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& Even !hmxh it Is less than three
Zjnches tall, the small housa calls out
sdor luenuun. it Is a replica of &
home In Englacd once lived in by the
Jereator of Peter Rabbit, Flopsy,
-Mopsy, Cottontall and a host of other
;pames of fleld and forest.
she settled down In

plcked an old house made of local
stone and slate In which to write and
mm:am her popular children's

Lane began to make miniatures of
old English dwellings, It settled on
the Potter home as one of its collec-
tors’s ltems, Aloog with Its many
other bulldings, Lilliput has come up
with one of the more popular collecs
ti{bles todny.

The company has also begun to
turn out a collection of German
tructures of the past and (s contem-
lating the production of replicas of
' American bufldings,

Ex

REPRESENTATIVE of !hl.s
ving industry recently pald a vis-
t to Georgla's Gift Gslllery in Plym~
outh to talk about these minial

When a British firm called Lilliput * 108

President of the American outpost of
LAlliput, Roger Fitneas, worked with
{ine bone china and glass before join-
ing Liitiput after its founding in
1082,

He pleked up a'replica of a Ger-
man rathaus (city ball) , and exa-
1t than

mined & er e
Potter home, it was notable for Its
red tile roof. These tiles were 2o
small that they must have been
made by someone with the hands of
asurgeon and the eyunhlnwk.

“Every one of these tiny red
was cut by hand and then placed on
the roof, one by one, by an artist us-
an |nstrument similar to the plck
favored by dentists” said Fitness jin
an accent splendidly British. “It
takes weeks for the artist to tile one
of these roofs. Some have over
10,000 tiles.”

Fitness knows that the popularity
of these miniatares is due (o the ex-
traordinary detail with which the
models are made. For example, each
of the five front windows of the
Beatrix Potter home has 12 minls-
cule panes of what looks like glass.
The quarter-Inch doors of a shed at
the side of the house have wee
Iatches.

A HOME IN YORK has leaded

and mullioned windows that brought

“plenty of light inside for the spinners

who worked In the house, A cottage
found In the Lakeland countryside ia
whitewashed and bas 2 wavy roof of
heavy split stone, and a small Victo-
rian dwelling in Westmorland added
a conservatory at the side, A bright
red Virginia creeper grows outside.
In fact, moat of the Lilliput bulldings
are surrounded with follage. -
Lilliput's collectlon of old homes,

- cottages, inns, pubs, churches, res.
tiles

taurants, mills and shops offer a use-
{ul study of the architecture as well

as the buudlnx methods and utylu of
l.ho ritlsh past.

‘The miniatures are constructed of
materin] developed by artist David
‘Tate, founder of the company, Made
of amorphlte, it consists of especlal-

ard gypsum rock. It is breakable

'hyulluswmnnhlmbeumellha

hard, dense material,

‘What may be the best job in the
company Ls the one that takes an em-
ployce and sometimes the president
himself to byways and back country
roads of Great Britain to look for
bulldings with the kind of charm that
will attract collectors,

“They are often found in narrow
lanes, or tucked In a corner some-
where,” sald Fitness, who has done

'Down the lane

some searching himsell. “U:
they are buuurully maintained by
owners, who are proud of ownlng a
howc that is hundreds of years old.

ten the gardens are immaculate,
‘“J‘he company asks on to
add the house to its collection, but it
doesn’t pay them. They are hnppy to
have the plece done. But they don't
want us to tell where it is. That
‘would spoil thelr tranquility.”

Secrecy is necessary because in
pany has built up
English collectors club to about
l5000 members, making it one of
the largest clubs mvo!ved In collecti-
bles in a country that s extrordlnari-
1y craft minded. (’l‘bcre is also a club
in Canada and a fast growing one in
this country) If these members
started making pligrimages to the
originat hnusaln thelr collections, 1t
might well disturb the owner’s u-nn-

quillty.
After a bullding is selected, it is
phnwgnphed in great detall. "nun
the original models is sculpted in
speclal wax we  develo; our-
selves,” explalned Fitness, “With
tiny, tiny tools, the artists carve the
mode! from a hard block of wax.
They have to get every last deti! into
the model because after the original
model is done, there can't be any

A\
ART EMANUELE/#1T photographer

Roger Filness holds a German rathaus {city hall), the roof of
which has over 10,000 tiny red tiles, individually set In place by

an artist.

more detail. Then it must be scrutl-
nized by members of the company.
Each plece may have a dlfferent
palnter so they may vary stightly.”
The Englizh love these replicas of
d treasured coltages and other
hulldlngs because they are part of
thelr herlhgc, Fimaa sald. To
Americans, they also bave similar
appeal.

Diane Gamble, who came from
Mt. Clemens to Plymoulh to talk to
the English vialtor, is one of them. “1
lmve always loved English history

nd architecture. 1love English any-
unng 1 love to read their history.
‘These pleces are unique in thelr de-
u\u.k entirely dlffercnt,” she re-
marl

SHE ADDED A flnancial note, “If
they have pleces that they retire, I
bet that in two or three years they
double or triple In value. The only
way to get one then I8 to go through
someone wiillng to sell.”

At Georgla's Glit Glllery. the cost
of the smallest Lilliput ltem s
$21.50 for Bridge House, while the
largest, more elaborate Tudor Court
sells for $294.95.

