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Mary Macnnnnld, n\:lel’l !poaker for Women of

North F:

her large collection of !eddy bears, Mary

By Shirles Roselden
statf writer

Edee Joppich can paint, but she
can’t sew; her daughter, J.J. Brown
can't paint but combines embroldery
with fabric and beads to make origl
nal, wearable art.,

For the mother and daughter who
make their imprints in the world of
art, but in medla are worlds apart,
the reallzatlon of their need for cre-
ative expression is a special bond,

.In a two woman show called
“Mother Daughler,” Joppleh and
Brown will exhibit their versatility

part of

Knight on her left arranges the progsams for
the 50.-member club this year, and Mary
Bertach is the club president.

Teddy bears
Typical is non-typical for
Women of North Farmington

By Loraine McClish
stal writer

OMEN .OF NORTH

Farmington's 19¢58-88

season opened with a

parade of teddy bears

that ran from an aged bear who was

losing his straw-stuffing to a high-
tech bear stuffed with a microchip.

“The teddy bear is truly Ameri-

can,"” Mary MacDonald told ber au-

dience, “Bear forms bave

around for centuries, some of them

have been found in Egyptian tombs,

but the teddy bear was pamed after

Teddy Roosevelt when he refused to

*shoot a moth-eaten and starving

bear In 1902, A cartoon illustrated
the event, spread the story of the in-

cldenl and the teddy bear was born.”
5 Idea) Toy produced the
um tedﬂy bear here,

“It was then that teddy bear
manla started in the US,, and there
is o reasan (o believe it has hit its
pcak ycl." MacDonald said.

ter, because Ideal Toy
wa; lhe (lrst of ﬂzc teddy bear manu-

ere,
contracted with lhe company for an
exclualve production of “Smokey the
Bear.”

MacDonald is assistant curator for
Dearborn Historical Soclety, which
houses the bulk of her 200-300 — she
8aid she never counted — teddy bear
collection that began when she wasa
child and fell in love with A, A.
Milne’s “Winnle the Pooh."”

“DON'T THINK that teddy bear
with his sawdust falling out in your
attic s junk,” MacDonald sald. “If it
has glass eyes it wouldn't pass the
requirements to be sold as a child's
toy today, but those resales are
bringing fantastic amounts of mon-
ey

Another way to teil if an old teddy

bear has some value is If It has em-
broldered paws.

MacDonald told of a Gund-manu-
factured bear she was offered for

‘We don’t have one
meeting place, We
have lunch in different
places — or different
cities. We might go to
the theater or on a tour
or hear a speaker.’
—Joyce Hutchinson

$150. She hestitated to even look at ft
because many of the bears in her
colleclion came as gifts or from
rummage or garage sales, But one
year later her purchase was valved
at $500, and a few years alter that
she Jearned Lhat one of its same kind
wuota)ld at an auction In Dallas for
$1,500.

She named a Stielff manaufac-
tured bear as “cream of the bear
crop”

She sugggested 2 Gund-manufac-
tured bear or a Snuffles as a gift for
a chlld for “it's cuddlability and
wearability.”

Teddy bears, once known only for
their value as a child’s security
blanket, have now moved Into Ihe
teaching-tool arena. In this area h
favorite Is Paddington Bear, whlch
comes with books and cassettes.

For collectors, she cites “the bears
that didn’t make it.”

“One example,” MacDonald said,
holding up a bear wearing a belt
rnade of the Olymple-cirele symbols,

“Is this bear manufactured specifi-
cally for the Olymplc games — on
the year we didn't go, He's dated.
But he didn't sell, The manufactur-
ers nlnppcd short, and these are now
rare bears,”

JANICE uummvson sajd Mac.
Donald's talk on the history of teddy
bears was not necessarily typical of
the type of programs Women of

Mother Daughter

The collaborating artists work in media that are worlds apart

and artistry as parent and child as
well as collaborating artists.

¢ show Is scheduled to open in
the Soulh!leld Parks and Recreation
lobby gallery on Monday, Oct. 17 and
continue to Oct. 28. An opening re-
ception will take place on Friday,

FOR J.J. BROWN, whose family
knows her as Janet, hers s a rare
kicd of anticipation in waiting for
this opening. “First, It's my first one
{two) person show, and secondly, my
third child is expected on Oct. 20,
she sald, “I may fust be absent from

JERRY wl.mlﬂlﬂd! photographer

J4.4. Brown, a resident of Nodfovd. joins with m:h molhur. Edee
by

Joppich, who was named art

Arts Commission in 1979, for Mother Dluohlu. a two~
woman show thal opens this monl.h in Soulhfield.

my own exhibition.”

