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polnts of view

Rape prevention a never-ending battle

THE ATTACK occurred In th
| early morning hours as she :lepl
wundly. In ber own bed.

‘The man crept Into her bedroom
wielding a knlfe, slashed at her
nightclothes and raped her while
holding the knife to her throat. He
was never caught.

I'm sure to this day, my friend and
{ormer roommate recalls the
moment with horror. It is probably
still her worst nightmare, But she
bas carried-on with her life — ca-
reer, marriage, family and all.

My concern {s that we've been al.
lowed to forget her, and people like
ber who have been brutally attacked,
We forget that It could be any one of

us, anywhere, anytime,

Take the results of an information
survey of 1,700 New England middle
school students. They haven't forgot.
ten about rape — they've never
learned. If they are representative
of students thelr age, thelr answers
to questions about rape show some
rather sh g statistics about the
views of our young people today.

The survey was done by employ-
ees of the Rhode Inland Rape Crisis
Center, which was conducuag an ob-
viously needed “assault awareness

" lor students
their sta

SOME of the survey results in-
ude:

o 87 percent bolleved marital
rape la all right,

® 85 percent of boys and 47 per-
cent of girls sald it is acceptable for

a man to force a woman to have sex
if they have been dating more than
slx months,

® Balf of those surveyed sal
wornan who walks llone at night ud
dresses :edncuvnly 15 asking to be

HM,
mull percentages sald it
wvu!dbelurlxhttorlmutonpe
awoman If she was not a
Allhﬂ\l',h not selentlflc, this survey
ceriainly gives the Rhode Island pro-
gram a reason for belng. It must
teach these young people that rape is
a violeat crime and one of power,
not of passion. And despite its vio-
lence, it is dlfferent from most
es because of its sexual nature,

MY FRIEND could have been one
of these naive students, She came to

college a3 & young woman who knew
little about the world, who had been
somewhat uheltered, and that Is
where ber rape occurred. It was a
time when rapes and attacks were
rampant on college campuses. It
seemed she traveled the most diffi-
cult route in experiencing every-
lhlcxf. from dorm living to her at-
ta

Even though her nailvete some-
times placed her in situations where
trouble could have occurred, ber at-
tack happened when she was safe at
home, and was committed by some-
one she had never met.

Thank goodness for rape crisis

programs that offer community edu-

cation and services — and belp for -
;i:ggm lhon!dbelinodzllor
pareats and our school systems,
'hlchlhoulduhmmmmn-
force some of these same Issues. If
schools don't emr health and sex ed-
ucation classes, they should start.

Our young people must kncv the
difference between & Kiss

.knlfe-wielding attacker. Tbty mun

learn that attacks of any kind are
not acceptable for them or anyone
else, They x:j:gt b: mda‘nme, .ﬁ
pecially in Mght of recent rapes

llucuy throughout our area In the

past year.
‘We must never forget,

Drug dealers winning
‘battle of the suburbs

THE SUBURBAN parking lot was
full of cars, nestled together in the
early fall chill. Shadowy figures,
hunched over in attempts to ward off
the unexpected cold, walked be.
tween the cars,

They were security guards, armed
with night sticks to combat what the

~nl¢ln.| now bring to our communi.

Th:lr presence dldn't make me
leel better or worse. Just disappoint-
ed.

“A friend's brother was shot in
this parking lot a while ago,” noted
.my movie theater pariner as we

- walked to his car.

“He and his wife were sitting in
the car, and some guy came up and

- shot him. Just shot him,”

I looked around, realizing that any

+of the several people In that parking

1ot could hnvcjusta: easily been vie-
ty cops don't stop
from committing
umlasl acts.
Pollce officlals will tell you that

“'rmost violent crimes today are com-

mitted by drug-crazed criminals.
Besides, violence hap;

. . quickly for a guy or two wﬁ?: billy

club to do anything. with
' guns, they do little better. But cer-

. talnly nat good enough.

poaasanan

CHRISTOPHER"

Steve
Barnaby e

“Thae bullet paralyzed him on one
side. He's a doctor, and he'll never be
able to practice again said my
friend as we drove away.

