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Embroiderer’s art—
songs in textiles

By Corinne Abatt
staff writor

days, thelr history and folklore.

The embroidery enlightens on all
these subjects, Gotting-Haldostian
sald. For instance, certain stitches

are pecullar to Isolated Armenian
In Turkey. of

ERANOUHIE H. Gotting-
Huldnst!an carne from
Hills to lele her brother
and sister-in-law, Dr. Ber] and Alice
Haidostian, with a misslon In mind,
True, she was bringing speclal
gifts for her nleces and nephew, but
more than that she was bringlng a
rich, priceless heritage w share with
the Armcnlnn comm
Gotting-Haldostlan (ln German,
the married and malden names are
reversed) has been collecting Ar-
menian needlework for 58 years. She

has studled, researched and traveled &

the world to find the finest examples
posslble of this art form, which dates
back thousands of years,

. She remembers the day It took
root, her 13th birthday, Her family
lived in Turkish Armenia. “I was ex-

ting & of silk stockings —
that was the fashlen then, So you can
imaglne how I fcit when I was given
two exquisite, Jace trimmed hankles,

these can be found in communlties
where there was more contact with
the outside world.

“Irga is the purest Armenlan
stitch, and 1s a Marash stitch; but in
Indla and Pakistan, the festive cos-
tumes are often decorated with Irga,
inserting small round mirrors into
the destgn. Marash Armenian immi-
grants to Madras, Calcutta and to
Bombay have fecundated the coun.
try with their favorite stitch."

Another stitch she has traced In
her writtings |s Alntab. The Crusad-
ers brought it from the Armenlans
back to Europe where the missionar-
jes then took It to China. “Otherwlise,
how could China, the of

The dosign of this work In shades of
orange, red and gold on dark brown vel-
vet goes back to those done found on

embroidery, the artist of the most
exquisite coloured-stitches, be the
mother and producer of a medincre
drawn-thread stitch,” she writes,

But for All the treasures of fine

My mother noticed my
rent and sald, ‘The eyes have to

beauty to quench the thirst of
the soul” "

: From then on the young woman
became Increasingly aware and ap-
preciative of fine stitchery, She per-
fected her own skills. “Embrof [dcry
is & type of art which can be app:
ated only If you understand 1!. For
me, the top criterfon Is the quality of
the stitch. Second is {la execution, It
must be perfect in detall, the finer,

e ha none
was more lmpmlvv.- than the
brofdery on ccu slik spread uul on
the dining room table.

The pleces were a curtain with
matching sheers. Embroldered on
the curtaln are full-size intricately
worked green chestaut tree leaves
edged in gold thread and chestnuts In
various stages of splitting open. On
the sheers are dragon flies and stars

the s (grave stones) of ol Ar-
menln. The circla is the aymbol of olarnl-

the better.”

In gold d.
“If I had not heard of the Baghdas-
sarlen School in Turkey — my father

LISTED HISTO! - (a teach t a student there — 1 § o
nusﬁu, u;goﬂciu g”o'ggc(?:; ;L% (v‘:ould n::lmve known about this* The wings of the dragon fly are only at- Yi hie H. Getting usesa b ties of the trees of Brussa,
folklore value as el.hcr !mpon.anl' he sald. tached to the silk at the tip. Each of magnifying glass to explain the Intrica- Turkey, made by an Armenian genius

THE SCHOOL, where silkworm these flies is slightly differont in position with the needle.

cies of the embroldery that depicts the

‘was such an inlcgul part of the um
of Armenlan women at every level,
from peasant to princess, it s tntris
cately tied to the history of the peo-
ple — how and where they lived,
" where they traveled, what they
wore, how they furnished thelr

culture Is taught, is in Brussa and {s
famous for ts sllk, chestnut trees
and for its embroldery, she sald,

She knew about the plece before
she found {t, quite by nmldenl. in
Athens after mnklng it known that
she was {ine

and development.

dered silk before ber on the table,
with Its pencil thin embroldered gold
lines and pin-size mounds of gold
dots and sald -~ “to do this with met-

alis only angels can do —

other had

homes, how they holi-

Paacock is made of real fish
scales embroidered in gold
on black velvet.

Japan loves t

. An

asked the dmler to split it because it
was too big (which he did) before de-
clding not to buy it. Gotting-Haldos-
lan took the moncy she had put
aside for a fur coat to buy It, even
though she was terribly distressed
that the masterplece had been cut,

She is certalin It all was done by
one artist. “These must have been

.made {o sing the glories of Brussa,”

and 18 carat gold and nﬂvnr with
gold plate,

“‘l‘o make lace (the wings) with
metal thread Is a torture, If you have
never worked gold thread, you can't
possibly know the difficulty. If it
turns, it breaks.”

She looked at the yards of embrol-

Statf photos by Jerry
Zolynsky

to do a line like this with gold thread
is beyond comprehenslon and de-
scription.” .

PATIENCE DOES pay off. It took
her 12 years to acquire a collection
of needlework flowers, actual size
and botanically correct, made by a
woman.

The work Is go intricate that it is
difficult to concelve of the time it
must have taken to make cach one.
The colors of each boneysuckle were

carefully chosen to indicate which
blooms have just come out and
which have passed their peak. Gott-
ing-Haidostinn pointed to a relnuon-
shlp between these Intricate nose-
gay-size bouguets and the flowers
that often cdge the beautiful sheer
headscar{ of an Armenian bride.

