O&E _ Thursday, Octaber 8, 1888

WB Tow

By Jetf Counte
staff writer

Lawyers for West Bloomlield
Township have flled a response to
lawsults aimed at openlng a prime

- plece of undeveloped land to intense
development.
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Seniors

‘award

started

The Concerned Citizens Awards
program, a statewlde effort to rec-
ognlze Michigan's mature adults for
otitstandlng community and nelgh
borhood service, has been introduced
by Citizens Insurance Co. of Ameri-
ca, Howell,

The “Concerned Citizens” awards

. will recognite mature aduits who

bave demonstrated exceptional ser-
vice to benefit thelr communitles.
Outstanding seniors who have con-
tributed service to” benefit thelr

+ nelghborhood or an Individual nelgh.
¢ bor will be

considered for the “Con-
cerned Nelghbor' awards.

“We're cxcited about (hls awards
program because it provides an op-
portunity to recognize the unsung he.
rocs of our communities and nelgh-
borhoods,” sald Roy Westran, presi-

. dent of Citlzens Insurance, “We're

; g the indep
" pgents that represent us, senlor clti-
. zens organizations and the general
- publle In honoring the outstanding

mature adults in our state.”
A “Concerned Citizen" award and
a “Concerncd Nelghbor” award will

* be presented In each of five reglons

in Michigan. The reglonal winners
will be consldered for the “Con.
cerned Citizen of the Year” award
and “Concerned Nelghbor of the
Year” award for the enllre state.
The awards program will be con-
ducted annually by Cltizens,

Each of the regional and state
winners will recelve & commemora-
tlve award speclfically customized
for this program. Each of the state
winners will also recelve a one-
wecek, trip-for-two to Hawall (or the

from Citizens

Co.

CANDIDATES FOR these awards
must be residents of Michigan who
are at least 60 years of age or a
member of any senlor citizens or re-
tirement organlzation, Thelr com.
munity or neighborhood service
must have occurred during the 12-
month period immediately preced-
ing the nomination deadline date,

People throughout the state can
nominate malure adults for these
awards. Nomination forms can be
obtalned from Citizens agents and
participating senior eitizens organ-
{zations throughout Michigan.

Nominations must be received by
§ p.m. on Dee. 1 at the maln office of
Cltizens, in Howell, Judging will be
conducted by a special commitlee
com)| of Citizens agents, senlor
citizens and clvic leaders.

“The Concerned Citlzens Awards
program is a worthwhile effort that
will reco mature adults for
thelr contributions to the local com-
munity or neighborhood,”
Farmington HIils resident Ermie
Harwell, advertising spokesperson
for Cilizens, Harwell Is better known
as the radio announcer for the De-
troi Tigers.

To stimulate statewide involve-
ment in the Concerned Citixens
Awards program, Cltizens has dis-
tributed special promotional pack-
ages 1o jts network of 500 agencies
and 600 senlor citizens organizations
In Michigan. The package includes a
newaletter, promotional flyers and a
stand-up display with postage-pald
nomination cards attached for con-
venlent malling.

Politicos
advised to
avoid poles

1t you'ro working on a political
campaign this fall, Detrolt Edison
urges you to stay away from the
poles — the utllity poles, that Ls.
Supporters of political candidates
or Issues should display their aigns
only In approved locations — but
never on electric utility poles.
Hanging campalgn signs — or any
object — on utllity poles could be
dangerous, according to Detroit Edl-

[

Campaign workers who hang aigns

on otility poles may come in direct

contact with an electrical wire or

touch a wire with a ladder they are

using. Serious Injury or death could
t

resul .

Placing signs on utility poles also
can endanger the safety of Detroit
Edison linemen. Nails or other de-
yices used to hang the aigns could in-
j“::k. lineman or interfere with thelr

w

Detrojt Edison suggests Lhat cam-
paign workers follow thelr Jocal or-
dinances when looking for places to
post thelr algns.

The township denied all of devel-
oper Robert Sosnick'a charges In its
response filed In clrcult court. The
response contends that Sosulck has
not pursued remedles at the town-
ship level before filing suit.

