.Next Murphy goal: home rule

v
.

By Tim Richai
stal wriler

County home rule 1s on Dan Mur-
phy’s agenda for 1989,

“I'm golng to work on petitioning
for home rule In the next four
years,” said Murphy, who has been
Qakland County’s only executive

., sincetheolfice was created In 1974,

. breal
election to a flith term.
* kland

I Murpby, 64, a

“It's the only way to go," sald
who Isn't

The Board of
Commissioners is ‘too
big. It should have
seven members, max.
There would be no

oo hard as he seeks re.

voters used a general

. state law called PA 139 In setting up

an elected executive, who draws up

% the budget and operates all depart-

ments not under another clected of-

., Hlecer such as the prosecutor or clerk,

-

Murphy wants to go beyond that,
to write a home-rule charter glving
Qakland greater power to organize
its own affairs. So far, only Wayne
County bas a home-rule charter.

MURPHY HAS some specific
changes in mind:

@ The Road Commission would
become part of general county gov-
ernment, the exccutive operating it,
the county board bandling the budg-
et. Then the public would know
who's In charge.

@ Ditto with the draln commis-

. sloner, “The county should have all

P TR

The Oakland County Road Com-
mission budget Is $60.4 million for
the fiscal year that started Oct. 1.

The (hree-member board

las!
. week approved it in substantially thu

form submitted by managing direc-
tor John L. Grubba.

It includes $44.8 million for opera-
ting and $15.5 milton for road im.
provements, including both contrac-

Walter Toche Construction Co. of
Wizom s apparent low bidder for a
$10.8 million upgrndlngu:a! the [-698

iltees on the
board. The executive
would operate by
sitting down with the
whole board a couple
of times a week.’
— Daniel T. Murphy
Oakland County executive

works agencles — sewers, roads,
public works — under a single core.

think the draln commissioner
should be folded into the DPW, not
an elected DPW director.”

® The Board of Cammluloners
would be reduced from the current
27 members. “It's too blg It should

{or and rights of way p

have seven members, max. Big
countles — bigger than ours — oper-
ate with less than seven members.
““There would be no committees on
the board. The executive would oper-

“ate by silting down with the whole

board a couple of times a week. The
rd probably would be full time.”

‘Road budget approved

“We reviewed written and oral
suggestions made at our Avg. 15
publle hearing,” sald OCRC Chalr-
man Fred

for partially 1
projects and funds to pay vendors
for work they have completed but
lm;dwhlch they have not yet been
pald

Hills,

“The flnal budget,” sald Grubba,
“reflects some intemal reorganlza.
uon and the classle carry-over of

The change moves
the risk management function from
the planning section to the offlce of
the managlng director. It will come
under Brent O, Bair, recently named

and thelr

M-10 (Northwestern Freeway) south-
bound from Beck Road to I-696; and

freeway in

Department of Transportation said,
The project covers 2.5 miles from

Franklin Road west to Lahser Road;

M-10 from the Rouge River Bridge
d 1-696.

Work wlll include construction of
grading and dralnage structures,

concrete pavement and shoulders,

deputy director.

-Toebe to do 1-696 upgrading

medlan barier, lighting, traffic aig-
nals, signing and widenlng of two
bridges.

Completion is scheduled for the
end of 1989, MDOT said.

‘Tocbe was lowest of eight bldders.

/Is'/l/f

\.,—-

@

= -5

N

(e pros

watid thivagh Qe
«Xlayisnum list

reulat vond ¢ enplete ehissos inelode s and ke
e ot Onder s Neelier desasnis apply.

Bu\ acomplete pair of plasses at regular price and gt a second pair
ond e fronoxr taggad Great Pair Collection.
Ollet inclusdes most simgle s ision and Litocal prosaanpio

bur 31, 1988 at panticipuing Pe
TN e SR Tints, LV N

s, e ens aesuitions apply.

 ailabie ot
SRV

L_----—--------u

NOBODY CARES FOR EYES MORE THAN PEARLE.

