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Jon Houser of North Farmington atiempts to
take control of tho ball while Harrison's Mark

1 tie with the Hawks.

Lebovitz moves up on the play. The Raiders

it rate in Class B

Hawks sti

OU WON'T FIND Farmington Harrison
playing for the Western Lakes Activi-
ties Association boys soccer title Inter
this month.

But the Class B state champlionshlp? That's a
different matter.

It may seem contradictory that the Hawks, who
have no chance In their own league, would be a
contender for a bigger prize.

Harrison, despite a 4-8-1 record, 1s rated No. 5
in the latest stau:wlde coaches poll. But, as para-
doxInal at It might appear, this Is not without pre-

We need only refer to the 1987 season when the
Hawks, who flnished as an also-ran in the rugged
WI.AA, were a Final Four team In Class B,

No doubt this year’s high rating is based, to
some extent, on that performance and the knowl-
edge the Hawks compete agalnst the best through-
out tha regular season.

“I THINK A lot ol It 1s," Harrison coach Glenn
Bruchan sald. “Fmplu bave been saying we bave
a pretty good Class B tea:

"I don't think we're quite as good as last year,
because we have more Inexperienced players. Qur
senlors have been keeping us in there.”

‘Two of those seniors are Thierry Bersot and
Todd Whmemore, both holdovers from the team
that went 5-5-1 In the WLAA and 12-6-2 overall.
They expressed surprise at belng ranked in the

top 10 but can understand why they’re there.
Like coaches around the state, they realize Har-
rison is the lone ‘B’ schoal In a Class A league, one
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By Dan O'Meara
staff writor

An indecisive outcome - a euphe.
mism for a Ue — is always such a
semimuddled, mixed-feeling affair.

Being that there's no clear winner
and loser, each team can point to
certain positives to soften the reality
of its shortcomings.

Such was the case Monday when
Farmin, Harrison and North
Farmington battled {0 a 1.1 draw in
thelr 1988 soccer meeting.

The host Hawks could point to a
defensive effort that stood its ground
time and agaln, but they had to won-
der where the offense had gone.

North had in its favor a relentless
attack that, at least, preveated de-
feat; however, the Ralders might
have asked what a full game played
with that kind of offensive pressure
would have produced.

THE RAIDERS, 0-6-3, dominated
the second half like no tcam has, but

scored a second-half goal Monday to force a 1-

The Dearborn game, in which the deciding goal
was scored with 10 seconds remaining, may be
the best gauge for the '88 ballclub, The Pioncers
are rated No, 4 In the state, one spot ahead of the
Hawks, who beat Dearborn 1-0 a year ago,

In the district tournament last year, Harrison
beat three teams that had far superior records, a
of the differences in regular-season

that is undoubtedly the toughest in the state when

it comes to soccer. includes the Nos. 1
and 2 teams in Class A, Livonla Stevenson and

Plymouth Salem.

"We ve been playing a lot of ‘A’ teams, an:
that’s going to prepare us for the B wumune_nt,"
Bersot zald, “When we start playing ‘B’ teams,
we'll be ready for them.

“If we work bard from here on, we :hou!d be
ready by the time districts come around,” Whit-
temore sald,

BESIDES HAVING a lesser record, the Hawks
are without three outstanding players who domi-
nated the '87 team — former goalkeeper Gary
Wegner, forward Craig Bailey and sweeper Peter
Van Vllet, whose position has taken

competition.

Two of those vanguished foes, Ortonvitle-Bran-
don and Madison Heights Bishop Foley, are rated
No. 2 and 3, respectively.

THE TEAM THAT handed the Hawks a semifi-
nal loss on a cold, rainy night In Oxford Jast No-
vember, East Grand Raplds, is ranked slxth, and
the defendlng state champion, Mount Clemens Lu-
theran North, eighth.

“We're playing much better, 50 l’m hoplnx we
peak out !nr the districts,” Bruehan

The Hawks still have enough velcrans, which
includes elght seniors, to pull it off. Ed Dzyngel, a
midflelder and tri-captaln along with Bersot and
‘Whittemore, is one,

Bruehan added that Whittemore has done an ex-

aver.

“Record-wise, with a few breaks, we would
have been right where we were last year,"
Bruesun said. “J think we had all the bruks last
year.”

That fine Une between the ast and the present
Harrison teams Includes a palr of last-minute, 1-0
losses to Dearborn and Walled Lake Western,

Job of filling Van Vllel's shoes and has
solidifled the defense, which includes senlor Chris
:ocrx. sophomore Jay Boger and freshman Ben

Y,
Bruchan hopes his younger players will be ex-
perienced enough by the time dlstrict play starts
the week of Monday. Oct. 24, to mesh with the
veterans and make possible another impressive
tournament run.

