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Dogma
‘walks’
to own
songs

By Larry O'Connor
statf writer

Walk the Dogma Is not a band, it's
a political convention floor.

At least that's the case when all
five members are gathered together
to discuss thelr muslc. All told, there
are five members, four of which
write the songy. Add that up and you
have chaos,

“I'm the ref because they won't hit

- me,” sald Asta Jurgustis of Farmn.
ington Hills, who is the blonde, hon-
ey-vocaled singer of Walk the Dog-

ma,

Band members say they work un-
der the Democratic principles of one
an, one vote.

But, in reality, the Lithuanlan op-
era-trained vocallst |5 really the
power broker of the troupe. When
the other four songwriters are dons
bashing creative heads over a song,
Jurgustis takes the finished product
and belts it out in high-pitched fash-
ion that could shatter Plexiglas,

Walk the Dogma is a progressive
rock band. Then agaln, what else
could ane call an outfit where four

“Such Is life with Wnlk the Doym
where differences of opinlen are the
:torm, The interndl combustion of
~ the group is channeled into some
- mhcr beady, pop-rock zap. Gary
Sosnick likens it to a cross between

By Larry O'Connor
*.: staft writer

Let's see, There's Adrian Belew,
. the songwriter, Adrian Belew, the
= producer, and Adrian Belew, the
zinger.

In rock circles, talk always cen-
ters oo Adrian Belew, the guitarist,
. . Ask local guitar wizards Dave Feeny
- of the Orange Roughles or Chris
-..Richards of Hippodrome who were
thelr maln influences and they'll
drop the name of the former mem-
bcr of critlcally acclalmed arf rock
. group King Crimson,

But mentlon udngs and frets and
.. - this man be|

“I pever consldnn.-d myself as a

gultarist, per se," sald Belew, whose

¢~ group the Bears will perform Friday

and Saturday at Alvin's In Detroit. “[

.: consider mysell a singer, songwriter
1 - and a producer.

2. “When I'm considered as a gultar

18t [ get acared because that puls me

- in the same league with guys who
. jm practice the guiltar all day. I'm
not that way."”

The guitar and Belew met by accle
e denL Belew happened to pick one up

In high school when he was recover-
ing from an Hlness. He merely want-
i €d 10 use one to write some 30ngs.

SOON HE found himself totally
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Asta

takes the finished duct

of

Walk the Dogma

s Kerry
Gary Soanick, Bill Lamb and George Schuet-

the Jelferson Alrplane and the Pre-

tenders.

WITH FOUR songwriters, need.
less to say the product is varied.

People like it, Walk the Dogma re-
cently played before a dancing-mad
ulrong at Alvin’s in Detrolt. The cur-
rent game plan includes performing
in both Ann Arbor and Detroit regu-
larly along with a Michigan collegl-
ate tour of Kalamazoo (Western
Michlgan Unlversity) and Mt. Pleas-
ant (Central Michigan).

Not bad for a group whose sole in-
tent in the beginning was only to be-
come a better rock band. The nucle-
us of Walk the Dogma was formed
out of the since-departed local outfit,
01 All Things.

“Make sure you get this on your

tape recorder before it slips my
mind,” sald George Schuster, lead

guitarist. “One thing that makes this
band have a lot of potential is that
your put these five indlviduals to.
gether and what you get out of it is
more than flve times, It's 10 times."

At least that can be sald for the .

number of different approaches cach
songwriter takes,

Sosnlck Hkes to swing for the blts.
Gluckman goes for the hard-edged
approach. Bass and sax man Blll
Lamb of Farmington goes for mood

eces.

“For me, the way it comes out s
the way it comes out,” Schuster said.
“If it's good, I'll keep it. If it's bad,
'l put it on tape and throw into the
drawer so my grandchildren can
laugh at it.”

BUT ADDED Jurgustis, ending the
debate, “It's still my Interpretation.