ROSEVILLE LIVONIA BIRMINGHAM uADISOH HEIOHTG OA‘HDEN CITV
FS oo ﬁmm&g :7’:‘"0“'0' op :u| 1 o-qi:vu Road m:!irun au-n
78240 Gratiot Road soren m
DEARBORN HOUTNFKELD REDFORD
Pﬁ&nx ::':SE“ 20 g’fw’:qwm Ave. o Beoia Hoad :a's‘“m"&n Rosd
=3Aooacmmaua 'an Dyke el ;
8  LIVONIA ANN ARBOR TAYLOR

e, Agons ams,o, S mamoc, |
srem e ose ’I{‘.‘,&"‘ i anooa 59111 seps72 H

ANT! ILLE ALLEN PARK WEST BLOOMRIELD <
i o g "mm%,: I;%I:::: ?of::.%l?afo 10505 Soumhiwid foas :;1‘!’1 ommg&u Rosd g
@S o il 83-3520 312-510 2314004

A CAREER county offlcial, Mur-
phy has been clerk/register of deeds
and chalrman of the board of audi-
tors prior to hls election as exccu-

ve.

A blunt spoken man, Murphy con-
stantly uses the phrases “sit down
and talk” and “make it happen” In

.approaching problems. He comes

from the moderate wing of the
Grand 0)d Party, the one that often
sees government as a tool of growth
rather than as an ogre.

Olten he s at odds with Draln
Commissloner George W. Kuhn, an-
other Republican, Kuhn, rather !hnn
seeing his office absorbed by the ex-
ecutlve, would rather consolldate
public works and drain functions un-
der himself as an elecled public
works commissioner.

That Murphy-Kuhn battle has
been a standoff. Over the years,
Murphy has velocd several county
board reselutlons favorable to Kuhn
and has made the vetoes stick,
though sometimes by narrow mar-
glns, In the same time, Murphy has
been unable to persuade the state
Leglslature to let his offlce absorb
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charter

the drain commissioner.

LIKE THE PRESIDENTIAL cam-
paign, which to most voters Is a
yawoer, the county exzecutive race
has yet to heat up.

No one has set up a debate be-

ween hlm and Democratic challeng-
er William G. Wolfram, who shares
muy of Murphy's views on home

"'l'h! road {ssue, until four or five
months ago, was the big one. I was
golng to meetings every day,” said
Murphy.

Whether one took a formal poll or
just listened at lunch counters, roads
and trafflc were Qakland’s top coun-
ty issve. In June the county board
voted to place on the Nov. 8 ballot
the only local option road-funding
plan available under state law — a
§25 per vehlcle fee for 10 years to
raise $20 milllon a year.

“Slnce that $25 fee came up, I ha-
VEI’:‘ been called at all,”” Murphy
sald.

THE FEE i3 a bad plan, sald Mur-
phy, elting his poll:

® The vehicle fee Is su; by
79 per-

L. (The question was asked with a
$30 figure, but be thinks the results
aren't changed appreclably by the

lzsﬂguregm
oA 2 property tax
ported by 21 percent, npwued by 76
percent.

® A two-cents fuel tax, bowerer,
is supported by 55 percent,

opposed
by 43 percent. But that option isn't
available. The state Legislature and
Gov, James J, Blanchard want to re-
serve that tax for state government.

By bringing road functions under
genera) county government, Murpby
8ald he would have better tools for
controlling growth in sparsely popu-
lated areas,

“We need to convice the local
units (which control zoning and
building permits) that they're part of
a team. Then we can make sure the

should help with the roads,” be zaid,
endorsing the concept of develop-
ment impact fees.

African hunger talks open to public

The public may watch a Live satel-
lite teleconference on hunger in Afrl-
ca next Monday, Oct. 17, on the Au-
burn Hills Campus of Qakland Com-
munity College,

The telecast, “Food Security with

a Focus on Africa,” runs from noon
until 3 p.m. on the campus, at 2800
Featherstone west of Opdyke. For
reservations and  directions, call
OCC at 471-7682.

Speakers will Include a United Na-
tions official and the assistant to the

administrator of the U.S. Agency for
International Development,

One conlining education credit is
available to di social work-
ers, clergy and bome
participating In the conference.

Precious Moments...
Handsome Rewards
Greenstone's stocks over 200
styles of classic men's and Iadlies’
tmepioces — featuring one
of the nation's largest sclections
of Rolex — the standard of
elegant timekeeping. Pictured
watches from $750, Ocher
selections available from $100.
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