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YT A Welbel

Warm Oscar pairs
with a funny Felix

Osu{ and 1=‘ellx.'l(whua‘:l widely %.l-
vergent personalities bave made
them legendary pop culture figures,
continue to be absolutely hilarjous in
the Birmingbam Village Players'

t production of Neil Simon's

curren

“The Odd Couple.”

- Oscar Madison D'Agostino)
s the clgar-chomping, lovable alob
who lets the ashes fall where they
may and the debris plle up in his
apartment. Divorced and lonely, Ina
moment of weaknesy Oscar Jets his
. poker pal Fellx move in with him af.
urLFe s wife has just thrown him
oul

Fellx Unger (Kim Fox) is Oscar’s
natural lnnl]lﬂuu. a fuss-budget ob-

hypochondria turn laid-back Oscar
into a supreme grouch and drive him
to open rebellion.

D’Agostino {3 an nnusually
able Oscar, and the effect L! to mhe
the character even more credible
and increase the empathy when he
{inally blows up at Fellr. D'Agostino
has a ‘well-defined delivery
that never falters,

Fox Is an excellent, exceptionally
funny Felix. He starts out a bt un-
derstated, allowing Felix's comptl-
sive behavior to build lo Intensity.
His wonderfully uprmlva lnoe
speaks volumes, especially his
1y furrowed brow. The sight c! l-‘ox
In a kitchen apron, brandishing a
soup ladle at D’Agosu.no while he be-
1abors him for arriving home late, is

D’Agostino is an
unususlly personable
Oscar, and the effect /s
to make the character
even more credible
and Increase the
empathy when he
finally blows up at
Felix.

good a plece of classic comedy a3
it eould poasibly be.

No one has ever succeeded I
making the cuckoo Pigeon sisters,
Gwmdolyn and Cecily, seem any

re than a pair of dodos. Kari

Surns and Laurie Shea do their best
in the thankless roles of Oscar’s coo-
lng bubble-headed British neighbors.

Jerry Paul Becker, John
Miller Jr. and Phil Whelan &s the
other long-time poker pals are all
thoroughly satiafactory, with Welner
cspeclally natural in his delivery.

Director Bernie Greenberg keeps
the pacing smooth and the laughs in
all the right places, “The Odd Cou-
ple” is perhaps Simon's most be-
loved and enduring comedy. Success-
fulasa plqy. {ilm, television series,
and In an all-female verslon, “The
0Odd Couple” holds up extremely
well to repeated viewings. Feople
scem to see something of themselves
or those they know in the richly com.
te creations of Oscar and Fellx.

‘Amadeus’ costars

Simon Brooking I8 young Mozart and Eric Tavares is Sall-
«arl in Peter Shatfer's “Amadeus,” opening the 23rd season
at Meadow Brook Theatre on the Oakiand University cam-
pus in Rochester Hills. The play will run for four weeks,
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ing at 8 p.m. T Oct. 6. For ticket informa-
tion, call the box office at 377-3300,

Young cast good B

in ‘Charlie

Luncheon theater performanc-
es of “You're A Good Man, Char-
tle Brown” continue Saturdays-
Sundays through Nov. 13, then
Sundays only through Dec. 18 at
the Karas House in Redford,
Lunch is 12 noon, showtime 1 p.m.
ggrpﬂcket information call 559-6-

The Peanut Butter Players have
created a niche for themselves in the
Detrolt area — the group presenls
professional children's luncbcon the-
ater. Performers range from grade
schoolers to early teenagers, First,
they serve as walters and wal-
tresses, then change Into makeup
and costume to present the show.
And they're very good at both.

PBP's current Is the

Brown’ .

The Saturday cast {a sccond cast'
performs  Sundays) was, on thes
whole, an experienced, pollshed en.'
semble. After a slightly choppy’
opening, (he cast settled Into a har=
monlous groove. Especially well!
done were scenes about Valentinest

Day Cards, the Baseball Game, nna’
a Peter Rabbit Book Report.

