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The City of Southfield and the
Michigan Wildlife Habitat Founda-
tion (MWHF) have dedicated a
unique demonstration project, which
may show how to inexpensively ralse
the recreational valus of many
southern s ished rive

work,” scourlng accumnlated sedl-
and

awept stretches, workers have
placed clumps of rocks to provide
{ish microhal

ers.
In the treated stretch, which ex-
tends from. the Tel h Road

bitata,
THE PROJECT was designed to
test the idea that simple stream Im-

bridge to Hooper Avenue upstream,
{riangular “wing deflectors” were
built with broken concrete and stone
to direct the river'’s current agalnst
reinforced banks, This fs resulting in
decrensed bank eroslos, areas of
faster current and deeper pool

The river actually 1s “golng to

d Improve
habitat for fish in urban areas and
even in rivers that are:considered
polluted. Post-project flsh surveys
and other investigations, which will
begin next summer, will be needed
before related questiona are fully an-
swered. Thus {ar, the project has re-
sulted in the physical changes its

planners anticipated and there are
early Indications that the river’s bl
logﬂil! community is responding fa-
vorably. HE

In many areas where the deepest
water was less than a foot during
low flows, the river now has current-
swept pools three feet or more in
depth. Clean gravel has been ex-
posed where sediment up to two feet
deep formerly covered. the rocky
bottom. (l)lvenu, the curm:‘; u?‘:
been greatly speeded, as the of
the atream at low flows has been de-
creased. .

‘The river’s appearance also has
greatly improved by the In-
stream work and by brush clearing

Project highlights value of rivers

and seeding of certain bank seg-
ments,

our citizens,” .

rocky structures Install
colonized quickly by small fish and
craytish, Two rainbow trout, “holdo-
vers” stocked in the spring for the
city’s annual “Trout Derby,” were
canght in mid-summer of last year,

“ RIVERS are the most
overlooked, yet most valuable assats
we own,” Willlam Walenczak, South-
field's parks and recreatlon director,
sald. “We believe the Rouge River
offers great potential to improve the

and a member of the Michigan Natu-
ral Resources Commission, also

chairs the Rouge River Basln Execy-
tlve Steering Committee, B

“This project demonstrates the
value of cooperative efforts between
government and the private sector
to restore flsh and wildlife habitat
for public beveflt,” Anderson sald.

The MWHT is a private, non-profit
organlzation dedlcated to mobiliring
private-sector resources (o benefit
fish and wildlife,

aesthetic and recreatlonal lives of
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Come and help us
celebratethe grand
opening of our 3%th branch of
Security Bank and Trust at 14 Mile
and Haggerty Road,

AGrand Opening Saleata
bank? What betterwayto
introduce youto allofthe

products and services
we haveto offer. Andto
let you know how
important you are to us,

Sopleasestopinatanyof
ourseven locations in Oakland
County to open an account,
applyforaloanoraViSAand
MasterCard card. Orto geta
free sale deposit box.

OurGrand Openingspecials .-~
are only available untll
October24st, butour -
commitment to
our customers
never ends.

You need allthe
Security you
can get.
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SECURITY BANK & TRUST

39465 14 Mile ot Haggerty 41325 10 Mile ot Meadowbrook
30400 Telegraph In Bingham 43395 9 Mile at Novi Road
Farms Office Plaza 30880 Beck Road at Pontiac Trall*

L

45500 10 Mile at Taft
3411 Balkdwin Road at Waldon

Member FDIC .
*Cank-A-Malic/24 Servica avazadie in 1989,
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