Adrlun Belew (second from right) and The Bears — Bob
Nyswonger, Rob Fetters and Chris Arduser — will be at Alvin’s
in Detroit Friday and Saturday night.

immersed In the guitar musle of
Jlm) Hendrix, Jeff Beek and Cream.

Belew emerged as one of the more
innovative gultarists in the 1970s
when rock'n'rell was beginning to
branch out inte an experimental
phase. He performed with the likes
of David Bowle, Frank Zappa and
Talking Heads,

Belew really came to the forefront
when he joined forces with Robert
Fripp in King Crimson. That period
marked a serles of highly acclaimed

THE COURIER
SOUNDTRACK

—- various artists

We're told “The Courler” is a r&
cently released movie portraying the
dangerous drug underworld of Dub-
lin, Irelacd,

Fooled us.

On first listen to the soundtrack,
we thought this was the background
musie {or “Grease IIL” Do Frankie
and Annette have starring roles?

Really, If ooe is to capture the ser-
iousness of crime, you don't in-
clude a dose of Mary Poppins pop
mp.hmmloomnysan num-

bers on the soundtrack for “The
- Courjer”

felt

ml'lnntwuylbﬂ‘lwtwme
good music here, “Something Hap-
pens!” unrolls the carpet with a fine
guitarinfested piece, “Burn Clear.”
Thelr second contribution on the
“She Came from There

to It. As does “Cry Before Dawn,”
which is haunting with its very slow

rhythms.,

Of course, Declan MacManus
(A.K.A. Elvis Costello) certalnly puts
things loto pective with his or-
chestral contribution on this album.
His arrangements certainly would
seem to capture.the atmosphere of
the movie setting.

With that sald, the selection of art-
Ists and songs here Is wmwhat
questionable. For instance,
title track ‘The Courier” is more uf
a joke, Here we have lyrics about a
drama performed {n the syTupy pop
style of Debble Gibson. Hothouse
Flowers' “Wild White Horse” I3

alhums. which Below had a Iu:y role

Slnee his days with Crimson, Be-
lew has plunged into a solo career
and formed his own band, The Bears.
‘The group has released two albums,
inclndlng the latest “Rise and
Shine."

Belew s also busily working on his
next solo LP, which will be out in the
spring on Atlantic. Nonetheless, talk
quickly reveru back to bis days with
King Crimsol

erand and belts it out in high-pitched fashion
that could shatter Plexiglas.

I ule {the song) where I want it to

Onc thing the band does agree on
is that they possess a bit more depth
than the standard rock’n’roll mish-
mash. “Pelitics of Mind,” a song
penned by the dry-humored Sosnick,
deale with Nicaraguan farmers,

“We cover the usual love and
hate,” Sesatck said, “then I go for the

polltical juggler.”

Which Is why, perhaps, the band is
a hot commodity on the college cir-
cuit. But the group isn't content to
appeal to the bookworms of the
world. They want their infectious
melodies to ring true to the shot-and-
beer crowd as well.

“To write far-out songs thal no
one can understand is missing the
polnt,” Schuster sald,

;*Mentlon frets and Belew frets

“Not only were the people in-
volved amazing, but it was also the
first chance for me to step out of the
shadows of the role of a side man to
the role of a front man," Belew said.
“The whole purpose of the band was
to stretch our own limitations and
stretch the musle a bit.

“Even when we did pop 500gs . . .
we dld them In the most modern of
ways."

BELEW HAS taken that credo
with him as a solo performer and
with The Bears. Except the group
hasn't drawn the praise lke King
Crimson did, Both Bears' albums ha-
ven't been the commercial smash-
eroos, clther,

Primitive Man, the label for both
albums, bas been absorbed by its
pnmu company, International

ecord Syndicate {I.R.S). Whether
or not the Bears will stay with LR.S.
is still in limbo, according to a spok-
esperson for LRS.

