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$100,000

Artist wins National Parks award

By Corinne Abatt IMMONS -
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She had won the $100,000 grand  [NARCHI WA
prize in the Art for the Parks com- :

petition. Her paloting was chosen

mmnnemuzssommmpnm ONALD L BUMEL
oﬂhlgwuntryu ot ut,ll::dq‘ﬂg- RIEN - ?
)¢ ¢S3enCe amn VY 0 1] y .
National Park System. v L IOHN BN AHAN
“1 dldn't know anything whenwe RIS NTR]JHRTALS [AUE:Y

{she and ber husband, Gene) went
there, It was totally a secret. Al T
knew was that I was one of a hun-
dred {finolists,” she sald, adding
that ahe considered herself very
fortunate to have made I¢ that far,
“I really thought the winner would
be a park-type situation.”

HER ACRYLIC painting, “Re-
membrance,” showing a section of
the Vietnam War Memeorial with a2
single rose lald across it, 15 a dectd-
ed departure from the expected
herd of moose, single bald cagle

¥+ JACK WOLTE
1OLS -

SE R KIMELER
‘LETON - RALPHC
S+ KENNETH R B

0 LOH <R ANELL -

FRANK | DEMARCO - CEQORGE | € Aty
UDONNIE O HILL - ALBERT C HORACL &

PETER S MARTINEZ - REID M AMAY L o
1 ORGE ECAHILL *NICKROTEAS R PALUABL
" LLROY SPILLER
NMICHALLTAL
UG

SSEATATLOR RUBERT £ THC
TOM | BAGINSTOSN IOHN Y
CAENJAMIN D COY e RiC k-
YELL: TALPH A KNIGHT TERRENC

AGUAR  JACK I MAGUIRE ROBER?
IHNSON Ji - EUGIND C PACHECO ¢

- HARVIE C SMITH » CHARLESD T

LLIAMS - ROSS WWOOD Jr - [ R)

@ S KU - LAWRENCE G GRASS - CU
P ’MON LAWRENCE R MOYER - DAR

.GI:. . “ 7S Ir - RICHARD ROCKENSTYRE (¢
JAMES ! CL, OENNIS [ GARBLRT MATTHEW
MILO P JOHNS( N - ROBERT D JOHNSON - DUNA
DENNIS W LUGAR - EDWARD L OTT 1il - GARY K RA
ROBERT R SWAN - ERNEST TATNEY Jr - TINUTHY BC
JERRY BELEY *BILLY JOE BENNETT - WILLIAM G BEN!
ANES R D

A
-

UDEL COLLINS - JAMES L DANIEL )
JOHNNIE L GARNER JON § CIORGIANNI RC | GRE
JOHN D HEFLIN - MICHAEL FHOLSTIUS * JOHN 1110
JAY D JOHNSON - ARTHUR W REINHARDT - ALLAN (]

TERRYVIEACH  \MALLIE LLICHITARN  ARLICT R IV

DIIANE BUﬁLEBDN/l

Whife she [s known for her portraits, Rita Skoczen palnts other
subjects as well — and very successfully as evidenced by her

national award.

Rita Mach Skoczen knew she had to do this palnting as soon as she visited the Vietnam

soaring or big horned sheep against
a mountaln skyline, However, all of FPANK D CEORGE »
the jndgu sald the Impact of Skoc. OV -
zen's painting was overwhelming. =
“T went lo m the Memorial in
Washin C., three years ago”  gemorial in Washington, D.C.

gton,

she sald. “T wu v:ry interested in
seeing it. Belng a traditionalist, I
wasn't sure I'd like jt, but It had
such an impact on.me that Tknew I
was golng to do something on it. I
think it's the greatest memorial
ever bullt.”

Skoczen sald she had several ide-
as for palntings, and threw all but
the simpllest out, sensing Immedi-

ately that it was the one she must
use,

“SELF-DETERMINED AND
scll—lnu]ht," Skoczen describes
berself as “a very determined art-
bly because her
ove ln u-t educa-

ist,” more so
mother didn't

tion, 50 she only managed to study carlier this yea

art for about a year and a half. Art

Her vemumy, however, showed

represented In reglosal jurled
shows.

