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Hold line on Oakland tax rate — panel

By Tim Richard then talk about cultlng taxes,” sald
staff writer cl;x;:misalaner Anne Hobart, R-White
‘ Mm‘gﬁuﬂl‘ﬁ” Oakland Coun- ok ':.c a.l member of the finance com-
y co will recommend the  “If you collect it, you spend it,”

county keep Its property tax rate at zammhalon:'r?nn:?:;:.‘l-unnlt' N..

propert;
4,64 mills instead of cutting it to 4.5
mills,

‘The full board wlll hold a public
hearing when it meets at 9:30 Thurs-
day morning in the commissioners’
auditorium in Pontiac.

““This committee, to a person, just
voted to increase salaries in one de-
partment 40 percent, It would be Ir-
responsible to grant an increase and

P

R-Royal Oak, who preferred the re-
duced rate the panel proposed a
week earlier,

THE FINANCE committee aplit
6-3 across party lines last week as it
proposed a yate of $4.64 per $1,000
of state equallzed valuation {(SEV).

Sept. 30, it voted for a rate of
$4.50, The dlifference — 14 cenls per
$1,000 SEV — would amount to a $7
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‘All factors considered, we cannot
recommend a 1percent reduction in
our 1989 appropriation.”

— Norman R. Barnard
chief probate judge

savings on a I
$50,000 with a
$100,000.

Favoring the higher rate — which
the county has levied during most of
the 1980s — were Republicans
Hobart, chairman G. Willlam Cad-
dell of Walled Lake, Richard Kuhn
of Waterford and Richard Wilcox of
Ortonville; and Democrats Larry
Pernick of Southfteld and Hubert
Price of Pontlac,

Opposed were Republicans Lanni
and Marilynn Gosling of Bloomf{leld
Hills and Democrat James Doyon of
Madlson Helghts,

County Executive Danlel T. Mur-
phy, @ Republican, held out for the
higher rate, argulng that 1-percent
cuts across the board already are
being made.

“We're In no position to lower the

ouse assessed at
market value of

rate,” Murphy sald in an interview.
“1 told the department heads to
make 1-percent cuts. We're already

peellng stuff out of it {the 1989 budg-,

et).

“This county has one of the lowest
rates In the state. The whole thing is
cram full of politics. Isn't it nice to
talk about cuttlng rates in even
(clectlon) yeara?" sald Murphy, who
with the 27 commissieners faces vot-
ers Nov. 8.

DOYON ARGUED for 40 minutes
that “thls tax ratc has been per-
petrated at 4.6391 since 1980. . .

“The revenue increase through
new construction and SEV increases
Is $10 mllljon, a 13-percent increase.
We're not talking tax cut. We are
talking revenue Increases.”

The Murphy adminlstration con-
sistently overestimated expenses

and Doyon
sald.

“We're golog to hl::] dmglenlly
appearing surpluses,” Doyon, a
lame-duck commissioner who isa't
seeking re-election after 14 years on

the board.

“It's politica),” Doyon said.

“A cheap political trick,” Hobart
countered. “Tatk about voodoo eco-
nomles!”

RUSS MARTIN, assistant budget
director for Murphy, said the reject-
ed 0,14-mill rate cut would cost the
county nearly $3 milllon In revenue,
reducing the pot from $96.6 million
to §$93.7 million, He said the revenue
Is needed because:

® The Sheriff's Department was
yoted an increase in jail staffing
from §8 to 109.

® Health care costs, expected to
go up 15 percent this year, rose 30
percent and are expected to leap an-
other 15 percent In flscal '89.

@ A health preveation program is
being mandated under terms of an
Increase in the clgarette tax.

@ Five positions were added to
the narcotles enforcement team

(NET).

The committee that day also voted
to upgrade the jobs of circult judges'
law clerks to “‘research attorneys,”

at an estimated full-year cost of
nearly $150,000.

THE 1-PERCENT cut asked by
Murphy met stiff resistance from
courts and the Sherlil's Department,
though most of the offices controlled
by the executive listed possible cuts
without complaint.

“We have agonized,” sald Sheriff
John Nichols, who sald his depart-
ment would have to cut the south end
prisoner transportation program,
two of the four arson investigators,
the traffic safety coordinator &nd
the polygraph examiner.

