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GOP, Dems differ on tuition deductlons :

By Tim Richard
staff writer

" House Democrats won a commit-
tee battle over exempting Michigan
Edueatlon Trust benefits from state
taxes, But & Republican who says
-Lzrlw a better idea sald the fight

Rep. Judith Miller, R-Birming-
bam, is pushing a broader bill that
would allow Michigan {ncome tax.
payers to deduct up to $2,000 a year
of college uﬂuon payments from
m;:l blll:.l ds the deduction to

"My bill expands the deductlon
penouwhompayingutheygo
and persons who can't afford the
u 600 cost of getting Into MET.

"But this whole thing bas gotten
lovolved in the election,” sald Miller.

THE BOUSE Taxatlon Committee
last week: ;

Tax battle

® Reported out favorably a bill
by Rep. Agnes Dobronski, D-Dear-
born, to exempt MET bene!ll.s from
xtate taxable income.

“Thls would make our guaranteed
tultion program an even more at-
tractive lovestment for the families
of future Michigan college and unl-
versity students,” sald Dobronski,
whose co-sponsors are mostly Demo-
crats, including Justine Barns of
‘Westland, Maxine Berman of South-
field and Jamu Kosteva of Canton.

® Sent to a subcommitice Mil-
ler’s bill to exempt all {uition from
state taxes — whether to a public or
private college and whether or not
Uw tultion comes from a MET bene-

Mllleu blll Is co-sponsored by Re~
publicans Lynn Bankes of Livonia,

. W.V. Brotherton of Farmington, Mll
Dunaskiss of

Lake Orion, David
Honigman o! West Bloomfleld, Ger-

ald Law of Plymouth and Gordon
Sparks of Troy. It also has two area
Democratic co-sponsors: John Ben-

nett of Redford and Willlam Keith of
Garden City. ondah,

CHAIRMAN (Lynn
D-F.ast hnslng) asked the mbcom
) to give it
a huring but did not send Dobron-
ski's bill to the subcommittee,” Mil-
lersald.

State Treasurer Robert Bowman,
architect of the MET program, told
the papel he had no argument
agalnst the philosophy of Miller’s bill
but said 1t-would cost the state $20
million to $30 millon in reveaue,
Mliter said.

Berman’s subcommittee Is to
study “tax expenditures” — the invi-
sible cost of reducing taxes for cer-
taln purposes as opposed to state

spendlog.
Miller said Democrats are trylng

Environment worries publ

Businéss should get ready for

sponsored by the Motor Vehicle
M

more of lu overall budget on envie
1 cleanup, and half of those

1
says a Southfield public relations
man.

Jack Casey, president of Casey
Communiciations Management Inc.,
sald & naﬂonll survey shows um

problems as urlous bealth risks and
want the federal government — and
the next ‘president — o get tough.
Casey sponsored the survey.
‘“Regardless of who the next presi-
deat Is, the people overwhelmingly

‘"We were surprised by the Intensl-
1y of the public’s mood,” Casey sald.
More than ninc out of 10 American
ndulu belleve, the nation faces ﬁ
su

responding to the survey would ba
wﬂunz to pay lincreased taxes, Uf

“Wa Iuva lnund um slnlghuor-
ward 1l

m make Dobronski look good politi-
cally because she faces a stiff re-
election bntua from former Rep,

Dear
M.mer sald Dobronski's bill has yet
to reach the House floor and may not
be voled op this session.

UNDER ME'I' a parent or grand-
parent czn prepay a newborn child'a
tul!mn by invatlng $6,800 now with
the guarantee it will cover an estl-
mated $22,000 worth of state college
tuluon 18 years later.
The lump-sum payment lsa't tax-
able, but (he benefits are taxable un-
der both the federal and state tax

es,
“Since Mlchigan tax labllity Ls
based on the federal system, thix

{lts non-taxable under the state code,

3
ic —poli
Casey Communications by Lawrence
Research of Santa Ana, Callf,
Disposal of hazardous or toxic

waste materinls ranked highest on
almost everyone's (35 percent) lst,

as nlr and water poliution and waste
disposal and want stricter enforce-
ment of environmental regulations,
hesald.

*Sentiment s overwhelmingly for
the federal government to spend

in gewnx companlu and citizens
working together on these problems,
not simply confronting or blaming.
one another.”

THE SURVEY was conducted for

Other en p -
including disposal of residential and
industrial garbage, landfills and
groundwater contamination, water
pollution and alr pollution — also
were rated overwhelmingly as se
rious concerns,
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(94 percent): believe
protlems are serious and want the
federal government 10 be mare
strict in enforcement (88 percent),”

sald Casey. .

“With public sentiment running
this high, there 1s no question that
government will respond. The mes-
sage to business is: Get ready now
for tougher regulations ahead.

“ENVIRONMENTAL concerns
rank with drug and alcohol abuse as
the public's top threat to the natlon’s
bealth in the'1990s, according to sur-
vey results, ranking abead of
illnesses such as cancer and
ouclear war and crime,” be sald last
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- We make it easy to

get free checking,

At Sandard Federal, we know the money you usually spend
on checking account charges and service fees coudd be put to
far betrer use. That's why our Regular Checking is so ammrac-
tive. You only have to maintain a minimum balance of $250
for us to waive our $3 monthly service fee. And, there are no
per check charges. Plus, when you open a new checking
account, we'll also buy back the unused checks from your
other bank at 5¢ per check up to $10.00, and give you 50

free checks with your first order.

For a limited time, get a free GE Clock Radio when you

open a new checking account with $500 or more.*

+ This offee Is good for 2 imited time only. Regulitions resirict the number of gifis 10 one per
account and an individual may receive %nly one pis. All pit items are subject 1o m.n.l,ﬁ"
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