Skoczen basn't given much
1hought to what she will do with the
money, she sald. Right now we is

est represeatational art contest In -
the world. The contest and the art -
works gencrated from the contest -
rajse money for the maintenance -
and preservational of natiopal -
parks.

Last year’s winner was Richard
Schmld of Evanston, I, whose

hias been an important part of her  up when her palnting of flowers  enjoying the wonder and excl
1lfe since she was a child. wop first prize In the 1985 Artsand ~ ment of being a winner in the ﬂnl
Skoczen, a realist, Is perhaps  Flowers competition at the Detralt national competition ahe ever en-
best known In this area for her por-  Institute of Arts, She s @ member
traits, severnl of which were ina  of the Blrmingham Soclety of, This Arts for the Parks contest,
Women Palnters and is often 3

show at the Palnt Creek Art Center

now In its second year, Ls the larg:

painting was titled, “Mountaln
Stream.” |

JERRY ZOLYNSKY/staft photographer

Ida Hohmeyer tioats her fanciful symbols on a rich painterly
ground that may vary from soft pastel to vibrant oranges and

purples.

Fanciful imagery to savor

By Corinne Abatt
staff writor

Ida Kohmeyer’s art will make you smile. Guar-
anteed, Not a flat, complacent, bored smile, but
one that starts from within and makes your whole
face justkind of . . . relax.

Now in her carly 70s, Rohmeyer is a veritable
institution in her hometown of New Orleans, But
ber art travels far beyond that — to museums
such as the Metropolitan Museum of Art, galler-
ies, major corporate collections and just now to
Robert Kidd Gallery of Blrmingham,

“I've been trying to get her to have a show here
for four or five years,” said Ray Fleming, direc-
tor, “but she never had any work available. Then,
o while back when I talked to her, she sald, ‘Well,
1 ::d Im"vc seven paintings,” and F sald, ‘That'sall 1
need?

‘The show of these plus some sculptures that are
really an extension of her acrylics on canvas
opens at Kidd Gallery tomorrow with a reception
from 6-8 p.m., open to the public.

‘And while the attractlve artist — who Fleming
sald sounds lke a 30-year-old on the phone —
may spead a great part of her non-painting time
in her rose garden, she's far from your average
garden-variety painter. She has a highly lndlvidn-
a) vizlon that allows her to refise symbols, ldezs

and concepta Into ac almost childlike

IMAGES SEEM to float on her canvasses like
those things that appear when you awaken from a
quick, sound sleep — jagged arrows, plok and
bluc clouds, triangles with recceding centers,
vortexes and vaguely familiar outlines.

She has an alphabet of shapes and symbols that
she keeps modllyinz and reusing. What could be a
strawberry is roughly square in one painting, and
may be rounded off in the pext or elongated in
still another,

‘Where a decade or ga back she slotted each im-
age Into a place 1n a grid formation, these days
she lets them float without structural confines,
although they still seem to know thelr place, But
they are far more free to arrange and rearrange
themselves llke organlsms on a slide under a mi-

croscope,

Whether ¢ is the influence of the colors of the
roses in her garden or an inbom sense of color,
Kohmeyer mixes rich, sensual ba on
whlchtophcehcrmto( innate characters.

SHE grew up In affluent surroundings
and exccllnd In Just about everything she tried at
Newcomb College, she wasn't content to remaina
dilettante for long.

‘While ralsing a family, she completed ber mas-

Whether it is the influence of the
colors of the roses in her garden
or an inborn sense of color,
Kohmeyer mixes rich, sensual
backgrounds on which to place
her cast of innate characters.

ter's in art at Tulane and later went to Province-
town, Mass, to study with Hans Holmann. She
came under Mark Rothko's spell when he came to
Newcomb in the late '50s.