“I thought those first two (ch')
albums would do well,” Belew salid.
“There Was some protty nnj;hl»lor—
ward stuff on there, I can't
{lgure out the commercial end of lL"

The Bears, featuring Adrian
Belew, will perform at 8 p.m. Fri-
day and Saturday at Alvin's, 5657
Cass, Detroit, Tickets are $12.50
in advance. For more informa-
tion, call 832.2355,

JOURNEY OF
DREAMS
— Ladysmith

Black Mambazo

So you figured Paul Simon was
verrry clever and picked up a new
band to work with on the “Grace-
land” LP. Well get this, “Journcy of
Dreams” is Ladysmith Black Mam-
bazo's 27th album. Mest musiclans
In this industry are happy just to live
tobe 27,

That this LP is the ope that gets
them attention is purely an after-
math of Paul Simon and “Grace-
land.”

This fact Is not lost on Ladysmith
Black Mambazo founder and spokes-
man, Joscph Shababala, He calls
Paul slmon “Valindela,” which
means “he who opens the gate.”
Since the Graceland tour, Black
Mambaro has toured all aver the
world, from the United States
through Australla to Europe.

Black Mambazo are far from the
excesses of rock'n'roll. Coming from
South Africa as they do, they are
subject to all the realitics of oppres-
slon that such an open display of
state-sponsored raclalism  entalls.
hhmumeuwpmw:poduauo(
baving a political power tha
career politicians just drum lbwt
Recently, a Black Mambazo
was the first time that wbllu and
‘blacks sat together at a performance

-

in the Ladysmith Town BA!L

This political power is not overtly
flaunted by the group. Black Mam-
bazo's strength Is based more on
spiritual convictions and subllety.
Actually, the form of music is called
“Istacatbamiya,” which in Zuln ap-
parently means “to walk ca one’s

toes, lightly.

Unlike other South African not.
ables, King Sunny Ade, Black Mam-
bazo's strength Is not its instrumen-
talion, it is the relaxing rhythms and
melodles created from layer upon
hyer of vocals. Anyope who has

heard “Rain, Rain, Rain, Beautiful
Raln” from thelr Shaka Zulu LP,
‘which was csed by 7-Up In an award-
will know what

i

IN CONCERT

@ BUSBOYS

The Busboys will pedvrm on
Tuesday, Oct. 11, at the Blind Pig,
208 S. First, Ann Arbor. For more
{nformatlon, call 998-8555.

® PASSION NOUVEAU
Passion Nouveau will orm
‘Tuesday, Oct. 11, at Jaggers, 3481
Ellzabeth Lake Hoad, Pontiac. For
more information, call §81-1700.
® THE AFFAIR
The Affair will orm Wednes-
day through Saturday, Oct. 12-15, at
Jaggers, 3481 Elizabeth Lake Road,
Pontiac. For more information, call
681-1700.

@ BASIA

Basla will perform at 8 pm.
Wednesday, Oct. 12, at the Royal
Oak Music Theater, Tickels are
$17.50. For more Information, call
546-7610,

® TAXI GANG TOUR
The Taxi Gang

information, call 385-9760.
® NEW EDITION

Joe Arena
Tickets are $13.50, For more inlw-
mation, call 567-6000,

@ BLUES JUBILEE !
‘The Detroit Bl

and the Blues Invasion. For more io-
formation, call 280-0363. /

(4 BF:AGG, SHOCKED AND
L
Bllly Bragg will perform with spe-
clal ts, Michelle Shocked and

gues
Man Cotal, 2t 7:30 p.m. mow.
17, at the Power Center, 121 Fletch-
er, Ann Arbor. are $14.50.
There will be an after-shbow party at
the Blind Pig with musical guests
Weddlnp. Pm.l?_, Anything, a band

Tour,
reggae bands Sly and Rnbble Fred-
die McGregor and Maxie Priest, will
take place Thursday, Oct. 19, at
Salnt Andrew's Hall, Congress, De-
troit. For more Information, call
961-MELT.