‘We don't expect the case to go to
court for nearly a year,” sald Super-
visor Dorothy McIntosh, who has
vowed to flght two sults filed by

ck.

She said township lawyers will
need to line up expert witnesses and
do other legal work before the case
can go to trial.

At stake In the legal battla {5 mg

Orchard Lake, Maple, Farmington
and 14 Mile roads.

Sosnick, who was involved In de-
veloping The Palace, has been been
trying to develop multiple units in
the section. He had once planned to
dﬁ:l‘m a hotel and offices at the
8

SOSNICK'S SUITS, flled in Oak-
land County Circult Court in July,
sought damages In excess of $20,000
from the township, c! g the
townshin deprived him of all the
land’s value and had taken it without

zonlng of the s
portions of section 34, which lie In

" the path of any possible extenslon of

Northwestern Highway. The sectlon,
which bas been called the “golden
triangle” because of Its potentinl
value to developers, Is bounded by

There are single-family homes in
about balf of the sectlon, and the
township wants the remainder devel-
oped for single-family resldences.
There is commercial development
along Orchard Lake foad, and offl-

cials have sald that corridor will
eonu:ue to'see that type of develop-
meal

Sosnlck’s suit comes during a year
in which antl-development sentl-
ment Is strong. The townshlp board
has im a moratorium on bultd-
Ing multiple dwellings while it Is
putting in place more restrictive
20ning ordinances governlog multl-
pledwellings.

ck sult made mention of

+ The Sosal
the political sltuatlon in the town-

ship, sayiog that it “succumbed to
cltizen pressure and had totally abdl-
cated its planning responsibllities to
mob rule.”

THE SUIT SAYS that Organiza-
tions United to Save Our Townshlp
“launched a systematic plan to

harass and intimidate township offi-
cials whom it views as pro-develop-
ment,” as of its strategy to stop
development In the township, The
sult notes that OUST started a recall
drive against four township officials,
charging them with allowing too
much development.

On the recall, the township re-
sponse notes that OUST started a re-
call campalgn, but rejected Sosnlck's
cantention that “such citizen pres-
suse tactics have caused a virtual

nship responds to developer’s suit

which Includes multiple family hous.
Ex and not just single-famlly hous.
8

® The land owners have been
trylng since the early 1980s to have
the zoning for section 34 changed s0
planned unit developments could
take place, but that the township
board has refused.

THE TQWNSHIP RESPONSE
notes that it is changing its rgnhex

0]
and Its planning function.”
‘The Sesnlck suit further charged:
® The township acted to Hmit or

stop further development of multiple
tamily housing.

® That the township’s master
plan calls for a mixture of housing,

governing
dwellings, but that its fallure to
change those ordlnances doesn't con.
stitute a refusal to rezone the prop-
erty.

The response also contends that
Sosnick didn't flled a petition to re-
zone the property until Sept. 16,
1987,
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Come and help us

celebratethe grand
opening of our 39th branch of
Security Bank and Trust at 14 Mile
and Haggery Road.

' . AGrand OpeningSaleata
' bank? What betterwayto
. Introduceyouto allofthe
E products and services
we have to offer. Andto

let you know how
important you are to us.

Sopleasestop inatanyof
oursevenlocations in Oakland
County to openanaccount,

A opplyforaloanoraVisAand
>\  MasterCardcard. Ortogeta
Y free safe deposit box.

‘ﬂ Our Grand Opening speclals
* areoniyavallableuntil
October 21st, butour .
commitment to i
our customers
never ends.

You need allthe
i Securlly you
i can get.
\ .
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SECURITY BANK & TRUST

39465 14 Mile at Haggerty 44325 10 Mile at Meadowbrock 45500 10 Mile at Taft
30400 Telegraph In Bingham 43395 9 Mile at Novi Road 2.1.“151 Bmgcldwln Road ot Wcldoq

30880 Beck Road at Pontiac Trali*

e

" Farms Office Plaza “Bank-A-Matics24 Sarvice svallable in 1989,