In 1982 she was Invited to do a sculpture for the
New Orleans Central Business District. The re-
sult, “The Krewe of Poydras,” five brightly paint- -
ed, welded-steel sculptures, bas given a new di-
mension and strong Identification to the entire

Her palntings and sculpture will continue al"-
Kidd Gallery through Nnv 5, Houn are 10:30 am.’.
€0 5:30 p.m. Tuesday-Sa

Texas soprano suprised to be in ‘Baby Doe’

By Mary Jane Doerr
spacial writer

‘When soprano Cheryl Parrish sang
Sophle in “Der Rosenkavaller” with
Dame Xirl Te Kanawa at the San

Lu-
dnno Pavarotti In a ‘“Live
from Lincoln Center” b‘rg:d.ldun.

“] thought ho was joking.” she sald
at the Michigan Opera Theatre’s De-
trolt offices. “I think It was then that

my parents {inally caught on —
maybe I way u-.rlonl about this.”

Parrish I3 In lown for

{Baby Doc), who was, by 19th centu-
ry Colorado terms, a ravishing beau-
ty.

“She waxn‘t buquul by today's

d Parrish, who has

been reading lhn tirsthand gecounts
about Baby Doe. “She was reddish
blond and very chunky with mystical
blue eyes that penctrated everyone
she looked at.”

THE SCANDALOUS, turn-of-the-
century story of Baby Doe and her
/| ce Tabor Is a
legend out of the real West, It I told
b Douglas

of 'Ballad of Baby Doe,” which
opens at the Fisher Theatre Friday.

ppearance.
mhhvmdolu"NauntyerM-
ta” in New York this month, she ls
pow completely absorbed in
role, one bever sung,

4
Moore in this opera, which prem-
lered in Oentnl City, the site of

Baby Doe
When her ublnd, Harvey Doe,
left her hmpl.ng a lnln, Baby
Doe was to make her own
way m.:td w:'l_ to mﬂvilla. where
npaa picks up
the action at this point and takes the

story on through Tabor’s death,

'Whm the opera premiered In
1950. there were rumors that Baby
's daughter, Elizabeth, showed
np at tha opera lneo(nl ," Pu-ruh
sald, "Bnlnoouakmw

Her casual manner contrasts with her
meticulous appearance. Fresh from
doing “Naughty Marrietlta” in New
York this month, she is now
completely absorbed in this role, one
she has never sung.

glit. At 22, she was pregnant and yet

she worked the Central City mine.”
Baby Doe's life ended In tragedy,

She was never able to get mpport m

start up the Matchless Mine In Lea

ville after Tabor’s death. &a lived in

abject poverty there

du!.h in 1935,

killed by one of the miners, In Lead-
ville they had random shootings.”
The authenticity of the o

TABOR SHOCKED Denver and
ashington soclety when be di-
von:cd his wife, Augusts, and mar-
ed Baby Doe. Thelr fortune lasted Ty also is shown by the
nnul the economic eounple of 1898.  the Cornish people, who were
Willlam Jennings an took up  brought to to minlog camps all over
the cause of the Colorado silver min-  Ametica for their skill In mapping
ers, the Ixsue of free colnage of sil-  mines.
ver, in his “Cross of Gold" in
1898, but lost the election. With his “BABY DOE'S family was also
wealthy, but had been wiped oot
fire, Parrish sald. “They
were Irish Immigrants who settled
In Oshkosh, Wis, She married the son
-of the town's mayor who gave them
the Colorzdo mine for a wedding

ened to

of Leadville,” Parrish said. “He was
worth $52 miilion st the time of the
" opera. 3he was afrald he would be

ineless woman, Even though she
was llnyllbeoh]eetolm:bc
husband’s
mmrywlhemdo!bernle."
THE ROLE of Baby Doo fs chal-
lenging in & and prowess.
It tuturxel‘lve mlo lopr::g
arlas — ow, the Letter Pari
the Silver arias, &' duct with her CneTviPamish
mother.';:d a :rh, “Always
mnrhlmmmlnt.hcup with a rock gospel group, she Is too:
m:‘;u. up to a high D, and uh-urbﬁdb{:hembynoemwm:
oon there,” Partish  tomentlon
eePs Jou P “T wonder if T could get out to Cal-:
ln July 1988, Open News cited mdﬂhhyurwvhllmhbor()p-:
Pm'uhnwo to “keep your era House ess Mine,”:
eye on.” mummo«ammg mnld."ﬂowdeepBImel-
minister who once toured the world in December?™ :




