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Fast-paced art

They work v-vllh olls and a master of their trade, but their subjects aren’t
your typleal bowls of frult' or serene landscape. These guys are into
painting race cars of All shapes and sizes, See Page 6D.
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Members of the
Race/QP Team
include Dave
Bleneman (from
left), driver/
mechanic; -Jeff
Neal, designer/
crew member;
and Bleneman's
son Matt, crew
member.
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Dave Blsnammahowl off Race/QP team's new drageter that's close to 50 inches longer than the standard dragster which has a 258-Inch

wheel base.
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Quarter mile
quest: Doing
it at 300 mph

By Bill Parker
statf writer

Dave Bleneman and Jeffry Neal have been ac-
quaintances for 18 years, They've been teammates
for three. And now they’re on a mission.

Their quest?

‘To do what o rnan bas done belore,

Tomch!oo muuperhourlnndu@ter

To break that magical barrier, the Race/QP
Team, which includes Bieneman, driver/mechanlc;
his son Matt, crew member; Neal, designer/crew
member; Ed Van Horn, crew.chief; and Paul King,
crew member, i redesigning its dragater.

‘The body of the vehicle will become longer and
more streamlined. The engine will have more
horsepower. These changes are geared to produce a
g‘eu:L force In drag racing’s premiere class, Top

“They have tried to make changes in dragsters in
the past, but haven't been able to ndapt." explained
Bleneman, who owns Transmission is In
Troy. “When you get Into a specific !ype of radn;,
a lot of times you get stuck in that technology.
whin re uslnx a varlety of technology to make these
changes.

MOST OF THE technical changes are designed
by Nea), who has held both technical and manageri-
al tions with General Motors, Bricklln, Ford
Motor Co. and Triathlon Corp.

The new design will produce a car close to 50
inches longer than the standard dragster which has
a 258-inch wheel base. The new body will be pro-
duced from a carbon fiber which is lighter and
stronger than aluminum, the material from which

modificatlons to the wing at
the rear of the car, which should help improve trac-
.tlon, and to “other body parts” as well as Internsl
changes In the engioe.
Race/QP is looking at the possibility of uslng &
dual overhead cam engine — the same type of en-
e used in lndymdl-‘ormululun.‘mlschnae
wculd increase the power of the dragster from
3,500 horsepower to between ,000 and 11, ooo
horsepower.
The new car should be ready for the track by.
January of 1989. The first goal of Eace/QF will be:
to break the current quarter-mile dragster speed
mrd of 288 miles per hour, set last
Eddie Hill of Texas. Then comes the task of break-
ing the 300 miles per hour barrier.
“"We'd deflnitely ltke to be the first (to broak the

Please tum to Page 4

ANTACTIC VOYBGE

SCENES ON UL QUTTING RooM FIAR ... :

“Since we're here, what say we do & litle
Falloplan tubing?"
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Amelia, Biscayne:
Islands to delig
‘offbeat’ traveler

By lris Sandaraon Jones
contributing travel editor

G: 1 want to go to Fiorlda before high sea-
mrlhutbeprkummuct.l'umbﬂh
n:eGulleomnd Orlando. I wocld like to

a day touring Mlam| and a few days s
lmle nfllhebuml track.

A: There afe two Interesting Islands on the
Atlantic slde of Florida that you may ot have
thcngm about. Amelia Island, near Jackson-

ht

South Seas Plantation on Captiva Island, on
the gulf coast — condominfums, golf courses,
{ennis courts and other resort facilities.

A new definition of luxury may be rentlng a
pool villa at the Plantation, where you can
sklany-dip quite privately in a full-alzed pool
at the foot of your bed!

From the pool you can look through a
screened wall to the birds skimming acroes a

green marsh and the boats going by a mile
lway on the Intracoastal waterway. Nobody
can get close enough on that marsh Lo see you

Blscayne, an island just across (hmghmmn.
memckmhaeku&nmlylmmm The secret to an island like this
almei i e . et e e s
eler. If big resarts a
Golda ll]ubytheoeorghﬂoﬁ border. m 8 unyb-“u!‘
You can choose between two quite different [nn bhwdcmmot
vacation styles. Beuch 2t the other end of the smalt lsland.
Qoe resort — Island F -
dominates the laland. It (s remlniscent of Pleass tum to Page 8
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Sun, surf nnd saiboats abound siong the mod

beaches of Key Biscayne, Fia.




