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The Farmirgion school district iz
in good financial shape and contin-
ues to at least 10 percent of jts
budget In equity as a buffer for trou-
bled times, which may come with

school flnance reform.
“You've got to belleve no matter
what kind of finance reform . . ., It's

going to alfect Farmington,” sald
Fred Haller, partner with the South.
fleld accounting flrm of Plante &
Moran, which does the district’s an-
nual financlal

a new elementary school. School of-
ficials have sald the money cannot,
legally, be used for building projects.

Accountants have encouraged the
Fi gton district to strive to keep
10 percent of the budget set aside in
equity. Because of Increased proper-
ty values — and thus increased tax
revenue — tlhe dl‘auulct has been able
to Increase [ts equity from 5 percent
in 1984 to 10 percent today,

‘The district currently works with
a $74 million budget.

IN ADDITION, accountants bave
all school districts In the

The statement, released Oct. 18,

+ shows the dlistrict carrying $7.4 mil-
lion In reserves plus another $2 mil-
lien buffer for finance reform, which
would affect districts statewide, es-
pecially wealthler districts ke

Farmiagton. _

A statewide referendum on the fi-
nanciog Issue Is expected next
March, -

Another $4.4 milllon was set aside
1o cover: unpald purchase orders, in-
ventories, money for the cafeteria
fund, vested termination pay for em-
ployees and designated capital im-
provements.

THESE PLUS the undesignated
amount niake up the total equity,
which shows as $13.8 milllon, but
school officlals stress all of it docs
not represent cash and Is not all
apyndablel.” ‘

“The only part spendable Is the
$74 million and the addltional §2
million for finance reform,” sald
deputy superintendent Michael Flan-
agan. “To think otherwise would be
grossly negligent.”

The district’s fund ecqulty was
scrutinized during a recent bond is-
sue campalgn, when It was suggest-
od Lhe dlstrict use the money to build

past year to designate money for
possible changes in the way schools
are {inanced, Flanagan added.

Without Increased property values
In the district, the district may not
be in as good shape. The fund equity
would be lower this year, because of
changes In accounting practices re-
quired by law, Some districts will
uclt:ally show a deficlt, Flanagan
sald.

“There are districts who will be
thrown into the red this year under
the new accounting rules,” he sald.
*“There will be a serlous number of
districts” alfected.

Flanagan tled the importance of
education [nto the financlal presen-

tation,

“Thls doesn't really quantify very
well what we do,” he sald. “Walk
Into an early chitdhood center, or our
high schools on a daily basls, Walk
over to Cloverdale. . .

“You {eel very good when you see

are in-

programs
tertwined,” he added. “We are happy -

to be abave average in what we
spend. It means our programs are
above average and the people we
can lglre and tralo are above aver-
age.’

Senior citizens get discounts

Farmington area seniors can take
advantage of discounts ranging from
4 to 40 percent from merchants
across the country.

Pletures to be laminated into plas-
tic indentification cards will be tak-
en from 10 am. to 2 pm, Friday,
Nov, 18, at the Farmington Senlor
Center at Mercy Center, 28600 11

Mile, Farmington Hllls.

Senlors at least 60 years of age
are eligible.

Discounts are offered on a variety
of items such as auto parts, rust-
proofing, hair care, prescription
drugs, eyeglasses.

Call 4768-9147, Mercy Center, for
more information.
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"] always expected,” Joun Young said,

“that the oldest boy would grow up
and do something terrible.”

*} got a call one night from o local police department
that the mother had been jailed for drunk driving.
She had the three boys with her in the car. They were
five, three, and one. The police wanfed me to come
and get the kids. Around thjs same time, the five-year-
old killed his puppy.”

1f you talk with Joan Young, she'll tell you that children ore
the biggest concern of the Oakland County Probate Court.
More than half the court’s cases have to do with the well-
being of children, with the slability of their livas, with the
illega! things some of them do, and with the possibility of
their futures.

Joon Young begon preparing for the job of probale judge
when she slarted her public service career 19 years ago as

a social worker. She's been a trial lawyer, o fomily law at-
torney, ond odministraor of Qakland County’s Circuit Court,
Michigan's busiest, .

She wants you to think about the children of our com-
munities. She wonls you to think about our responsibility
fo protect those children from abuse and neglect ond mis-
treatment; our responsibility to provide those children with
guidance and hope and epportunity. That's so much of
what o probote judge’s work is all about. And she’s

ready and prepared fo go to wark for you.

Put Joan Young to work for you and your family and olt
the families of Oakland County, Vote for her for Ockland
County Probale Judge, Tuesday, November 8.
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Rated WELL QUALIFIED by Civic Searchlight and Oukland Citizens League

Authotized ond poid for by Joan Young for Prebate Judge Comminee, 5435 Corporate Drive, Suite 275, Troy, M1 48098, Fenei Greemwold, Tegwrer.
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WIS TZIES.

Reccive a FREE palr of famous
maker aviator style sunglasses.
Purchase a pair of Allen
Edmonds shoes during this
event, and teceive these famous
maker sunglasses, valued at $68.

Allen Edmonds Trunk Show

October 27, 11am to 8pm

You are cordially invited to view our entire collec-
tion of distinguished Allen Edmonds dress and
casual footwear on October 27, from 11am to 8pm.
Choose from a full range of sizes from 6 to 15,
AAAA to EEE widths, An Allen Edmonds repre-
sentative will be on-hand to help you with your
selections and answer any questions you have. We
look forward to seeing you.

GRAHAM&;GUNN

Somerset Mall
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ing Security From
Consumers Power.

Our New Heating Security Plan Provides Winter-Long
Peace Qf Mind For Just Pennies Per Day.

The Heating Security Plan from Consumers
Power puts an end to the hassles and headaches
of dealing with breakdowns in your forced air
or hot water heating plant. You're covered 24
hours a day, seven days a week. Should your
gas heating equipment fail to operate, all parts
covered under the plan will be replaced at no
charge to you. (Some restrictions apply. See
program brochure recently mailed to you
for complete explanation.)
This year, relax and take
the worry out of winter
heating. For a few cents
a day, you and your
family will stay

warm all winter long. The enroliment period
has been extended until November 15, So
look for this brochure. Just fill it out and send
it in. Or call your local Consumers Power
office for more

information. Do

it now. You have consumers
nothing to lose— Power
unless you delay. POWERING

MILCHIGAN'S PROGRESS
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