“Almost all of the (circult) court's
functions are mandated by the con-
stitution,” Chlef Judge Robert C, An-
derson replied.

“The 52nd District Court finds it-
self extremely limited ip Its ability
to reduce the budget when Its ser-
vices are all mandated and have
been thoroughly scrutinized for any
excess,” Chlef Judge Dennls C. Dru-

ry wrole,
“All factors considered,” Chief
Probate Judge Norman R. Barnard
sald, “we cannot recommend a 1-
percent reduction in our 1989 appro-
priation. In al likelhood, we will re-
quire additional personnel and oper-
ating monles to fulfill our pewly
mandated respoasibilities.”

Party will benefit Children’s Village

A beneflt party for Oakland Coun-
ty’s Children's Village will draw an
cstimated 250 people to Deer Lake
l“?equcl Club In Clarkston Thursday,

ov, 3.
Sponsored by Waterford Jaycees,

it wlll raise an estimated $10,000 for
Chltdren’s Vlllage, a county facllity
providlng guldance and rehabllita-
tive programs for youngsters.

A $125 ticket Includes dinner for
two and a chance to win prizes, In-

cluding llmousine service, auto re-
conditioning and a jeweled necklace.

roceeds wilt ald second-phase
construction of an athletic field on
the Children's Village grounds in
Pontlac and toward its Christmas

fund, accarding to County Executive
Dan Murphy.

Greg Alessi, at 858-1135, is in
charge of ticket sales, gift donations
and ads in the brochure.
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SOUTHFIELD IMPLANT DENTISTRY
Dr. Halg D. Garabedian, D.D.S., F.1.C.0.l., Director

ACTIVE& %REDENTIALED MEMBER: American Academy of Implant Dentlstry,
LI  Tntaenational Congress of Oral Implantologlsts.

is
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF IMPLANT DENTISTRY
and 38 YEARS IN G??I]ERAL DENTISTRY
witl

50% OFF ALL FEES

NOT COVERED BY INSURANCE

To the 1st 100 acceptable dental implant patients

The $150-, fee Is payable on appoint-
ment date. Phe g Case Pr I of our
Diagnostic Findings, is at_no_cherga, This Is my personal
moment of celebratlng with you and saylng ‘Hello & Welcome"
to the most modern, sophisticated, tested, Dental Implant
Systems [n the world to date.

DENTAL IMPLANTS WILL IMPROVE YOUR:

« Stability «Comfort
= Bite » Taste
«Chewing e Facial Expressions

For your preliminary examination
appointment call

647-7050

30,003 Southfield Rd. at 12%: Mile Rd, « Southfield

30t060% OFF
All Wallcoverings

The Coat and Suit Sale

Fvent of the Season!

20% to 30% Off.

» Standout suits, originally $189 to 3325. Now 5136 to 219,
® Great wool coats, originatly $285 to %465 Now 199 to %349
o This is the sale you've been waiting forf Discover the best selection ever in suits and coats by the names worth noting.
 In suits, choose from classic pinstripes to jewel tone brights.
 In double-breasted, single-breasted and belted styles. .
* Fach perfectly tailored in pure wool, viscose rayon and other fashionable fabrics in misses and petite sizes.
* In coats, find a wonderful collection of career and weekend classics by
Larry levine, Gallery, Reflections and our own exclusives.
® A range of shades and styles to complement your winter wardrobe.
® Misses and petite sizes. :
» Updated and Petite Suit and Coat Collections. ~.
*There may have been intermediate price reductions on some items prior to this sale, limited selection available,
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Samersct Mall, 8ig Bexer 3t Coolidge, Troy ® Fairlane Town Cenvii: Dearborn

25% OFF
All Fabrics

60% OFF Kirsch
Mini & Micro Minl
Aluminum Blinds

55% OFF All Other
Kirsch Blinds

Stop in and have a cup of
collee, Lel our talanted
stait help give your home
thai special look and
feeling thai only
wallcoverings can.
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Showroom '

2374 Frankiin Road
Bloomfield Hills
858-7010

Hours: 85 p.m. Mon.
e Frie 104pm. Sat ViesNC




