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John Donchue sits in the law [Ibrary at the Farmington Hills law
firm of Kohn, Secrest, Wardle, l.ynch, Clark and Hampton

From news to law
Film changed city attorney’s direction

By Casey Hans
stat writer

It started with the Jimmy Stewart movie,
“Anatomy of a Murder.”” Glued to the screen was
a young man of 12, who held career of

people

becoming a journalist,

That movie was the turning point, sald John Do-
nohue, now a veteran attorney with a special in-
terest in city government. His interest shifted
quickly away from the deadlines of news report-
{ng and into the world of law.

He was appolnted city nuorney for Farmington
last month.

“I wanted to be a Journalist , but . . . I began
learning more about law and that attracted me to
1t," said the $8-year-old father of two, who also
lives in Farmington. “I didn't want tobe tiedto a
desk from nine to five. Thls did It for me."

He has also handled cases with notorlety, In-
cluding the recent debate between the Detrolt Pls-
tons and the Pontlac Sliverdome over a time con-
flict with the "Monsters of Rock™ concert. He han-
dled the defense for the Silverdome.

Donohue is also city attorney for Walled Lake
and gewxl counse] for the Oakland County
Board of C: Currently
with the Farmington Hills law flrm of Kohi,
Secrest, Wardle, Lynch, Clark and Hampten, Do-
nohue began his career In 1976 with another

Donobue spent the fast 12% years

Farmingtoo Hills flrm, Breanen, Bibeau and
after from Wayne State

his xpeclalty of municipal law, which has 1anded
solldly In the malnstream of heated zoning

ls and
pro]ects and varied road, water and sewer proj-
ects.

IT MIGHT sound mundane to the average per-
son, but Donohue finds his work exciting, “Each

wherehels asa

AlsoaF

ton resident, Donohue is the new city attnrnuy for Fnrmlnglen.

you deal with has a unique personall-
ty," be said,

Lav School.

“Some people think they want to do criminal
law, or plaintiff's work. I wasa't sure exactly
what I wanted to do,” he explalned.

Learning munlclpal law was an on-the-job cx-
perience.

HE DEVELOPED hls legal speclalty at the
same time he was developing his personal life.
Donohue's wife, Nancy Heldt Donobue, is also an

attorney who works as a referee for the Wayne
County Friend of the Court. They were married in
1980,

‘Their routine appears to be one that most work-
Ing parents face each day, “I get the kids up and
out in the morning and she picks them up in the

afternoon,” he explained.

They have a S-year-old daughter and a 13-
month-old son, who have elr llvel. but
put a crimp into some of the traveling they

But John keeps busy wilh other things. He sa
member of Farmington's Downtown Develop-
ment Authority board, sits on the city's Board of
Review and is a director for the Farmington Com-
munity Center board, He also zat on the Historic
District Commission for Farmington Hills in the
carly 1980s.

HE GOT to know Farmington as a child coming
to visit his uncle, architect John Allen, and cous-
Ins- who lived here. After graduating from law
school, he made the Flnalnan area his perma.
oent home.

Donohue’s Irish name tells only half the story
aboot a man whose mother was French. His fami-
1y also has & special spot in Oakland County histo-
Ty as one of the founding families. )

They arrived In the Unlon Lake area in the
gsos, where they helped establish St. Patrick

policé/fire calls

Listed below are some of the
Farmington.area police inci-
dents, fire calls and court cases
reported during the past week:

® ASSAULT CHARGED

A 2%-year-old Detrolt woman is
charged with assault with intent to
murder after a man and a woman
were struck by a car In the parking
of the Farmington Elks Lodge, 23666
Orchard Lake Road, early Wednes-
day, police said.

‘The incldent stemmed {rom a boy-
lrlend-g,lrlmend dlspute, police sald.