‘soccer’

the defense was nauﬂng short of ter-
riflc for Harrison, 4-8-1.

Besides goalkeeper Grant Hub-
bard, the Hawks got big plays from
Chris Yoerg and Matt Rippen, both
on clearing kicks in front of the goal,
and Jay Boger, who used his body to
make znother save,

“We were lucky to get away with
one,” Harrlson sweeper Todd White
temore said.

It was on an indirect kick result-
ing from a penalty that the Raiders
eventually tled the score, Tim
McMinn angled the pass around his
blockers and Into the corner of the
net with 14:59 left in the game.

““We went to the ball (In the second
balf)," sald North coack Jim Dug-
gan, com, g his team’s play in
the two balvu, “Thot was a major

Harrison-North battle
results in no decision

dulerenee, and we passed the ball to
our own team.

“We didn't come to play in the
first half and it cost us, The first half
was the worst we've played all

THE RAIDERS had chances early
in the game but didn’t take advan-
tage of the numerous times they had
the ball Io froot of Harrison's net.

‘The play eventually shifted in fa-
vor of the Hawks, who led 1-0 at
halftime on Rippen’s goal at 4:55.
Ben Plusky fired 2 shot {rom the left
side, which North goalle Roger John-
son stopped. But Rippen responded
quickly with a rebound shot to the
right, and Johnson was unable to get
back in time,

Johnson was a lonesome player in
the second half, however. The action
stayed within the Harrison 20-yard
line 90 pereent of the time. Johnson
didn't have to make a save in the
first 32% minutes.
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Roy Otani of North redirects the ball with a header as he is
bumped by Harrison’s Todd Boger. The Hawks are 4-8-1, the

Raiders 0-8-3.

Liz DeMattia gave the Marlins first place in the

100-yard butterfly and helped Mercy hold off meels,
Plymouth Canton In a 45-38 victory, The Mar-

Hard-training Marlins
equal to dual-meet task

BILLBRZELERIMMW
lins handed Canton Its first deteat in tour dual

LE CO‘\‘TE A wvlnh
1ub for the couple 1hat

llnmme:mm

* & dual meet agalnst unbeaten Plym-

outh Canton In the evening.

But, all Is well that ends well for
Mercy, rated No. 10 In Class A. The
Marling xurvived everything thrown
at them and emerged with a down-
tothe-!me‘dsssvlcwty

Mercy fa in the middle of what
lwimluml “bell week” ~- a pe-
riod of intensive midseason
— and McClune, due to a scheduling
mlnn,nm'uym the Chlefs were

do some . hard training,” sald
McClune, who conducted a two-hour

morning session and oversaw an ad-
ditional 2%-bour practice in the af-
ternoon.

“IT GAVE ME the opportunity to
mhowuwghtha girls could be. I
‘wasn't golng to change my schedale,
30 I thought we'd see bow they could
do on an hour’s rest.

Canton coach Hooker Wellman

but we have too many sick kids.”

The Chiefs, 8-1, have a key West.
ern Divislon dual meet Thursday
with Nortbville, and eompeung
against a team o{! Merey's ca
was good preparation, nemrdlu to
Wellman.

“We just want to get bealthy

agaln,” be said. “I'm not real disap-
polnted. They're ranked In the state,

By Dan O'Mears tipped his hat to Meclune. lhuug,h ha

statf writer also would like to by
S — S el

ercy swimmers will | of illnesses prevent it.

excuse coach Chuck McClune if his ’w’mm’n! Nt “He planned it real well,” Well-

, methods seem cruel, man said. “He was able to get
McClune put the Marlins through  on the horizon untll last Friday. through both things; he got In a good
. two rigorous workouts Tuesday and, “I thought we had 10 dlyn when1 workout and won the meet. If we '~
alter all that, sent them out to swim could beat the girls up real bad and  were able to do It, we would bave, ELKMONT - An o

alternative for
the Emily of spa-goer.
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SAVE ON THESE
BRAND NAME HOT TUBS
AT FACTORY DIRECT PRICES

Kohler ® Fountain Vailey # Dimension One
Grecian ® PDC # Camp Haven Saums

Three Convenient Locations:

Southfield
29504 Northwestern Hu\
ﬂ d‘e Sunset

TELEGRAPH I N

S MILE

14825 Tr:l lI‘lh Road
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IO~8 M-Sare S\l.ln 12-5
5381200
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+$3,000 value
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Wk also have great deals on solariums, saunas, and gazcbos, Silk flowers on display from the Silk Ganden.