In her conversation, she calls
those who made the articles in her
collection “singers with a needle.”
Her opening statement In her
treatise on embroldery is “Art in any
form is a channel of communication
through which the heart-beats of a
people, hence of humanity can be
heard,”

There will be two exhibits of the
embroldery and needlework col-
lected by Yeranouhle H. Gotling-
Haldostian In the next few weeks
— at Bellan Art Center of Troy and
the Recreation Cenler of St. Jnhn
Armenian Church of Southfiel

‘The works titled, * Singus wlth a

Where to see the needlework

Rochester Road (at Square Lake),
Troy, Oct. 1-6. Hours are 11 am. to

. 8 p.m. Closed Sunday.

The cxhibit at St. John Recre-

ation Center, 2201 Northwestern,
ield will be Thurs:

day, Oct. 13-18. Hours are 7-10 p.m.

Thursday, 6-10p.m. Friday, 2-10

Needle:

and noon to 6 p.m.

Needlework and Emhmidcry ** will
be at the Belian Art Center, $080

pm.
Sunday. No charge for elther exhi-
bitlon. Public welcome.

8y Corinne Abatt
statf writer

Hzrplﬂ Kerstin Allvin of Bloomfleld Hllls
wasn't sure what to expect when she went on a
two-month performing tour of Japan lnd
with flutist laura Larson late last summ

« Larson, 37, head of the flute at owxnsumu of
Music and Dance, performed and studied there
for a year in 1988, Not so for Allvin, 27, This was
her first trip to the orlent and she was In for some
surprises, both pleasant and humorous.

They will return later this month as guests for a

Then as if to summarize she sald, “The Japa-
nese soak up Western culture. They want to be
like Americans, China is different. I got the im-
pression they dldn't like forelgners.”

However, she said that when they performed In
Beljing (for more that 700 people) she knew they
loved the music and the concert.

“l was very impressed with the Beljing Con-
servatory of Muslc,” :he nld as she described
thelr tour of that as as trips to the Great
Wnll the Forbidden Clty and the Suramer Pal-

Bu! she and Larson obviously felt lhey had ac-
tually experienced more o( Japan than Chlna
where th d. “In Ja;

speclal concm {or the ‘l‘ayo;n Clty

changes. ney will perfmn the Mozart Concerto
{or Flute and Harp with the Toyota City Philbar-
monia as well ax solos.

As Allvin spoke of the concerts they gave In
anln — in small communities and major cities,
in grand concert halls and modest settings such as
a candlemaker’s home — she made an overall ob-
servation.

-“They are lo:ggrednuve. They love Western

clnllul music they are familiar with West-
repertoire — enn the chudm They love
Bhet and famous opera arjas.

PAUSED md ldded something that had

encugh they

IovaStephenFuurm gs. They kmow all the

“words and could sing along in Engliah. So for en-

cores we would play songs such as "My 0old K!a-
‘tucky Home,” “Camptown Races” and “Ob! Su-

sanna"” they liked Irish “Annie T.an.

ria," * Danny Boy" and “T.ast Rose of Sumpsr.”

. -

cy pan,
weu:veledbytrﬂnmdlnlvwwlthwehlrp
and our tons of luggage. We went by van when we
crossed the Japanese Alp! over Little, tiny roads.
Sometimes we stayed at hotels and

she ard Larson made the most of every moment.
‘They enjoyed the people, the sights, the many side
trips. They asked questions and were eager to see
and learn everything they could.

But, "When [ got bnck 10 the U.S,, I was very
thank{ul for where I lived.”

THE QUALITY of the muslc these two present-
ed In Japan Is substantial, They played works by
Martin Scot Kosins {of Michigan) as well as Mo-
zart, Dvorak, Debussy, Persichett, Faure, Martin,
Donizettl and Rossinl. Allvin and Larson sold eve-
ry copy of a tape highlighting thelr musical pro-

The tape Is only available here by ordering
from Allvin at §42-5097, She has also recorded her
own new wave compositions with electric harp
and (twu elm.ru:) harp and synthesizer. That

through House.

with families, We spent several days at our mana-
ger's Swiss :lylc chalet at the base of Mt l-‘uiL

“ reall sta with the f;
ate their lood lndulept ona mlhmt.ha noor(ln
the Japanese tradition,

And lpplmﬂLA! I.l Alps, no matter where
they happen mgecple of the Japanese

Alps love Swiss music yes, they did bring ot
a couple of thelr youngsters who were expert yo-
delers to perform for the American duo.

Itllu:ywbellmthllhllvlnndum

Allvin, with

ber beautiful head ol honey blod curly halr and
large, & blue the look of an inge-
nue. Yel. shels po aod gracious.
Her and ohnu-vadou aboat the six.

er commenta
'etku'ipwen,wllh few mepumnpbuLm
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She and her father, Ray Allvin, who works
closely with her as advisor/representative, agree
that classical music is her first love. Yet, she sald
she has found a niche In modern music. “I love to
write and arrange.”

The two tapes show ber diverse talents, some-
thing else that probably made the Japasese want
the Allvin/ umn Duo for another tour. They will
return next summer for a three-week wur
will play with the Osaka in March
of 1990. Next February they will be dnlng asmall
tour In Florida.

Thelr recent tour was by the Walbro
Corpo
Allvin 2aid she hoped to find & sponsor so they
could perform the Toyota City concerts locally in

7
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While vlllllng her brother, D7, Ber] Haidostian of Bioomtield
Is, ¥ H. Gotting-} to share agsin
her enthusiasm for needlework. Here they admire a life-size
flower made with needle and thread by an Armenian woman
who lived in Blerut, .

nese talented musmans

2 R
Laura Larson, ieft, flute, and Kerstin Allvin, harp, are already
booked for several more concert trips to Japan. Larson studied |
and performed there two years ago and returned this summer .
for six weeks with Allvin who was seeing [t for the first time.