Arralgned before District .lndge
Michael Hand of Farmington, Sherri
Lynette Stemplen stood mute to one
charge of assault with intent to mur-
der. An Innocent plea was entered in
her behalf, Cash bond was set at
$50,000 pending a prel ry exam
In 47th District Cauﬂ. Stemplen
faces up to life in prison {f convicted.

A 26-year-old Northvilte woman
and a 24-year-old Detroit man had
just left the Elks lodge at 1:30 a.m.
when they were intentlonally struck
by a car in the parking lot. The driv-
er then ed up and struck the
woman agaln, planlng her against a
wall, Sgt. Charles Nebus sald.

The woman was discharged after
treatment at Botsford General Hos-
pltal, Farmington Hills, a hospital
spokeswornan sald

The man left the scene before po-

lice arrived. The victims knew their
assailant. Pollce found the car in De-
trolt and impounded it. The suspect
later surrendered, Nebus sald.

L KOOUR FOSTS BOND

ed Wings forward Joe
Kocnr. 28. Iurned himself In on an
outstanding warrant charging hlm
with assault and battery in connec-
tion with an argument and an al-
leged arm punching Incldent that in-
volved a 22-year-old woman outslde
a Farmington Hills dance spot Aug.
23,

The West Bloomfleld resident
turned himself in to Farmington
Hills pollce at 4 p.m. Thursday, after
returnlog from a preseason road
trip. He was released on $100 cash
bond. He s scheduled to be ar-
raigned Oct. 24 in 47th District
Court, Farmington, Sgt. Charles
Nebus sald.

The argument and incident in
which Kocur allegedly punched the
Farmington Hllls woman's arm took
place In the parking lot of Mr.
Spom, 300860 Orchlrd Lake Road,
Farmington Hills, pollee sald.

Kocur faces up to 90 days in jail
and a $500 fine if convicted on the
misdemeanor charge. He denles the
charge and intends to plead inno-
cent, accordlng to hls attorney, Al
Addls of Troy.

69th House

® BIKES RECOVERED
Three bleycles stolen from the
rack outside Kenbrook Elementary
School, 32130 Bonnet Hlll. were re
covcred when le sus-
were arrested nm Qrchard
Lake Road and Barlow Sept. 29,

The blkes, reported stolen at 2
p.m., were recovered at 5 p.m. when
an officer spotted them belng ridden
by two 13-year-old boys and one 12-
year-old boy.

‘The boys, who lve at the Sarah
Fisher Home for Children, had left
O.E. Dunckel Middle School, 32800
12 Mile, without permisslon at 10:30
am., according to a Farmington
Hills police report.

® BREAK-INS REPORTED
Cash was reported stolen In break.
Ins at K&C Cleaners, 21023 Farm-
Ington, and Hungry Howie's, 21019
Farmington, Sept. 28-20, Attempted
break-lns were repo:
nearby businesses, according to
Farmington Hills police reports.

Jewelry valued at $5,400 was re-
ported stolen from two units in a
bullding on the 37000 block of Jeffer-
son at Independence Green Apart-
ments Sept. 27-28, An attempted
break-in was reported in a third unit,
accordlng to Farmeagton Hills police
reports,

$1.7 million may be added
to FHS expansion project

Continusd trom Page 1

Superintendent Grabam Lewls
called it an “opportune” time to do
the additlonal improvements. “This
18 one of these aituations we bave to
{ace squarely,” be sald, “I thiok we
bave to approach the situation and

. deal with It, It's opportune.”

AS TRUSTEES consider additions
to the project, plans for the school's
media center are well under way.
Projected completion date for the
center Is September of 1089, accord-
Ing to district architect Ron Aten.

The new center will double the
space of the current library from
8,000 square !cet 1o 12, ooo square

tional space. The number of books
will rise from 12,000 volumes to a
potential apace for 20,000,

It will remain as a focal point at
the center of the school, where it can
be scen as visitors come In the front
entrance.