The gallery Is currently kicking
off with the sale of a Christmas
house called Park Hall, sald
Michella Suttle, who with ber
brother Livonlan Michael McCarty
owns the ahop. Covered with snow,
Deer Park Hall is a copy of a bome
made of cak and brick that is set Ina
herringbone pattern.

in to murmurings of a magical place

». Mona Gripgison

T column {3 being written by a co!-

“league, Sarah Wolfe, a Livenia
wr(ter whose mystery-suspense

“Long Chain of Death,”

 was pubusbed in 1687, She iz cur-

ently at work on another book,

‘THEN I was a graduate
student at the Unlversi-

ty of Michigan's School

of Library Sclence, a

guest lecturer ventured the oplnion

that most lbrarlans were people

~who had worked in some other pro-
”fession flrst, and then, when they had

“falled or become disillusloned with

that as ehl!duu wcy had found 1i-
;braries to be comfortable, safe ha-
.vmslowhlch they now, In the face
"of fallure or unhappiness, wished to

return, L
1 bave no way of knowing whether

book bréak

his theories were mppvmd by facts
or merely oplnion,

But In my case, it Is certalnly true
that I bad had a previous profession
that I did not find altogether satis.
factory, It s also true that the M-
brary I used ln my childhood seemed
like a warm retreat where a child
'was welcome to linger and explore.

WHEN 1 am asked how or why [
became a wriler, I try to give a
meaningful answer, but in the back
of my mind I know that the small
town library with which I grew vp
!i::mu much {o do with It'as any-

’y . b

‘The adult reading room was all
pale oak and bright overhead lights,
The stacks for adults were on two
levels, with the second level over-
looking the circulation desk and only
&n anclent iron grillework to keep

BUT THOSE places were the

‘When [ am asked how province of aduils, and it was only
with a kind of awesome daring thata
orwhy 1became a child ventured [oto them,

writer, 1 try to give a " u:o ﬁmm r%ad‘l:z dmrgx“x; zaa
e e ation
meaningful answer, desk, and it was panelled in dark
but in the back of my wznimﬁo 1{1:? the refuge of mlz]z: baro-
mind I know that the olal over. Three walls were
cov with books, while windows
small-town library with 1 (ve fourth wall overlooked the
which I grew up has as m-_‘r': pll::.l tnot, 100, and

e tables were walnul , B
much to ¢{o with it as the chalrs — everything dark and
anything. wa{:hnwai a summer night or a

— mother's hug.

Sarah Wolf I spent a great many hours in that
rary, , reading, develop-
the unwary {rom falling to the floor Ing the sense I've hiad ever since that

ow.

The stairs to that redoubtable
place were circular, the' fiest circu-
lar stairs I had ever scen, and they
creaked, as did the wooden floora,

B
libraries are Intriguing places where
the wizdom of the ages, all the
thoughts that anyone has ever ex-
pressed, all the stories that anyone
has ever told, lle In walt {o be dis-

covered and discovered and discov-
ered agaln by each pew reader.

A WRITER {diend shares simllar

from her
though ber local library was quite
dlffcrent.

Hers was the McGregor Branch of
the Detroit Publlc Library, a build-
ing she remembers as huge and glo-
rious, having massive columns, echo-
ing marble floars, rich dark oak, and
room after room of books, Such a
marvelous bullding could only bave
the purpou of contalning extraordl-

Bo(h of us understand :vmpleuly

LheyoungAd.we Melk in “Th
Name of the Rose.”

‘When he confronts the first library
he bas ever seen, he ves It was

a “place of long, centuries-old mur-

Pleasaturn to Page 4

Select roperties from Re

R R RIS AR AR

AR SRR 0 PR TR

2»5-:-.&-&«:1

places.
4771111,

basamant, finlshed
Land contract tems. A misl ses

* 22011 inkster,

NEUTRAL DECOR colonial with finkshed baserent, il ap-
PRaNCe PACKags, therma windows, bay window In dic
Ing toom, central air, sprinkser system. $373,600. 477-111%, .
A

v o8
I.onn—.
acoees, Famity room,
lwlﬂclﬂl

e

hﬁnﬂn.“i\
Tiespiece, 15t foor leundry, ll'ﬂm

LATHHUP VILLA(‘-E 559 2300 + FARMINGTOR 477-111% « BLOOMFIELD HILLS 6444700 - \‘IEST BI_OOMFIELD Fod

ITON
33208 Oakland, $99,800
33709 Grand River, $127,000
20818 Nine Mae Rd., $47,500
FARMINGTOM HILLS
zsmmmpm $108,000

finlehed walk-Oul basement with kiichen
fot with stream, $150,900 851-1000 (8I1L)

DEARSOAN
24171 Princoton, $49.000
DETROIT

18813 Freeland, $22,000
17135 Washburn, $20,500

859-2300
8592300
4771111
4771311
AT 1111

ATT-1111

197 Balisbury, §
29178 Ok Polm-o:. lﬂl 000
178 Parklane, $1

WN.N-OU'I’ BASEMENT, mmmm
location. Four
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Iecad yard can ba enjoyed from the deck. $77,900, 8511900, {OLE)

NORTHVILLE
18181 Homer, $182,900
OAK PARX

24100 tthaca, $48,000
PONTIA

B8 Beacinwooda, $34,000
'REDFORD
18772 Impecial Hwy., $34.00¢

HMMHNCI‘.W.SM

Hi
34524 Sanbum, $86,900
CONDOMINIUMS

FARMINGTON HILLS
%Mbbwod Club Dr,, $179,000477-

e
$50-2200
539-2300
-1
A77111

aurens wr.mou Vatur troon and a
SovAbed wilk o 31451300, 551-8000. AN
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AT7-11

ALMOST NEW! 3 car garage, % acre lots in & very presth-
oo b

and ful bath, treed

speclous bedrooms. Southern exposure. $322,000.

851-1000. (RAM)
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