Drew Bar-
rymore won
people’s
hearts with her
portrayal of
Gertle In Ste-
ven Spell-
berg's “E.T.
The Extra-Ter-
restrial,” but
not llke the
alien creature
whose likeness
was  repro-
duced on evs
erything trom
Teshirts to
dolls.

For love of ‘E.T.’ spells big bucks

By Janice Brunson
atalf writer

“E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial” a
heart-warming story of love be-
tween a young boy and visitor from
another planet, has shattered
records in advanced sales of home
videos, with relcase stlll nearly two

weeks Awuy
10.6 million coples of

More than
the delightful film by Steven Splel-
berg have already been sold. Cas-
settes wlil be available to consumers
Oct. 28, They arc belng released by
MCA Home Video.

“The pumber is staggering, the

Midwest, a natfonwide video distrib-
utor with 17 outlets in the metropoli-
tan Detroit arca,

“The number is a record by far. A
huge, huge title might sell 5 million.
Tt;li is already double,” Hayden
sa

So far, aren Blockbuster outlets
have each 201d an estimated 300 cop-
les of “E.T.” at a discounted priced
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of $22.46, Sales have been strongest
In the Blrmingham, West Bloomlfeld
and Livonia outlets. Advance sales
are normally slower {n the Westland
and Garden City outlets, according
to Hayden.

EACH YEAR, Blockbuster pur-
chases two (o three titles for ad-
vanced-sale campaigns. “E.T." and
“Cinderella” are the selections this
year, Hayden expects “ELT.” sales to
top 30,000 coples hm

“It's bot, both in sales and rent-
als,” sald Frank Barbat of the “E.T."

deo House Wholesale, which supplles
both Barbat's shops and another 130
video rental stores

‘Barbat has stocked 5,000 coples of
“E.T.” and to sell them all.
Video House, located In such com-

new customers. Flus, we like to gjve
something to our old custom
Barbat said. He must also compel le
with prices offered by Inw-pdeed de-
partment stores like Target and
K mart which are offering “E.T."
videos at $14.95 each.

Any U.S. consumer may recelve
$5 rebate on a sale price of $24.95 by
purchasing one of a myriad of Pepsi-
Cola products and submitting proof
of purchass with a completed rebate
form. The offer is good through Jan.
10, 1983,

GET OUT OF
THE DARK.

munities as Bl p
Southfleld and Canton, has priced
the video at $19.95 each. The pricels
$5 less than the suggested retail
price by MCA.

‘The reduced rate “is a draw for
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HOLIDAY SPACE AVAILABLE

* ACAPULCO HYATT -- Dec. 24-31, from '829 Children *239

+ JAMAICA All Hotels — Dec. 26-Jan. 2, from *619 Children 289

* HAWAII CRUISE — §.S. MONTEREY, from %1785

+ CROWN ODYSSEY — Dec. 21-Jan. 4, from *3058

* REGENCY SEA/STAR/SUN Call for our special rates.
LIMITED SPACE! CALL TODAY!

TRAVEL UNLIMITED
424-8118
All Crulses Quoted Alr/Sea from Detroit

" Delicious Homemade Lunch Specials
Served ir 8 Minutes or YOU EAT FREE!!

Enlma.lnmml "umny hru Saturday Beef Stroganoff over
B g(oodlen '395
Chicken & Dumplings $gos
Beef Stew over Biscults 335

Liver and Onions

3395

Baked Chicken

Stuffed Flank Steak....mmmmcsrossonmissen

e 1458
’4'5

And the list goes on.
with sou
tato.

We feature 4 specials daily
or salad, roll and butter and choice of
po special does not include regular
menu or specials requiring a Iong cooking time,

27189 Grand River (East of Inkster)
532-2882

INVEST

U.5. SAVINGS BONDS

1 Bonds bk Jess thon v ye0n s0m o ower
1 1. & pubic bervice of s publcerion.

FORTRATTEN
GREATAMERI

Uoyd MoMler is on ex-
pert al managing his busi-
ness—on the open field, and
in the Investment field. He
buys U.S. Savings Bonds.
Today's Bonds pay com-
petitive rates. To find out
more, of to buy Bonds, call
1-800-US-BONDS.
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Video tape rentals:
Rocky road at first

{AP) — Rentlng a favorite movie
to play on a VCR is as easy as mak-
lngnﬂpw;helnulvldeoﬂmnnd

plunking down a couple of bucks. Bot o

the entrepreneurs who came up with
the idea of muns pre- vl‘ .
deocassettes

consumers
:?:rmmu opposluvn in the begixr

'3
An article in the current fssue of
Video Magazine by James Lardner
traces the colorful history of home
video rental.

Andre Blay, a wdﬂgm-bued
businessman, first came up wilh the
idea of selling videotapes of movies
to consumers, an idea that chal-
lenged the old Hollywood policy of
never parting with the rights to a
movie. .

‘Taking out a $65,000 ad in TV
Guide, Blay launched a direct-mail
operation ulled the Video Club of
America. By March 1978, Blay's
company had so0ld 40,000

Onlhenmerddeo!thamnn-y,
man named George Atkinsoo was

panies to
be an infringement o
body could say for mure.

They tried to put pressure on At~
kinson by cumnx oﬁ his source

"% Most of Blay's customers were re.

MCA VIDEO and Amblin Enter-
tainment, which owns the film, stand
to make well over $100 millicn in
profit on the sale of “E.T." videos
which, since May, have been market-
ed worldwide, A portion of the pro-
ceeds be contributed to the Spe-
cial Olymples, accordlng to a
spokeswoman for MCA In ornla,

Originally released In 1962, Splc!-
berg’s “E.T.” is the top grosl.n
of all time, amassing a nuucﬂng
$700 million in box office revenues.,
An estimated 240 million people
have paid to see the film.

STREET WISE
is for smart people

Every Monday in Street Scene

tailers who were buying the cas-
settes and selling them to coo-

supply,
umund lheblnbyhuyinghhupd
{rom other retailers rather than di-
rectly from the studlos.
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CARIBBEAN CRUISE=—

Departs Thursdays, Retums Fridays i)

" November 17, 1988

Price Includes:

/ Round Trip Alr Transportation

« 4Days at the Luceme Hotel
Miaml Beach

«# 5 Day Corbbean Cruise X

Deparis Thursdays, R

Ghbgerver & Eccentric

MEXICAN RIVIERA CRUISE

Sponsored by
THE

NEWSPAPERS
In cooporation with

WWM@

KEY WEST
PLAYA DEL CARMEN
COZUMEL (NEW MEXICO) -

Fridays

February 2, 1989
March 2, 1989

Price Includes:
most Midwost

INrTmpmoTlon Raundl’vbto Los Angeles from

JHote! Amnmodarmz nights in Los Angelas crea
Mexico Admkal Cruse-M.V.Stardancer
occommodations aboard ship

PUERTA VALLARTA
MAZATLAN
CABO SAN LUCAS
BAJA PENINSULA
LOS ANGELES

DEARBORN M1 48125 o

1) 278-4102 .
mm%&mémmwamwgw _
OCaribbean Cruise I

* 24824 MICHIGAN AVE.

OMexican Riviera Cruise
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