On display will be an untitied pastel, painted around
1918 by James Scripps Booth and from the collection of

Museum displays
- works of Saarinen
and James Booth

I you're looking for variety in

contemporary art, then the Cran-

. brook Academy of Art Museum is
the place to visit,

Now through Oct. 30, (ke museum
is hosting an exhibition of works by
Ellel Saarinen, entitled “Saarinen at
C: Designs for ¢
and Kingswood Schools.”” The muse-

“ um also is exhibiting the works of

. James Scripps Booth through

" xlxla six years later.

Dee.

The Saarinen exhibltion explores
the fundamental change which oc-
curred in the architect’s designs be-
tween the start of the Cranbrook
Sc‘:h?ol for boys In 1925 and the r;\o'm
gletien of the Winsmood Schaa) fex

The cxhibltion reflects the Fina.
ish-born architect’s shift from Emro-

slgns for automobltes,

His formal artistic training con.
slsted primarily of a brief stay at the
Ecole Des Beaux Arts in Parls, In
additlon to time speat with Michi-
gan-born_artlst Myron Barlow In
Etaples, France.

Barlow taught Booth the funda-
mentals of working with pastels and
they quickly became his favorite

lum.

Belween 1912 and his death in
1954, Booth produced hundreds of
pastel landscapes, portralts and fig-
ure studies. Constantly experiment.
Ing, his working styles Inctuded aca-
:!emlc, caricature and Impression-
em.

A SMALL pastel, entitled “Scene

t Cannes, France,” featured in the
exklbli. 152 riot el gestural line and
color, A large untitled plece of a
nude woman swimming illustrates
Booth's predilection for an impres-
slonistic style.

Also included In the exhibltion are
elght works from two of Booth's

portant series of pastel drawings of
the early Detrolt News Shelby Street
plant. The second commission fea-
tures a varlety of early scenes at
Cranbrook.

The Cranbrook Academy of Art
Museumn is open 1.5 p.m. Tuesday
through Sunday. Docent gulded toun
are available by advance notive, For
lmlr, Information, call 645-3312.
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most important One of
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pean  sensibility,

Finnish Nn'.lnnal 'Romanticlsm, to n

more American design philosophy.
Highllght of the exhlbition are slx

. works that have never been on pub-
lle display, “Drawings for Gates No.

1, 2 and 3., They were designed by
Saarinen and drafted by hls 19-year-
old son Eero, The works demon-

. strate secmingly Nordic references

which Saarinen Incoporated into de-

. tallsof the school for boys.

There also are two watercolors

. and a pencil rendering from the col-

lection of Cranbrook Schools, exam-
ples of Saarinen’s perspective rend-
erings for Kingswood School.

ALSO INCLUDED are two large

. models of the schools, creatéd for an

cxhibition, “Design o America: The

" Cranbrook Viston, 1925-1850," which

. were displayt

ed at the Detrolt Insti-
tute of Arts, the Metropolltan Muse-
um of Art and the Suomen Taldetcol-

. lUsyusyhditys n Helsinki,

Already a leading archltect in his
native Finland, Saarinen (1873-1850)
traveled to the United States in 1923
as the result of his sccond.place
prize entry for the Chicago Tribue
Tower competition.

In 1925, he was commisstoned by
George G, Booth to'develop plans for
The Cranbrook Educational Commu-
nity, includlng Cranbrook School.

With jts references to medleval
architecture and borrowings lrom
numerous European sources,
school for boys must be viewed wuh-
in the context of Saarinen’s Finnish

* National Romantie architecture, an

architecture which sought to create
a pational identity through Indl-
genous architectural forms.

Slnce the English Arts and Crafts

: Movement was a primary source for

both national romantlcism and the

* nesthetics of Booth, the resulting

form of Cranbrook School was an

- important achlevement in the ca-

reers of both architect and patron.
With the Klngswood School, Saari-
nen searched for a new architectural

- vocabulary, one that would express

. his newly adopted American herl- -

tage. He found a new source [n the
“prairie houses” of Frank Lloyd
Wright, an architectural style which
was o communion with nature and
looked to Indigenous American
forms.

THE SCHOOL for glrl.l. with its
horizontal emphasis, broad hipped
roofs and overgmdn eaves, Is nes-

: ged Into the slope of a hill overlook-

g Kingswood Lake. Even the col-
umns and Light fixtares now take on
an organic form, rather than the

. more medlevally inspired detalls of

" the school for boys.
Saarinen’s chaoge in philosophy
also can be zeen In the site and floor

. phn: of the twn schools. Whereas

riented

., clmpus wlth a padulriln gate and

an open courtyard for circulation,

Kingswood's main entrance is ap-

proached by a grand auto-court with

all the lplc?u“ internally
gran ways.

The “James s:rlpps Booth: Artlst
and En * exhibition is in the
museum’s deSalle Glllery 1t fea-
tures 25 works that highlight the ar-
tistlc and automotive de:ign

- achlevements of

Booth.
Booth, the eldnt son of Cnn-

brook's founders, George and Ellen
Seripps Booth, was a mnl!.l talented
man who maved easlly

from pastel
< drawings to highly inmuuru de

. .
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