Although the parking lot was espe-
clally well-lit, the night seemed unu-
suzlly dark. My attitude, I'm sure,

THAT DAY newspa-
pers had recorded a serfes of shoot-
ings and violent acts that victimlzed
theater-goers throughout metro De
trolt. Surv one of the incldents was in
Detrolt.

Un!ortnnately. that halu t

us for a number of years.

Annmer shooting was in Southfield.

And agaln, unfortunately, we are be-
comlng less surprised by that.

The lst goes on — Dearborn,
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Hurper Woods, Ann Arbar. All good
communities, full of good people, all
victims of a society that at times
teeters on anarchy,
None of us lhu\lld be smug. It
could be your nelghborbood next
week.

Some mistakenly bhmu the Run-
DMC movie “Tougher than Leath.

er,” for fostering the violence at var-
lotis movie housés. But a movle isn't
the reason for violence, It's just an
excuse. God forbid that we use it as
an excuse to pardon our obligation to
;.::; our soclety back from the crim-

A publicist for the mavie put it
stralght when saying, “I'm alrald
these incidents say more about De-
trolt than they do about Run-DMC
and thelr movie.

Publicist BIll Adler ought to know,
He's a graduate of Soutbfleld High
School,

Drug barons, even more than
drug-users, are becoming an increas-
Ing danger to our communities,
Sometimes they live next door and
control some of our banks — the life-
line to our credit-driven society.

It's time to fight back before noth-
ing Is left with which to fight. Securi-
ty guards in parking lots just aren't
enough for this battle.

MADD merits my thanks

TONIGHT I will be at a Southfield
restaurant to accept an award for
this newspaper from the Mothers
Agalnst Drunk Driving. We don't de-
serve it

1 am not speaking out of humnility.
Qur paper i3 being reco,
canse we do a number of things the

p likes, such as running

MADD group -
public service advertisements and -

writing touching storles about the

annual candlelight vigil in memory

of vietims ol tralfic lecldenl:
caused by drinking drivers.

These are all good things, ngd 1
am glad that our newspaper
them. But it's our job, alter ali. We
are paid to report stories, write col-
umns and place ads. If we didn't fill
our time and space with articles
about MADD, we would {ind some
other topie.

That's why recelving recognition
for doing our job is sometimes awk-
ward. But I will happlly be there be-

the night is to honor MADD's
appreciation for area pollce offlcers
who {ight the battle against drunk
drivers. Also it's the least I can do
for the MADD people who are really
the ones deserving of an aw:

MADD hzs always been one of my
favorite groups, Some people think
MADD ls aingle-minded, too persis-

! Rich
4 Perlberg

* people every two years. The result is
a small group of volunteers to
promote some live-saving sobriety
Into our social habits.

MADD IS most noted for persuzd-
ing legislators to pass tough drunk
driving laws md for monitoring

tent and sometimes even shrill
Sometimes that Is true. More power
to MAD)!

IN SEPARATE accldents, two
people close to my famlly were
Killed. ’rhn drivers at fzult had been
drinking. I suspect others in the
room tonlg,hl will have similar sto-
ries, Sadly, the death of a loved one
is often the motivating factor for
Jolning MADD.

But I suspect I could be in any
room and be near people who have
known someone killed by a drinking
driver. Some 50,000 people a yw
die on our natlon's roads; half of
those deaths are blamed on aleeboL

‘Think about it. Some 50,000 Amer-
{cans were killed in Vietnam. The re-
sult was a divided country, student
riots and a president forced out of
office. Drinking drivers kill 50,000

10 see that judges pass
barsh sentences. Tough laws alone
won't solve the problem, but togeth-
er with education, maturity and re«
babilitation programs they are part .
of the solution, .

‘When we talk in this country about
the drug problem, we are usually re-
ferring to heroin, cocaine, marijuana
and the like. They are serjous prob-
lems and deserve ltf.mdon. But
mme one of these drugs that causes

ge (n a year uul aleobot
doel in a month.

Ibave a young famlly — a wife of
four years, a son who 15 2. It s a
good life. So good that [ fear more
than ever the drunk driver who could
destroy It. If that driver stays off the
street because he fears the wrath of
MADD, then maybe It will be my
number that was missed,

For the chance that MADD has
saved my life, I will join them to-
night — not to accept thelr award
but to thank them.
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