AMONG NOTEWORTHY per-
formers ls Danny Gurwin as Charlle
Brown. HIs stage persona as an io-
secure, self-consclous Charlle belles
his obvious talents as an accoms
plished young actor with an nlmdy
mature singlng voice,

Dina Baldwln (Lucy) delivers llnu

with the timing and emphasls of an
uperlcncad comedian. And Katle

whimaleal musical, “Your'ze a Good
Man, Charlle Brown." It's based on
cartoon characters from Charles
Shulz’s comic strip, “Peanuts. In a
series of :Jppy sketches we meet
Snoopy, Lucy, Linus and the gang.
And, of course, the somethipg less
than perfect, but always lovable
Charlle Brown.

Through the experiences of Char-
lie and friends, we Jearn that grow-
lng up may be hard to do, but it sure

teresting — and fun, Which the
nurllencc certainly a to, though
a fow of the jokes go over the head of
the very young. No matter, parcots
and youngiters allke can readlly
identify with the true-lo-llfe charac-
ters, which is one of the charming
{ealures of Charlic Brown.

(Snoopy) has one of
Ihose Ethel Merman volces that car-
rles over the orchestra to the back
row of the theater,

The orchestra in thls case (and o
zarre sound cliects) consists of .
electric plano, expertly handled by
musle dlrector CJ. Nodus.

‘The setting features metal tublng
fabricated into rectangular plat-
forms. Artwork on window shades
provides a backdrop for cach scene.
Very functional, Very effective.

Bob Weibel of Westland is a
Jreelance writer, who has spent
more than 25 years in communily
theater as @ director, designer
and performer.

O&E Sports—more than just the scores @ -

T T~

Do it for someone

Stop smoking

you love...

4 LJOJUANI‘E

s s AMERICAN 3= LUNG
23 8 DUBHC $4rviICe Oy the publisher
4 4 4 4 4 4 4 a 4
4+ 4 4 4 TheNewPalage ,
of Auburn Hills
4 4 4 4. presents 4
4 A 4
4
A
4
4 u
4+ [LUNCH DINNER* i
Mnndny-Frlday Monday-Thursday
4 11am.-3p.m. Il.’m -_ga‘opd i
o Frida; aturdat
: g rmene £V 3050 oo,
A 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

4 The Pulaco Lounge invites you 4
1]
Monda; Fﬂd 4:30-7:30 non-cvcnlnl hts]
4 Feulurlng.yi Salglnn of HO# ER.NR)ES 4
and DAILY DRINK SPEC!ALS
4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

4 4 4
.
1 . i

Alforonly $1.25.

For dance, theatet, of music, It's Geary Auditorium
downown—shawplice of Canadizn culture,
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They saythebest view of Detrit s from the 1
A Galery of Windsot Restutant. Enjoy s fioe Y
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Windsor.

The more you look, the more you like.

Windsor is the kind of place that improves with famillarity. For one thing, you'll never run out
of great restaurants. A few? Elliott's on the Avenue. Wong's Eatery. Louie Linguini’s. Traiteur's.
Casa Biancz. La Notte. The Royal Bengal Indian Curry House. Stoney Point Tavern. Sunnyside

Tavern. Duffy’s Brvern, Dan Flannagan's, The list goes on.

And, no matter what you're shopping for, you can find it in Windsor. Hockey equipment?
You've come to the right place: Johnson Sports, on Wyandotte east of Quellctte, With selection—

and prices—you'll find hard to match anywhere.

Up for 2 little sightsecing? Take Route 18 to Colasanti’s
‘Tropical Gardens in Ruthven. You'll see quaint farmhouses,

boats on the river and waves on the lake.
If you plan to stay the weekend, remember that

I For aver $200 worth
©oupon or call

1 1-800-265-3633

of Windsor Savers’
and & Visitors® KJI mail thll
toll-free. Ofter ands 12/30/88,
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