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By Shirloo Rose tden
statf writer

ONSUMERS IN a medical
C clinic may know that the

knee bone's connected
fo the lhigh bone. of
maybe not.

Hurdle|

Guide helps new homel

qt's near impossible for a client
building one home to do all that
research and not go bananas in the

process.”

But for the new home pur- '—BarbiKrass
chaser who faces an unbetievable guide book author

awray of decisions as the home
evolves from paper plans to brick
and mortar and then home furn-
ishings, imare than a litte bit of
knowledge is required.

tn the metropolitan area, the
new-home boom has grown to
epidemic proportions with subdi-
visions and custom homes
springing up mile after square
mile.

Barbi Krass, an interior design-
er whose studio, Colorwarks, is
on Nof n Highway in

1,000 fabrics. 400 styles.

&Ruose The ¥aTa, iovestat, shwwper, sections.
chalr or rechiee you wani. Then chogse the
. fbic you hku Ceate veuctly what you

5 want, taude just for you. Why compro-

s’

35 day delivery.

iy wait 832 wauka for dulivity? Your
custon: tailured putchase will by deliv-
w14 10 your doorstep In just 35 days.
Watranties you can depend upon.
V6d'il see it in black and whila on
he warranly booklut that comes
wih your purchuse You get a
Idutime trama warnanty and two

year fabric warranty.
Senaible prices.

jfunl ollors you the opporiu.
ity to buy hine furniture that
Is senably pricod. IU's &
place whotu aven a modest
g decoraling budgot bucomes an

outraguous succuss.

Stop by vur Bloomiiuld Hills shuwroem or
1he Clawson showfoom & cloatunce centur 10day.

Asshown:  Luft aein chulso sturting at *570

Admluss secton *354

Cutved cornur section *650

Save 20-60% FAight acm tovesent 562
Prices Goad thru Oct. 6

126 E 14 Milo Hoad, fust east
ol Livetnoly, Clawson,
583-1475

S0atovnt and Clearance Coater

1914 Tologreph Roed,
Bloomtioid Hilts, just north
of Square Lake, in the
Dloomflold Doslga Piaza.
3387718

FURNITURE

Open every day =
Deslgns for Living

but Sunday.

Farmington Hills, where a lot of
the building hubbub is taking
place, has devised a practical
guide for prospective home
buyers.

HER "GUIDE FOR Building a
New Home' confains inforination
that pegins with the initial pur-
chase agreement and walks the
buyer through conirontations
with architects, electricians and
plumbers, as well as decisions on
fixtures, tile, Mlooring,carpeting
and more.

Krass, who staried her busi-
ness in the fower leve) of het
Southtield home back in 1977,
began 1o put her guide together
about six months ago. She con-
tends her challenge is to know
the market, be aware of whal's
available, and know how 10 use
all the resources,

*It's near to impossible for a
client building one home 10 do alt
thal research and not go ba-
nanas in the process,” she said.

Born in Poughkeepsie, N.Y.,
Krass has lived in Gennany,

Scranton, Pa., and in Boston dur-
ing college years, sludying arl
and education.

With degrees in ling arts and
English literature from  Boston
University, she went from school
to teaching English literature to
gifted students.

Aller marriage 10 a medical
student and the birth of a son
and daughter, she came 10 live
here where she pursued dancing,
design projects, sewing and other
endeavors. By 1981, her mar-
nage had broken up and she was
on her own with two dependent
chilgren,

AFTER A THREE-year friend-
ship with Ed Krass, a Southiield
teacher who taught one of her
children, Krass remarried, calling
that decision "'the best | ever
made."

Clients at Colorworks, about
80 percent new-construclion oti-
ented. ind building a new home
exciling, rewarding or nerve-rack-
ing and ltusiranng, explains
Krass.

“Wih 50 much to invest and so
many decisions 1o make, if is of-
ten difbicult to keep calm,” she
sand. "It helps to remember that
preuple involved in the business
process are only human and can
and do make mistakes.

“Architects, buitders and de-
signers are not infallible, but in
choosing these people carelully,

a new home buyer can minimize
error and ensure good will should
an error need to be resolved,”

Krass' guidebook lays out
some ot the many decisions and
selections buyers have 1o face
from site location to rees to mar-
ble.

Home buyers should make a
point of knowing what 1he builder
wifl expect of them during con-
struction. They should also atfie-
ulate their own expeciations.

“CLIENTS OFTEN need help
in undetstanding the initial pur-
chase agreecment and what it
contains,” she said, "l tell my clis
ents there should be a guaran.
feed completion date binding on
the cantractor.

“If the house 15 not ready on
time, the builder will pay your rent
until it is. Buitdets will sign these
agreements rather than lose a
sale. But they won't sign if you
don't ask."

New home buyers have 10 bear
financial scrutiny to secute a
morigage, Krass coniends the
builder should be just as carefully
scrutinized.

“You should check out the
buitder by talking both 10 his ¢h-
ents aboul how they ke their
home and to his creditors {sub-
contractors) . If he doesn't pay
his bills, the people who do his
cabinetry, electsicuy and plumb-
ing aren't going 1o deliver their
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@ EVERYTHING FOR YOUR HOME

Afet « Artow - Batdwin - Hager
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