Brown, who resides in Redford
with ber husband and children, will
show about 20 pleces of her textured
Jewelry, composed of beads, ultra
seude and embroldery.

“I've been experimenting for the
past 14 years in the arcas of embrol.

- dery, rug hooking, macrame and

various other forms of stitehery,”
she sald, “About four years ago, I be-
gan developing the Idea of embroi-
dered jewelry, concentrating oo
neckwear and now have integrated
beads, birds, and various animals
into t.he pleces,

Brown didn’t study art formally,
instead earned a bachelor's degree
In psychology.

“I've always done rug hooking and
embroldery,” she said.

Presently, her work is done in a
small :tudm in the of her

pich’s by Street Gaﬂery. a family
business {n Northport, Mi

“Art to wear becemu a {lne art
when each plece is original and has
Its own feeling,” sald Jopplch, proud
mother, palnlenn collagist,

Born In Windsor, she was brought
up In Detroit and attended Mar-
ygrove College and Wayne State
University. “Acting was a family ac.
tivity for me since I was about 7
years old and art always an inter-
est”

MARRIED TO EQ Jopplch, n.be Is
the mother of five, all living cl
by. The Jopplches enjoy thelr t
young granddaughters, and eagerly
anticipate the birth of another,

‘‘While the klds were young I,
uughl clusu at the University of
Detrolt and Marygrove ::d did ar-

home. *I have a baby sitter come in
and watch my girls while I work. 1
look forward to when I work. With
kids, It's sanity time.”

BROWN USES a sketchbook to
work out the designs and colors of
her wearable art pleces, working out
the combination of beads, ulira

. scude and a various-thaped embrof-

dery.

Brown sald the time necessary to
complete a piece varies from a week
to much Jonger,

In a ccnse, watching ber daughter

worked from a home studio where I
started out doing ofl paintings.”

Joppich ald she is one of the few
palnters who became allergic to the
ol palnts and subsequently decided
to go Into water colors. “For me, wa-
tercolor is exciting and adventur-
ous,” she sald. “I began {0 evolve a
colla ge and watercolor combina-
ton.”

b et s
are of her olio opp

part portf: polch

finds a connection
"Artulhenonsunt."lbomd.
Ed Jopplch, her hmhlnd Is a

develop as a fine
designer isdeja vu for Joppich, as
she watches the saga of an artist
carving out time from domestic de-
mands to {ulfill herself,

‘“Mosl of my time has been spent
on commissions and bnl.ltlln( my
clientele,” Brown sald.

She has exhibited ber work locally
lnthe'l'nylnlemnoul]srlelu
well a3 the Craftseller Gallery In

n!nﬂ. South Carolins, and Jop-

putneriu
the Non.hporl art pllery Edee's
children, she {11. “ali have an Inter-
est in art, all collect, and all have the
necessary to

art”

IN HER WORK can be found all
sorts of whimsy: a unicorn, an an-

North F offer its mem-
bers, because no program olfered
can be called typlcal.

“We started as a civie soclal club
{in 1857} for the women who lived in
Kendalwood Farms and the program
chalrman sets the program for the
year,” she sald.

“We don't have one meeting place,
We have lunch in dlfferent places —
or different clties. We might go to
lhe theater or on a tour or hear a

peaker,

“l know that I never would bave
dreamed of golng to Windsor to shop
all by myself — or never would have
learned the history of teddy bears
for Haat matter - if I wasn't a mem-

Some time along in the history of
the club, membership was opened to
women who lived anywhere in North
Farmington, and a change agaln in
the bylaws now draws members
from several surrounding communie
ties,

And for as long as memory serves,
Its one big fund-ralser of the year
staged to ralse money to support
agencles or charities in the commu-
ity has been a Mlillionaire’s Party.

“Other than the one {und-raiser,
our programs are social, giving us
places to go and 83 to sce we
might not ever do on our own,”
Hutchinson sald.

In October the members will
spend a day in Mason’s Antigue Mall
and Market in Mason, Mich,, and see
“Shenandoah” in Marquis Theatre,
Northville.

Members come and go, but mem-
bership has remained pretty steadlly
through the years at 50.

President of the club for the sea.
son is Mary Bertsh. Other officers
are Ann Oppenhauser, Arlene Sud-
kamp, Jackie Grelt and Norma Rud-
zensky.

New members arc welcomed into
the club at any time. For Inlomu
tlon, call Bertsh, $53-7169.

Beads, embroidery and ulira suede are used to creats the

Piease turn to Page 2

Daughter exhiblt,

art by JJ. Brown that will b. on display In the Mother
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