Divorce:

lonely

‘way down road

N RECENT months J have wit-
nessed too many divorces. 1
have seen {00 many divistons
zmong family members. Even

(n mid-America, alienation is on the
march,

A year ago I gathered with a fami-
1y around a hospital bed, A family

, member was dying, The family hnd

all taken turns staying with this per-
son, The woman dled, surrounded by
love,

Many are not so fortunate. There
are old and i1l people who face such
a loog crisls almost alone, They
scem {o belong to no one.

ALIENATION occurs when we
are no longer special people connect-

ed to familiar places and familiar -

people.

We sce this happening as a family
goes through divorce. Homes are
p. Children will not speak
with one of thelr parents. Trust and
openness  are destroyed. Family
members become Isolated physical-
1y, emotionally and spiritually.

Karl Marx believed that the
source of alfenation was economle,

* He deseribed it as the experience of

| clse,

“my means of !lfe belong to someone

&hnun?n power rules over, every-
’l’h!s cin be true In a capltalistic
and a sociallstic soclety.

WE WONDER why so
Americans will not vote for a pml o
dent Nov. 8. It is largely becausel
they befieve Lhat neither candidate
will beneflt their miserable lives,
They feel outside mainstream socl-

ety.
The ultimate source of alienation
is not economic, but rellglous. It is

God who proclaims that he will pev- -

er desert us no matter what we do. It
is God who reconciles differences,
God Is the source of the power o be-
long and to reconcile.

The gradual destruction of the
human spirit Is described by the fa-
mous Czechoslovakian playwright
Vaclav Havel:

“It hos something to do with the
the fact that we live In the {irst athe-
ist civilization in human history.
Pcople have ceased to respect any
so-called higher metaphysical values

. 1 am referring to whatever Is
absolu(e. transcendental, suprahn-
man.

“These

e e ——
moral
o, 5«] perspectives
i i .
' Rev. David
* Strong

"~

horizon for people, but now they
have been Jost. As soon as humanlty
declared Itself to be u:e supreme
ruler of the universe at

t thal
, movement, the world began to lose

its human dimension.”

Havel describes how he sees this
allenatlon affecting the life of his
people. He calls it “a state of perma-
neot humiliation.”

WHAT CAN change this?0nly be-
lief in & God who cares will coun-
teract such forces in the world.

‘When I sce people unwilling or un-
able to heal a broken relationship, I
wonder: Do they believe In a God
who forgives and heals broken lives?

Do they not understand that genu.
ine reconcillation brings about a
deeper love and understanding than
was there before the rift? Will we
oot grasp the healing power that is
avallable?

Reconciliation s difflcult. I¢ re-
quires our most mature human ca-
pacitles. It also requires a bellef that
deep down in the nature of Hfe itsclf
is God's uitimate power of healing.

The Rev. David Strong {s pas-

my desires are the
possession of, someone clse and an

tions once represented a support, a

tor of St. ’s United Meth-
odist Church in Livenia,

11:00 a.m, Mass
12:00 noon Coffee, Donuts
12:30 p.m. Presentation
and Gmpus Tour
12:00 noon-4:00 p.m.
The Pope John Paul I
Memorabilia Exhibit at the
Campus Art Gallery

Saint Mary’s Preparatory of Orchard Lake
cordially invites you to an OPEN HOUSE

on Sunday, October 16, 1988

St. Mary's Preparatory is Michigan's only

Catholic All-Boys College Prep School.

We have a boarding program (35,500

annually) and a day program (2,975
annually). Quahl‘ccr

) ethnic, religious and racial back-

If you are unsble to attend but are interested in further information,

please call Mr. Larry Reeside - Principal at 683-0530.

students of all

grounds sccepting Our pro-
grams of academic, reli-
gious, cultural and so-
cml preparations

w 31¢ accepted.

Monday, October 10, 1988 OLE to)irc

An
Invitation

Panasomc

Office Automation O
78

‘Panasonic Corporation and Copy Duplicating
Products extend a cordial invitation to the Oakiand
County Business Community. Please join us for an
opportunity to observe the future of your business.

This meeting will feature:

FREE DEMONSTRATIONS
of the next goneration In oftico
oquipment from Panasonic

FREE SEMINARS HOURLY

on the futurs of olfice automation
FREE REFRESHMENTS

of Panasonlc
nnd cooy Duplicating

Wednesday, Oct. 12
9 AM.-5P.M.

Somerset Inn Ballroom
2601 W. Big Beaver Rd.
Troy, Michigan

Please join us for all or part of the day.

For furthér information on

THE PANASONIC BOOM

The Next Generation in Business,
contact:

Copy Duplicating Products, Inc.

21651 Melrose
Southfield, Ml 48075

(313) 353-9310
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$3,000,000

SALE

FINE ORIENTAL RUGS
AT WHOLESALE PRICES

SAVE 40-50%

A noted New York importer has especially selected pieces
for this sale from his vast inventory of hand-made rugs
from Persia, India, Pakistan, China and Roumania

MOST TYPES AND A WIDE VARIETY OF SIZES AVAILABLE
Bokharas, Kilims, Dhurries, Kermans, Ardabils, Herez,
Chinese, Kashans, Tabriz, Silks and many more.

6TH ANNUAL SALE
Sponsored by
’
ST. JOHN'S ARMENIAN CHURCI'I
In St. John's Dates:
Recreation Center Oct. 15 thruOct. 16
22001 Northwestern H'wy G;' _Hours:
Southfield, Michigan § Thursday 10'00-9'00
(Look for Friday 10:00-9:00 .
the Gold Dome) % Saturday mwsoo "
Sunday 1:00-6:00_.