@ BEARS

The Bears, featuring Adrian Be-
lew, will perform at 8 pm. Friday
and Saturday, Oct, 14-15, at Alvln'x.
5657 Cass, Detrolt. Tickets are
$12.50, For more information, call
423-6666.

® PEST

Pest and speclal guests, Outer
Drive, will perform on Friday, Oct.
14, at Hamtramck Pub, 2048 Caniff,
off 1.75. For more information, cali
365-9760.

® JOHNNY ALLEN

Johnny Allen and the Appeal will
perform on Friday and Saturday,
Oct. 14-15, at Griff’s Bar & Grill, 49
N. Saginaw, Pontlac. For more in-
formation, call 334-9292.

® ANDREW TOSH

Andrew Tosh, son of reggae great
Peter Tosh, and the Tosh Band will
perform at 10 p.m. Friday, Oct. 14,
at Saint Andrew’s Hall, 431 E. Con-
gress, Detrolt. Tickets are $12.50.
g‘[oé more Information, call $9-MU-

® HYPERFORMANCE
Hyperformance will perform on

Saturday, Oct. 15, at Hamtramck

Pub, 2048 Caniff, off 175, For more

COLLEGE

Here are the top 10 albums recelv-
Ing alrplay on WHFR-FM 89.3, the
campus station of Heary Ford Com-
munity College in Dearborn.

:ﬁ“P&p Show," Sioaxie and the Ban-

1CCS.
2.“People,” Hotbouse Flowers.
3. “Tracy Chapman,” Tracy Chap-
man,
4. “Fate," Bunters & Collectors.

5. “Nothing Wrang,"” Red Lorry, Yel-
low Lorry.
6. “Tighten Up,” BAD.
7. "People Have the Power,” Pattl
Smith.

8, “Lovely,” Primitives.
9. "Blg Boss Sounds,” Reckless

SI
"Qlort, Sharp, Shocked,” Mi.
ch.llesbocl

fro inf;
tion, mll DWMUSIC,,__‘ -

@ JIMMY PAGE

Jlmmy Page will perform at 8
pm. sawmy. Oct. 22, st the Joe
Louls Arena in Detroit. Tickets are
$18.50, For more informatlon, call
567-6000.

@ LITTLEFEA

Litlle Feat will pettorm at 8 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 28, at Royal Muslc The-
ater. Tickets are $18.50. For more
Information, call 548-7610.

LOCAL

Here are the top 10 songs recelv-
ing airplay on “Contamination and
Corrosion ~ Show,” which Is heard
from 7-8 p.m. Tuesdays on WORB-
FM 0.3

1, “Comatose City,” Feisty Ca-

davers.

2. “Blue Steel Story,” Orange
ghies.

3. “I Want More,” The Junk Moe-

keys.
4. "Hj tions,” Inside Out.

5. “Mommies Little . . .," Slazghter-

bouse.

6. “Take Your Money Downtown,”
Colorfal Tragma.

7.“1Got a Right,” Karea Momster,

8. “City Slang.” Sonic’s Rendezvons

9. “Terminal Joy,” Terminal White,
10, “Pusherman of Love,” Bootsey X
and the Lovemasters.

COUNTRY

Here are the top 10 so0gs recely-
ing alrplay on WWWW-FM 108.7, a
cotntry station ln Detroit.

1. “Honky Tonk Mooca,* Randy
Travis.

2. “Streets of Bakersfield,” Yoakam
and Owens,

S. “I Have You,” Glen Campbell.

4. “We Belleve In Happy Endings,”
Conley and Harris.

5. “Am I Craxy?,” Statler Brothers.
Ie. “A Little Bit In Love,” Pasty Love-
ess.

7. “Strong Enough to Bend,” Tazya
8. “Joe Knows How to Live,” Eddy
Baven. .

9, “(Do You Love Me) Just Say Yes,”

Highway 101,
10. “Gonna Take a Lot of River,”
Oak Ridge Boys.

VIVID
— Living Colour




