E.
H uron Boulsvard, l;:il! w
fost, savensiory Gown-
town Amm Arbor. It is also ballding a .

BN

‘It's (Ann Arbor's) not a
Troy or a Southfield.’
— Eric Yale Lutz

fifth bullding at University Park and
renovating the four existing bulld-

Iogs.
® Westin Development Corp.,
Royal Osk, s

Bank Is also planned, according to
Angela Kimble, director of corpo-
rate commuaications for Kojalan,
The project will bo called Comerica
Plaza and is to be at 125 S. Fifth
Street. Kojalan s also ers in
two Ann Arbor Holiday Ians and two
Hampton Inns.

® Selective Development Co,,
Farmington Hills, is developlog the
Bon'dwnlk Omce Cenu:e, & 110,000~

Plaza, a 95, 0Do~nqnnre-lool retall
center on Ann Arbor-Saline at South
Main Street.

® Anthony S. Brown, Birming.
bam, bhaa two projects planned for
dornwwn Ann Arbor, but would not
elaboral

[ ml-..:chum and Roser. B[rmlng:

plex at Board-
walk und E!.wnhower Parkway In
the Briarwood Mall area.

DEVELOPERS say Ann Arbor
started gaining popularity as a de-
velopment spot about four years ago.
"We've made a large commltment to
Alm Arbor,” Lulz said. His firm's de~

Square, an offlce mmplu, on Eisen-
Iwwet ‘west of State Street.

Lautrec Limited, West Bloom-
lleld. 1s developing Arbor Meadows,
4 mobile bome village on Michigan
Avenue near Ann

© Kojalan Propertles, Birming-
ham, owns 301 E. Liberty Street, an
offlce bullding: One North Maln, an
office-condominium profect; ~and
laza, an offl reh

g:!m 4t Green Road and Plymouth
d. A joint venture with Comerica

will contlnue into the
1990!. besald.
Tobe luccmlul, a developer must
ununa t Ann Arbor 1s and
what its peopln like and disltke, Lutx
sald. “It’s not a Troy or a South-
fleld,” he sald.

Bullding in Ann Arbor Involves us-
inga mu]er scale, a longer du!‘n
period and taking a Jess
mch. ‘Tt's a louer appmch." ha
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Small

became handicapped through illness
or aceldent.

Business owner Suzanne Michael
suffered a stroke, which left her par.
alyzed on one side and unable to
walk. With therapy, she learned to
watk again and has re-entered the

business world as owner of the Per.
sonnel Data Report Corp. of Troy.

HER COMPANY handles execeu-
tive recruitlng, but she sald it has
been difftcult to belp other handicap-
pers through her firm,

DUANE BURLESON/stalt phtotgrapher..

ence to bo held today through Saturday at the Holiday Inn at Six Mile and
1-275, Livonia.

“Most handlcappers are on du.
ability (insnnn ce) or Soclal Security:
They have to have something to
bring In enough money to make it
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The Long
and Short

of It.

LONG-TERM 18-MONTH CD

875

2 8.00%

SHORT-TERM 6-MONTH CD
%
:‘:r..w [ -
Eamn big on a $500 deposit

A Big E CD offers you one of the mast flexible investments on the market.
You'l get high rtes, super caming potential, and FSLIC protection up to $100.000
allinone account, Best of all, you can Lake .\dmnmc of thisidea)

*Interest is

Free Checking

Open a6-month CO ar 18-month CI with $10.000 or'more and get an Interest-Bearing
Checking account FREE of monthly service chargies for as long as you maintain this
halance. Empire of America Federa) Sivings Bank offersa wide range

of family financial management services,

Stop mlnd.!y Or call SMARTLINE® at 1-800-THE-BIG-E (1-800-843-2443),

soven dysaweek from 8am. to9 p.m.

- allf.

Fooetal SM\h Bank  Member FSUC

t of just $500¢

Substantial penaky for carty
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