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U . sets tough new woodstove standards

\w..~They apply to new sioves and fire-
knlnuzu d
standards,
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HE US." Envir
Protection Agency bas an-
; pounced Dew regulations
for woodburning stoves
m:n!utured oa or after July 1,
Stoves manufactured after July 1,
1990, will have more stringent stand-
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CURRENTLY uncontrolled stoves
and fireplace inserts give off about
30 grams of particulate per hour.

‘These new 1988 particulate emis-
slon standards nearly match Ore-
gon's standards, which are the strict-
est In the nalion. The 1980 (edenl
standards will supersede

Stoves bullt after July 1, 1988, and
Inped with Y

must not give off more than 5.5
grams per hour of particulate mat.
ter.

Stoves without caulyuc convert-
ers are required to emit not more
lt:&naspmsperhoun of particu-
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The chipmunk carried at least three medium-sized acorns In
his mouth in his tree-climbing hunt.
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, and no state will bc al-
Towed to have less restrictive regula-
tions than the federal standards.

In addition to improving alr quall-
ty, the new woodstove regulations

will benefit the owners of these
stoves In these ways:

The new stoves, because they're
built for greater efficiency, will glve
off more heat than the old models

using the same amount of wood.
Creosote will take longer to bulld

up In the chimney because the ex-

haust is cleaner, This means less fre.

eratlon. Communities have been ex-
perlencing deterioration ln air quall-
ty and reduced visibility resulting
from Increased particulate matter In

quent chimney cleaning and less thealr.
chance of a chimney fire. ® EPA was recently sued over iis
decisfon not to regulate the family of
SEVERAL REASONS were cited compounds knowzn as polycyclic or-
!aruubn.shlng ume new standards: ganlc matter (POM) caused primari-
ly from

nboul meeting the many cnnnlcu.ug
state and local standards {or wood-
stoves and Inserts.

® Many communities have been
baving trouble meeting the new am-
bieat alr quality standards for partl-
culate matter durlng the winter
months when his equipment s in op-

AN INTERESTING sidelight
about these new regulations Is the
proccss through which they were de-

cloped. These regulations were the

llm to be {ully developed uslng the

proms called “regulatory negotia-
tions.”

A npegotlating committee was
formed with representatives from
state and local alr pollution agen-
cles, the Natural Resources Defense
l-‘und environmental groups, wood-
stove manufacturers and research-
ers Lo develop the new standards,

By using the regulatory negotla-
tions process, it Is estimated that
two Lo three years were taken off the
usual development time for new
standi

The Consumer Mailbag an-
swers your questions, Address
mail to The Consumer Mailbag,
Concern  Detroit, One Kennedy
Square, 4th Floor, Detroit, 48226.

Odd—a chipmunk climbing a tree

OST people thelr
possessions and behave
consistently. At break-
fast, for example, cercal

Is in a certain cupboard, frult is on
the connter tx & basket, milk Is In the
refrigerator, and 80 on. Or we follow
a routine upon arriving at work.

As long as eve stays the
=ame, we pay little attention to any-
thing because we have been condl-
tloned to this consistency. However,
if something should be out of place,
2&3( will make us stand up and no-

ce.

PEOPLE WHO walch wildlife
come to expect animals to do certain
things, too.

Chickadecs can be expected to be
one of the first birds to discover a

new feeder. Crab splders lle In walt
for an Insect to land close enough for
an attack,

And ghipmunks are usually scen
on the grmmd — or 50 I thought. My
impresslon of this striped squirrel of
campground fame was a busy,
ground-dwelllng rodeat, It bullds
tunnels to underground chambers
and stores food underground for the

winter, so I thought it should be on
e ground,

But during the past year, I have
seen chipmunks in tree hollows 15
feet high, And just the other day, I
watched one gather acorns from the
branches of an cak about 20 feet up.

The branch it was feeding on was
over water, and occaslonally an
acorn would fall. They sounded like
little bullets entering the waler,

thought, too, of what might hap-
pen 1f the chipmunk accldentally
slipped.

THIS CHIPMUNK was carrying
at least three medium-sized acorns
— one tucked Into cach side cheek
pouch and one in front held by its
incissors.

down the tree and bounced across
the grass to its burrow. Here it
would store the acorns until it awoke
for a mid-winter snack,

Its behavior attracted my atten-
ton because it seemed out of place
w me, though it looked as f the chip-

had been dolng It before,

A woodchuck Is another ground
and underground dwelling animal
that T would not associate with
climbing. Yet [ bave spoken with
many people that have watched
them climb several feet up a tree.

Obviously this kind of behavior fs
not new to the animals, ooly to me.
Watching wildlife can provide per-
sonal discoveries at any time.

 The writer is a naturalist at In-
Oaks County Park.
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