THE REVAMPED center will also
include a classroom specifically for
using medla equipment that will
handle up to 60 students, a readlng
room with computer access station,
and two entrances,

According to Aten, the district ex-
pecta to give fInal approval to con-
struction documents and go out for
bid In December, and open and
nwlu-d bidsin .lanulry Plans call for

the ded wing of the

feet cutting Into at the
center of the achool for the lddl-

center by next June and the renova-

tions by September,

Peggy Schmidt, newly appolnted
director of media resources for the
district, called the medla center
project exciting.

“I'm excited about the potential
not ouly for the school, but for the
district. Keep in mind, we are build-
ing this and renovating this for the
future,” she sald,

In looking around the school's me-
dia center last week, Farmington
High principal Jerry Potter called
the planzed upgrade “a dream come
true”

..

The Building and Site Committee
of the board will discuss the matter
mn.he: 'Nadly at 6:30 p.m., and the

all board is slated to vote on the Is-
lue at the regular 7:30 p.m. meeting
{oliowing.

3 students get tuition break

get back to school. There was no tultion amount,” added

Continusd from Page 1

Christine

School student Jasoa Livernols will be charged $400 for

elementary $680 for secondary school tuition Uf thelr
by Oakland

Livernols, Jasot's father, “There was never a
dcllnr nxm mentiooed, We vulked out of bere not
\mmng what the dollar

Superintendent Graham lmd.l mu
oa tuitioh, saying he felt the foll amount should be dve.

his position

transfer Is pot app Schools  “‘Qur position Ls, as a non-resident, you are a guest In the
bylhoendolm-choolyur district and must pay tuitfon,” be sald.

Under a board policy, district charges $800 per

year for elemen wfh{denu and $1,820 for secondary FLANDERS ELEMENTARY principal Frank Delew-

stadents who live outsde of the -ky nld he was upset with the out-of-distriet students

The Sept. 12 Observer rted that no tuition amount wed, because his achool is alread; ycvemvwd-
was listed in the motlon, Pareats also Insisted that the

board did not address tultlon doring the lnitial discus- "Iklldlmmluloma."hnld."nmmlmm

slon, about the overcrowding at Flanders School. Here we

But a) mlnntunllmbwdtmm!lepLsnlo: h::ovmwdedd;m—lnammhuw

eould attend for a one-: ‘

year grace pest rgxmu'wuummmwum

wp years, depending on whether it ks approved o

1s appeals the decision, sald Parm-

@ THEFTS REPORTED

Video equipment valued at $2,174
was reported stolen from Liberty
Business Systems, Sept. 3-5.

Tools valued at $1,000 were re-
parted stolen from a atorage area at
Chatham Hills Apartments Sept. 24+
28,

iggy bank with less §1 was
stolen from a house on Grand River
during a break-In Sept. 24-28.

A wallet, cash and a gold bracelet
valued at $238 were stolen from the
back room of the student store at
Farmington High School Sept. 26.

Four tires and two bikes valued at
$1,360 were reported stolen from a

rt at Indlan Creek Apartments
Sept. 26-20,
A 1987 Chevrolet Monte Carlo val-

28050 Grand River, Sept. 27-28.

hopefuls

The two candidates for the 89th
state House district seat will de.
bate at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Oct.
§, at Farmington Hills City Hall,
31555 11 Mile. .

Republican Jan Dolan and Dem-
ocrat John Dolan wil be questioned
by papelists Jim Labadie, WDET
radio news editor; Dr. Llla
Schwartz, University of Detrolt po-
litical sclence professor; and Bob

" Observer "

Under the League of Women
Voters of the West Bloomfield-
Farmington Area format, ueh

will make a t i
opening statement.

debate

Questions from tbe panelists will
{follow, Each candidate will have 1
minute to respond.

Questlons from the andience also

be asked by the moderator.
The program will end with a two-
minute closing statement by each
candidate,

Metrovision Channel 13 will
.cablecast the one-hour debate at

pm.
(] Nov.1.:mdap.m.
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